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ET>J1TAPHTE 

THE BULGARIANS 



C0(J)HJI, 2000 



Ta3H KHHra e nocBeTeHa Ha BTdJUAPHTE. 

Th pa3Ka3Ba 3a npeBpaTHOCTHTe 

b XHJW^ojieTHaTa hh HCTopira, 3a HauiHTe npeflHH 

OT flOJIHHHTe Ha riaMHp 

h KaBKa3, ot 6peroBeTe 

Ha Bojira, KaMa h JJyuaB, 

ot MepHOMopcKHTe CTenn 30 AneHHHHTe . . . 

Ta e 3a noji3a Ha OHe3H, kohto h flHec ce 

MyBCTBaT EUHAPH, Ha bchhkh, kohto 

no BOJMTa Ha cT>,u,6aTa HanycHaxa po^Hira aom 

h ce pa3npi>CHaxa no CBeTa, 
fla 3Ha«T CBoa poA. 



This book is dedicated to the 

BULGARIANS. 

It tells about our eventful thousand-year old 

history, about our forefathers from the valleys of 

Pamir and Caucasus, from the banks of the Volga, 

Kama and Danube, from the Black Sea steppes to 

the Apennines... 
It is for the benefit of all those who feel them- 
selves BUGARIAN today, all those whom destiny, 
made leave their homeland and disperse 

around the world; 
let them all know their kin. 



> 










^»»*. 



"%»* 



*v 






m 






****ii*" 






*x 



■ 



;^ 



- 




HAHAJIOTO 



THE BEGINNING 



BT>jirapHTe ca eAHHCTBeHUHT Hapoa b 
Ebpo-A3hh, kohto npoflTxTDKaBa m 
ce caMOHa30BaBa c hmcto ch, KoeTo 
Kjiho 3Hae ot caMaTa My noflBa, h 3ana3Ba 
eHeprH5iTa cm fla 6T>fl,e cb3jj;aTeji Ha Hcto- 
pH5i h flHec. flpyrHTe, noBene ot 40 Hapona 

H c60pHH BOHCKH, pa3BHXpHJIH CJiefl II B. 

Sypsrra Ha Bcjihkoto npecejiemie Ha Hapo- 
3,HTe no rpaHHu,HTe h b npe^ejiHTe Ha rac- 
HemaTa PHMCKa HMnepHfl, ca caMO ceHKH b 
eflHa ATxiira jieTonHC. 

B^jirapHTe ca perncTpHpaHH Bi>pxy 
KapTaTa Ha Cpe^Ha A3ha onje npe3 
I xmumojierae np. Xp. Mhctoto Ha EtJira- 
pHTe e TaM, icLaeTO hh^hhckh imcMeHH H3- 
BopH cnoMeHaBaT Hapo^a Bojixh/Bojixh- 
kh, ynpaBJiHBaH ot jiereH^apHHii BJiaAeTen 
KapaaMa, apa6cKHTe - 3eMjrra Bajixapa h 
A^p^caBaTa Eyprap, corflHHCKHTe 
Ejirap, a TajpKHKCKirre - Ilajirap/Oaji- 
rap. ToBa mkcto e noACKa3aHO b jiaTHHC- 
KH5i Ahohhmch XpoHorpacj) ot IV b., ictae- 
to hmcto Ha B^jirapHTe 3aMecTBa OHOBa Ha 

IJHBHJTH30BaHHTe BaKTpH Ha H3TOK OT Ilep- 

chh h Ha 3anaA ot TypicecTaH c i|eirn>p 
AHeuiHiMT Bajix, CTapaTa EaKTpa, b CeBe- 
peH A4>raHHCTaH. 

Kam/r - noGeAHTeji, KaHtT - Ai>p^aBOOCHOBaTeji. Yhh- 
KajiHaTa eM6jieMa Ha GtJirapcicaTa ^p^aBHOCT b EBpona 
e H3ceneHa b CKanaTa Ha# CBerariHmeTO npH ah. ceno 
MaAapa, IIIyMeHCKO, uqjxojiqh ot CTOJimjaTa IljiHCKa. 
TlaMemHUK na KJHECKO. 

Khan-Victor, Khan-Founder of the Empire. The unique 
emblem of the Bulgarian statehood in Europe is carved 
in the rock above the shrine near the present village of 
Madara, Shumen Region, not far from the ancient cap- 
ital of Pliska. 
UNESCO monument. 



Bulgarians are the only people in 
Eurasia, who still call themselves 
with the name that Clio knows from 
the moment of its appearance, and preserve 
their energy to create History even today. 
The others, more than 40 peoples and 
mixed armies, who after the 2nd c. 
unleashed the storm of the Great Migration 
of Peoples along the boundaries and within 
the fading Roman Empire, are only shad- 
ows in the annals. 

Bulgarians are registered on the map of 
Central Asia as early as the 1st millen- 
nium BC. The land of origin of Bulgarians 
is where Indian written sources mention the 
people of Bolhi/Bolhiki, ruled by the leg- 
endary Kardama, where Arab sources men- 
tion the land Balhara and the State of 
Burgar, where Sogdian sources mention 
Blgar, and Tadzik sources 
Palgar/Falgar. This place is suggested in 
the Latin Anonymous Chronograph from 
the 4th c, where the name of the 
Bulgarians replaces that of the civilized 
Baktri, east of Persia and west of 
Turkestan, its center being today's Balh, 
old Baktra, in northern Afghanistan. 

This location is specified in two remark- 
able documents. One of them is contained 
in the oldest Armenian Geography 
"Ashharatzuitz". According to it, 
Bulgarians were among the 15 civilized 
peoples, who "inhabited once the lands 
between Turkestan and the Aryans, at the 
foots of the mountain Imai." The second 
text is written by the hand of the Antioch 
Patriarch Michael of Syria. Saying that 
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BoHH'bT - noGeAHTeji, H3o6pa3eH Bi>pxy 3JiaTHa KaHa 
ot jnpeBHo6 , bJirapcKOTO BjiajteTencKo cbKpoBHme, 
otkphto npn rp. Hani CeHT Mhkjioiu - TpaHCHJiBaHHH, 
AHeuiHa PyMi>HHfl. 
XydoMcecmeeHo-ucmopuHecKU My3eu, Buena. 



The warrior- victor portrayed on a gold jar from the 
Ancient Bulgarian treasure, found near the town of Nagy 
St. Miklosh, Transilvania, present Romania. 
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Wien. 
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Han-paHo 3acBHAeTejiCTBaHa jioKajiH3au:Hfl Ha apeBHHTe 
BtJirapH. B ropHna jxecen 'brtji - KapTa Ha Cpe^Ha 
A3ew no Haw-CTapaTa apMeHCKa reorpatj)Hfl „Auixapa- 
ijyHu" c Mecxonojio^ceHHeTO Ha Hapo^a 6yjix (peicoH- 
CTpyKUHH Ha axa^. C. EpeMjm no reoepaxfiuH Ha 
ITrojieMeH ot II b. cji. Xp.). 



The earliest recorded localization of the ancient 
Bulgarians. In the upper right-hand corner, the map of 
Middle Asia after the oldest Armenian geography 
"Ashkharatsuits" with the position of the people of Bulh 
(reconstruction of Acad. S. Eremjan after Geography by 
CI. Ptolemy, 2nd c. AD). 




Ta3H jioKanioauHfl e yTOHHeHa b flBa 3a- 
6ejie)KHTejiHH TeKCTa. Eamhhht ot tax ce 
ctfltp^a b Haii-CTapaTa apMeHCKa reor- 
pa(|)HH „AiiixapaijyHij". CnopeA Hero, 
eflHH ot 15-Te UMBHJiM30BaHH Hapo,aa, 

KOHTO „06HTaBaJIH H^Kora npOCTpaHCTBO- 

to MOKjjy TypKecTaH h ApuHTe b noi- 



some Bulgarians were converted to 
Christianity early in the time of Byzantine 
Emperor Mauritius (582-602), he also 
describes their earliest march from Asia to 
Europe. "Three brothers, writes the 
Patriarch, "came out of Central Scythia 
(Central Asia). They had with them 30 000 



BnafleTejicKH nenaT Ha KaH 
TepBeji (700-721 r.), kohto e 
H3o6pa3eH c xapairrepHHTe 

HHJIOHpaHCKH HepTH Ha JXpQB- 

HHTe BiDjirapH. 




The ruler's seal of Khan Tervel 
(700-721). He is portrayed with 
the characteristic Indo-Iranian 
anthropological features of the 
ancient Bulgarians. 



HO)KHeTO Ha njiaHHHaTa HMaii", 6hjih 
EtJirapHTe. J\pyrwn: TeKCT npHHawieKH 
Ha nepoTO Ha aHTHOxHHCKHH naTpnapx 

MHXaHJT CHpHHCKH, KOHTO, KaTO CT>o6- 

maBa, ne HiiKOH EtJirapH ce 6hjih noKptc- 

THJIH OUje no BpCMeTO Ha BH3aHTHHCKH5I 

HMnepaTop MaBpHKHH (582-602 r.), 
onncBa TexHHH HaM-paHeH npexoa ot 
A3H5I klm EBpona. „TpHMa 6paTH - name 
naTpHapxtT - H3Jie3JiH ot B^TpeuiHa Ckh- 
thh (CpeflHa A3H5I - 6. a.), bo^cjih etc ce- 
6e ch TpHjieceT xHJDmH Ckhth (chhohhm 
Ha kohhh 6ohiih - 6. H3fl.) h 3a 60 flHH npe- 

MHHaJIH pa3CT05IHHeTO OT KJlHCypHTe Ha 

HivieoH no pexaTa TaHanc (J\on - 6. a.), ko- 
hto ce BJiHBa b e3epoTo Meoraaa (A30BC- 
ko Mope - 6. a.). . . Te3H xopa 6hjih Hapene- 
hh ot PoMeHTe EtjirapH." 

HMaii/IiMeoH ca MacHBHTe Ha IlaMHp- 
XHHflyKyui. TaM, h no-TOHHO b K»KHHTe 
noAHO^CHH Ha 3epaBuiaHCKHH xpe6eT Ha 
IlaMHp, ce jioKajiH3Hpa m>pBaTa fli>p^caBHa 
oGiijhoct Ha EtJirapHTe, kbm hhato AHHac- 



Scythians (a synonym of mounted war- 
riors). In 60 days they passed the distance 
from the gorges of Imeon to the river 
Tanais (Don), which flows into the Meotis 
Lake (the Azov Sea)... These people were 
called Bulgarians by the Romans." 

Imai/Imeon is the name of Pamir- 
Hindukush. There, and more specifically in 
the southern foots of the Zeravshan ridge of 
Pamir, was the first State formation of the 
Bulgarians. The "three brothers" belonged 
to the ruling dynasty. Their anonymity in 
the story is only a symbol of a powerful 



OdaHKH ot flBopuoBHH KOMnjieKC b rp. Eonrap, CTOJIH- 
ua Ha BojDKKa EiJirapHa, kohto cbinecTByBa BepoHTHo 

OT VII B., HO etc CHrypHOCT flO XV B., e^HO OT HaH- 

H3pa3HTejiHHTe #0Ka3aTejicTBa 3a Gi^jirapcKOTO CTpon- 

TeJlHO H3KyCTBO. 

Remants from the palace in Bolgar, the capital of Volga 
Bulgaria which has existed probably since the 7 th c. and 
surely till 15 th c. It is one of the most expressive proofs 
of Bulgarian building craftsmanship. 
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TH5i npnHafljie>KaT h „TpHMaTa 6paT5i". Tax- 
HaTa aHOHHMHOCT b pa3Ka3a e caMO chmboji 
3a MomeH BJiafleTejicKH poa, b kohto „ot 
6ama Ha CHHOBe" ce npeaaBa aap6aTa ^a ce 
rpa^H a^p^caBHa opramoaunfl. Ako cno- 
MeHaTHTe TpHMa GpaTH me ce OKa^caT peaji- 
hh (J)HrypH b GtjirapcicaTa hctophh npe3 
VII BeK h HefiHH TBOpu,H, AejioTo hm c npa- 
bo Moace #a Gtne eiviGjieM a Ha HanajioTo. 
3amoTO ome ToraBa ot h3tok na 3ana« 
ce aBJDKaT He HOMaaH-CTenHH BapBapn, 
kohto yHHmo^caBaT bchhko no ntTH CH, 
hhto m>K ckhthhijh, Ttpcemn npexpaHa. 
JJfiWKR ce Te^KKOB^op^^ceHaTa KOHHHu;a Ha 
eflHa ^pacaea, kohto ce peAHCJioijiipa. 
Tomho T03H THn o6jie*ieHH b MeTan 6ohijh 

Ha KOHe, KOHTO CJieflBaT H36paHHH BO)Kfl, 3a 

Aa H3ni»jiHHT HOBa 3aAana ? ca poAOHanaji- 

HHIJHTe Ha CpeAHOBeKOBHOTO pHD,apCTBO. 

Eahh ot OHe3H, kohto ca My 3aBemajiH bt>- 
opT>)KeHHe, oprami3auH5i h TaKTmea. Btn- 
rapHTe o6ane He pymaT, a rpafljrr. 

JIhhho CBoGoAeH, bcckh HJieH Ha o6mec- 
tboto onpeAejra caM npo(J)ecHiiTa ch, He3a- 

BHCHMO OT paCOBaTa HJ1H peJIHTH03HaTa CH 
npHHaAAOKHOCT. Ta3H TT^nHMOCT, CMCTa- 

Ha c jno6o3HaHHeTO Ha OTKpHBaTejra, no3- 
BOJiHBa Ha TOBa o6mecTBO aa BT^npneMe 
HAen Ha 6yAH3Ma h Ha 30poacTpn3Ma, koh- 
to Aajren no-KtcHo me ynacTBaT b flyajinc- 
THHHHii CHHTe3 Ha GoroMHJicicaTa epec. 

EBponeHAH ot naMHpcKO-(J)epraHCKH5i 
aHTpononorHHecKH THn, E^jirapHTe, KaKTO 
noKa3BaT apxeojionraecKHTe ^amm, npne- 
MaT BceKH, kohto ocTaBa BepeH Ha iiempa- 
jiH3HpaHaTa hm nojiHTHHeciea ype#6a. Th 
HMeHHO ycBOHBa hobh npocTpaHCTBa 3a 
eAHa o6mHOCT ot MeTajiyp3H h 3JiaTapn, 

CTpOHTCJIH, Opt^CeHHH MaHCTOpH H CKOTO- 

BtAiJH, 3eMeAejiu;H, kohto no3HaBaT bhco- 
koao6hbhh copTOBe ot 3 r bpHeHH KyjiTypn, 
nojiyneHH cneA CTOJieTHa ceneiajHOHHa pa- 
6oTa, jieKapH-xnpyp3H, yMeenjn aa H3Bi>p- 
niBaT TpenaHauHH Ha nepena. 



family of rulers, in which the gift of build- 
ing States was handed down from father to 
son. If the same brothers turn out to be real 
personalities of Bulgarian history during 
the 7th c. and its creators, their deeds can 
rightfully be the emblem of the beginning. 

Those who migrated from east to west 
were neither nomadic Barbarians of the 
steppes, who devastated the land they set 
foot on, nor vagrants looking for survival. 
Marching was a heavily armed cavalry of a 
State, which was redislocated. These 
mounted warriors, clad in metal, following 
the chosen leader in the achievement of a 
new goal, were the forefathers of mediae- 
val knighthood. They left to the knights 
armament, tactics and organization. 
Bulgarians, however, were not destroyers, 
they were builders. 

Personally free, each member of society 
chose his profession, independent of race 
or religion. Such tolerance, combined with 
the curiosity of the discoverer, enabled this 
society to adopt the ideas of Buddhism and 
Zoroastrianism, which were to take part in 
the dualistic synthesis of the Bogomil 
heresy. 

Europoids of the Pamir-Fergan anthropo- 
logical type, Bulgarians, as archaeological 
data show, accepted everyone faithful to 
their centralized political order. This politi- 
cal order conquered new territories for a 
community of metal-workers and gold- 
smiths, builders, armourers, and animal 
breeders, of farmers, who knew of high- 
yield crops, produced after so many years 
of selection, of medical men and surgeons, 
capable of performing trepanation of the 
skull. 

Construction and building created the 
astounding scenery of this State migration. 
It can be traveled along even today, map in 
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CTponTejiCTBOTO CT>3flaBa nopa3HTeji- 
hha nefi3a)K Ha Ta3H fl-bp^aBHa MHrpauira. 
Th MO)Ke h flHec «a G^ne H3BT>pB5iHa c Kap- 
Ta b pi>Ka, 3amoTO npn bchko CBoe saceji- 
BaHe BijjirapMTe ca 0CTaB5uiM cjieflHTe Ha 

CB05I BHCOK yp6aHH3'BM - Kpenocra H Ka- 

MeHHH rpaaoBe c yjiHHHa Mpeaca, BOAonpo- 
boah h KaHajiH3au,H^ 5 6aHH h OTonneHHe c 
XHnoKaycT. 

KOH Ce ABH3KH - BOHHH H H,HBHJIH3aTOpH. 

KaK ce jjbhhch - KaTO ctrpaacjja. Te3H ABa 

OTroBopa C'BA'Bp^aT H eflHH TpeTH, KOHTO 

macH, ne (|)H3HKO-reorpa(f)CKH5iT TepeH ce 
npeBpT>ma b KyjnypHO-HCTopHHecKH ape- 
aji ot xopa, kohto ci>3HaBaT BpeivieTo 

Ha C06CTBeHOTO CH Shthc 



hand. On each act of settlement Bulgarians 
left the marks of their urbanistic achieve- 
ments - fortresses and stone towns with 
networks of streets, sewerage and water- 
conduit, baths and heating with hypocaust. 
Who migrated? Warriors and civilizers. 
How did they migrate? By building. These 
two answers contain a third one - the phys- 
ical and geographic terrain turns into a cul- 
tural and historical area of people, who are 
aware of the Time of their own existence. 



Boji>KKa BtjirapHfl. Taica HapeneHHHT ot 
apxeoji03HTe H3ToneH MaB30JieH ot XIV b. 

Volga Bulgaria. The so called by archaeolo- 
gists Eastern Mausoleum, 1 4 th century. 
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BPEMETO 



THE TIME 



CT>3HaBaHeTO Ha BpeivreTO na co6ct- 
BeHOTO Gnrae e onpeaejieHHe Ha 
orpoMHaia ijHBHjiH3aiiHOHHa pa3- 
jiHKa MQJKjjy B^jirapHTe h HOMancKHTe 

BT>JIHH OT KOHHHU,H, KOHTO flOCTHTaT, aTaKy- 

BaT h npeMHHaBaT rpamiiiHTe Ha PHMCKaTa 
h Ha BroaHTHHCKaTa HMnepHfl. H3HHCJieHO 
ot caMHTe tax, BpeMeTO Ha Bi>jirapHTe 
e H3MepeHO b roflHmeH cjTLHHeB KajieHflap, 
kohto ce BnncBa b flBaHaaeceTroAHineH ijh- 
Kbn. Cjn>HHeBaTa ro^HHa e CTpyKTypnpaHa 
Hpe3 T.Hap. 3JiaTH0 KajieHflapHO hhcjio, 
cnopea KoeTO Gpo^T Ha flHHTe e 364, pa3- 
nojio^ceHH b neTHpH ce30Ha ot no Tpn Me- 
ceiia c 52 ce^MHijH. BceKH irtpBH Meceii ot 
ce30Ha e c 31, oeraHajiHTe flBa - c no 30 

flHH. HyjieBHflT HJIH ntpBHflT fleH OT TOflH- 

HaTa ecTecTBeHO ce e cxBam,aji KaTO hchho 
Hanajio h Kaicro H3me^fla, e ctOTBeTCTBaji 
Ha neroi Ha 3hmhoto cjitHijecToeHe, kohto 
AHec ce OTHacH kt>m 21/22 aeiceMBpH. C bt>- 
Be^aaHeTO Ha „3JiaTHOTO KaneHflapHO hhc- 
jio" BC^Ka naTa ce nana BHHara Ha e«HH n 
cbusjs. fleH ot ceflMHi;aTa, npa3HHijHTe - ci>- 
mo. 

To3H CLBT>pineH o6pa3eij Ha cntHHeBO 
roAHiuHO-qHKJioBO jieTo6poeHe CT>BceM oc- 
HOBaTejiHO npe«H3BHKa npe3 70-Te toahhh 
Ha XX b. eKHmrre Ha K)HECKO, kohto ro 
H3noji3Baxa KaTO eflHH ot MOflejiirre ch 3a 
BceoGm CBeTOBeH KajieHflap. npoeKTtT Bee 
om,e He e bhahji 6hji cbat h cnrypHO Tpya- 
ho me Gtfle B r L3npneT, MO)*ce 6h 3amoTO 
HeroBHTe ci>3#aTejiH, 3acTT>iiHHu;H h npo- 
thbhhijh He 3Ha^T hjih 3a6paB^T noyKaTa 
ot XHJiHflOJieTHaTa My npeAHCTopna. Ta3H 
noyKa ce ct^ctoh b flpeBmrre, ho bhcoko 



Awareness of the time of one's own 
existence determines the drastic 
difference of civilization levels be- 
tween Bulgarians and nomadic waves of 
horsemen, who reached, attacked and con- 
quered the boundaries of the Roman 
Empire and Byzantium. Calculated by 
them, the Time of the Bulgarians is meas- 
ured by a solar calendar of the year, which 
makes up a 12-year cycle. The solar year is 
structured by the so-called "golden calendar 
figure", by which the number of the days is 
364, making four seasons of three months 
each (with 52 weeks). The first month of 
each season has 3 1 days and the other two 
are of 30 days. The zero or first day of the 
year is conceived of as its beginning. Most 
probably it corresponded to the winter sol- 
stice, which falls now on December 21/22. 
With the introduction of the "golden calen- 
dar figure" each date falls on exactly the 
same day of the week, holidays too. 

This perfect paragon of solar cyclic cal- 
endar challenged the teams of UNESCO in 
the 70s of the 20th c. to use it as one mod- 
el for a universal world calendar. The proj- 
ect has not been introduced yet and will be 
difficult to adopt, probably because its cre- 
ators, adherents and opponents do not 
know or have forgotten the lesson of its his- 
tory of thousands of years. This lesson lies 
in the old but highly active cultural interac- 
tion with universally valid results, towards 
which humanity is still moving. 

The Bulgarian calendar was created in 
the Pamir interactive zone before the 3rd c. 
BC, more precisely - between 2500 and 
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BeneH KajieHAap Ha EtJirapHTe. HeroBaTa xmiflnojieTHa 
TpaanuHH ce e cbxpaHHJia b H3o6pa^ceHHe Ha^ BpaTaTa 
Ha utpKBaTa b KHjin4>apeBCKH$i MaHacTHp, BejiHKorbp- 
hobcko, KaTO paBHopaMeHeH Kp-bCT CT>C CjTbHUeTO H 
KDnHTep, 3a m BHyuiH ApeBHaia Bpi>3Ka etc cjn>HMeBaTa 
roimHa. 



The eternal calendar of the Bulgarians. Its thousand- 
year- old tradition is preserved in the image above the 
church gate in the Kilifarevo Monastery, Veliko 
Turnovo Region in the form of an equal-arms cross with 
the Sun and Jupiter to suggest the ancient link with the 
Sun Year. 
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ITptCTeH neqaT Ha 
uapKajioaH(l 197-1207 r.) 
c ApeBHo6 r bJirapcKH 
xepajiflHqecKH 3HaK. 
HanuonaAeH ucmopunecKU 
My3eu, Cocfiun. 




King Kaloyan's ring-seal 
(1 i87-1207) with an ancient 
Bulgarian heraldic sign. 
National Museum of History, 
Sofia. 



aKTHBHH KyjITypHH BSaHMOfleHCTBHfl C 

yHHBepcajiHO BanmjHH pesyjirara, klm kohto 
cbBpeMeHHoro HOBenecrBO bcc ome ireiyBa. 
Bi^jirapcKHHT KajieH^ap e cb3flafleH b 

IlaMHpCKaTa HHTepaKTHBHa KOHTaKTHa 30- 

Ha npe^H III b. np. Xp., iio-tohho - mok- 
jsy 2500-ra h 300-Ta r. np. Xp. ToBa ce 
noTBT^pKflaBa ot acTpoHOMHHecKirce Ha6- 
jiiofleHHH h H3HHCJieHHH, no CHjiaTa Ha KOH- 
TO HanajiOTO Ha Bcaiea HOBa ro^HHa, CHTyn- 
paHO b 30flHHTa CoMop (MnniKa) no no3H- 

IJHHTa Ha 3HMHOTO CJTLHIjeCTOeHe, KaKTO H 

no pa3nojio^ceHneTO Ha 3Be3#HTe h cjitdH- 
u;eTo 5 e modio ^a Gtfle BroK^aHO h cjieflOBa- 
TenHO npecMHTaHO npe3 Te3H 6jih30 2200 
toahhh. 

/JpeBHaTa aarapoBKa Ha G-bJirapcKira ro- 
flHuiHO-cjn>HHeB 30flHaKajieH KajieH^ap e 
3acBHfleTejiCTBaHa h no KHTaficKH h3tohhh- 
ijh. Ilo BpeMeTO Ha m>pBaTa #HHacTH5i XaH 
(206 r. np. - 25 r. cji. Xp.), KajieHflapHHHT 

2KHBOTHHCKH IJHICbJI e 6hJI BT>3npHeT B HM- 



300 BC. This is confirmed by astronomical 
observations and calculations, according to 
which the beginning of each new year, sit- 
uated in the Somor (Mouse) zodiac by the 
position of the winter solstice, and by the 
position of the stars and the sun, could be 
seen and, therefore, calculated during these 
almost 2200 years. 

The old dating of the Bulgarian solar 
calendar is found also in Chinese sources. 
In the time of the first Han dynasty 



Ome eflHO nopa3HTejiHO CBHfleiejiCTBO 3a cbxpaHeHaTa 
6T>jirapcica KaneHaapH0-pejiHrH03Ha Tpa,mmH5i - Btpxy 
neiiiMa ot Cbcth Bpan (ah. rp. CaHAaHCKH), H3rpaAeHa 
npe3 1854 r., Ha kohto e H3o6pa3eHa roAHHaTa Ha 6ap- 
ca, t. e. Ha BenHKHfl oh h uap BopHC 1(852-889 r.). 

Another striking proof of the preservation of the ancient 
Bulgarian calendar-religious tradition can be seen on a 
water fountain in St. Vrach, present town of Sandanski, 
built in 1 854. The year of the barse, the year of the great 
Khan and King Boris I (852-889), is depicted. 
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nepHHTa Hpe3 npHintjmH, kohto HapyniHJiH 
3anaflHaTa h rpaHHita, c flpyra flyMH - ot 
IlaMHpcKo-XHHflyKyinKHii peraoH. 

KoraTO 2cpeu,H-acTpojio3H mhcjiht epe- 
MeTO, Te ci>3flaBaT y cboa Hapo^ BT>3mefla, 

He HCTOpHHeCKaTa npOT5DKHOCT Ce H3)KHBfl- 

Ba, a He ce npocTO cjiyHBa oto HenpeflBH- 
AHMa CTHXH5L HcTopHnecieaTa npoTJDK- 
hoct, MHCJieHa 3a BturapHTe h ot tax, He 
ce pa3nojiara b JThhchho BpeMe. Th ce H3- 

BtpiHBa B U,HKJIHHeCKOTO, B GbWfHO, KOeTO 

e 6hjio H3MHCjmBaHO b IIIyMep H B EjiaM, 
btjB bchhkh Hafi-pa3BHTH o6uj,ecTBa Ha 
IlpeflHa A3hh 9 Ham>jiHO c6jiH»ceHH c ap^b- 
Ho6T>jirapcKOTO h 3apa#H cxoflCTBaTa Ha 

HflKOH HMeHa Ha Cb3Be3flHfl. 

LI,HKJiHHecKOTO BpeMe e Haii-CTapaTa Ma- 
TeMaTHHecKH pemaMeHTHpaHa npe^CTaBa 
3a jieTo6poeHe. Ta o6hkhobcho ce o6acH5i- 
Ba c ntpBOHanajiHO pa3raaaHH5i roflHineH 

KpT>rOBpaT, HO CT^A^p^Ca H eAHO H3KJIK) I IH- 

TejiHO KanecTBO. Ako HCTopHiiTa ce mhcjih 
KaTO caKpajiHa 30AHaKajiHa saBtpuieHocT, 
to HeflHOTo H3)KHB5iBaHe ce npeBpi>ma b 
nocTOHHHO 3aBpbmaHe. flpeBHaTa acT- 
pojiorHHecKa MT>ApocT He Bptma o6ane hh- 
koto kt>m eAHa h cbiija HeH3MeHHa OTnpaB- 
Ha TOHKa. Th yHH xopaTa, kohto ei>3epiia- 
BaT CBeTa h to ct3flaBaT, #a ce 3aepi>ii^aT 
kt>m ce6e ch npn BCflKaKBH m npoMeHainH 
ce ycjioBHii, KtM o6oraTHBam;HTe ce Tpa^H- 
ljhh Ha HapoAa h kt>m HeroBaTa KpenHema 
npe3 BeKOBeTe ijeHHOCTHa CHCTeMa. 
Bc5iko BpeMe nopa^a h o6pa3yBa cbo- 

eTO COGCTBeHO IIpOCTpaHCTBO - to e 

cijeHaTa Ha HCTopH^ecKOTO noBefleHHe. 



(206 BC - 25 AD), the calendar animal cy- 
cle was adopted through strangers, who in- 
vaded the western border, i.e. coming from 
the region of Pamir-Hindukush. 

When astrologer-priests think the time, 
they create in their own people the idea that 
historical continuity is lived, it does not 
simply happen, like some unforeseeable 
torrent. Historical continuity, thought of 
Bulgarians and by them, cannot be situated 
in Linear time. It is performed in Cyclic 
time, the time calculated also in Sumer and 
Elam, in the most civilized societies of the 
Near East, akin to Bulgarian cyclic time al- 
so because of similarities in the names of 
constellations. 

Cyclic time is the oldest mathematical 
notion of measuring time. It is usually ex- 
plained as a deciphered annual circle, but 
also contains an exceptional feature. If his- 
tory is conceived of as a sacred zodiacal 
completeness, then living through it be- 
comes an everlasting return. Ancient as- 
trological wisdom, however, never brings 
one back to exactly the same unchanged 
initial point. It teaches people, who observe 
the world and create the world, to come 
back to their own selves in any situation, 
to come back to their solid system of val- 
ues. 

Each particular time engenders and 
structures its own Space - this is the scene 
of historical behaviour. 
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IIPOCTPAHCTBOTO 



THE SPACE 



Tp^reaHKH ot „CTpaHaia Ha xmijmaTa 
rpaaoBe", KaKTO e HapHnaHa 06- 
jiacTTa b noflHOKHeTO Ha njiaHHHaTa 
HMeoH, Bi>jirapHTe 3anoHBaT yHacraeTO ch 
b npepa3npeaejieHHeTO Ha EBpo-A3H5i. He- 
toboto Hanaro ce oraacfl kt>m irtpBHTe Be- 
KOBe Ha xHJiHflOJieTHeTO cjiea po^caeHHeTO 



Starting from "the country of thousand 
towns", as the region in the foots of 
Imeon was called, Bulgarians took 
their share in the redivision of Eurasia. The 
beginning is in the first centuries after the 
birth of Jesus Christ, and its duration cov- 
ers the whole transition from Antiquity to 



OBjiaAflBaHeTO Ha KyjiTypHO-ncropHHecKOTO 
npocipaHCTBO - Oi^nrapcKHTe ormima na u,HBHjiH3aij;H5i. 



The mastering of the cultural-historic space - the 
Bulgarian fireplaces of civilization. 
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BtJirapCKHHT 3JiaTeH AeBeTH BeK, KOAHpaH BT>B (|)OpMH, 

o6pa3H h 6arpw. HacT ot CTapo6i>jirapcKOTO BjiaAeTejic- 
ko cbicpoBume, otkphto npH rp. HarH CeHT Mhkjioiii 
(RHeuma PyM-bHHfl). 
Xydootcecmeeno-ucmopuHecKu My3eu - Bueua. 

The golden 9 th century of Bulgaria encoded in forms, 
images, colours and gold - a part of the Ancient 
Bulgarian rulers' treasure found near the town of Nagy 
St. Miklosh, Transilvania, present Romania. 
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Wien. 



HMnepuflTa Ha KaH MpHHK ot po#a J\yno npe3 IV-V b. 
(no fl. /J. CbCh/io6,„nhmH Ha EhAaapun", Cocfiun, 19 36). 



The Empire of Khan Irnik from the Dulo dynasty in 4 ,h - 5 th c. 
{after D. Susulov, The Road of Bulgaria, Sofia, 1936). 




20 














la >. ...... 






• ^*^*»«fi(»«**N**'" ■ 














22 



CpeGtpHo 6jtk>ao — BH3aHTHHCKH AunjiOMamqecKH #ap 
Ha KaH Ky6paT ot ctKpoBHmeTO b norpe6eHHeTO My, 
otkphto Kpafi c. Manaa nepeurqeriHHa, flHeuma yKpaii- 
Ha. BepoHTHo HaH-6oraTaTa norpe6ajiHa HaxoAKa b Eb- 
pona ot paHHOTo cpe^HOBeKOBHe. 
EpMumajtc, CauKm IJemep6ype. 

A silver dish - a Byzantine diplomatic present for Khan 
Kubrat from the treasure of his burial found near the vil- 
lage of Malaya Pereshchepina, Ukraine. Probably one 
of the richest burial finding in Europe in the Early 
Middle Ages. 
Hermitage, Sankt Petersburg. 



CrapaTa BejiHKa EtjirapHfl Ha KaH Ky6paT 
ot pofla JJyno (632-665 r.). 

The Old Great Bulgaria of Khan Kubrat (632-665). 
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Ha Hucyc Xpucroc, a npOAtJDKHTejiHOCTTa 
My oGxBama ijejiHA npexofl ot aHTHHHOCT 
kt>m cpeAHOBeKOBHe. ByjiKaH^T MQyKjsy 
IlepcHfl Ha ApHHTe h IlaMHpo-XHHAyKyiH- 
KaTa HHTepaKTHBHa 30Ha H36yxBa b pa3A- 
BH^CBaHeTO, HaxjiyBaHexo h npecejiBaHeTO 
Ha aeceTKH Hapo^H. TexHHTe HMeHa npoc- 
BeTBaT KpaTKOTpaiiHO b nncMeHHTe H3BopH 

H H3He3BaT KaTO HCKpH B MpaKa - MHOIX)- 

jnoflHHTe h npocnaBeHH b 6htkh CapMaTH 
h AjiaHH, ABapH h Xa3apH, KaKTO h Haii- 

6e3MHJIOCTHHTe H3Me^Cfly BCHHKH, XyHHTe, 

BOfleHH ot Arajia, „6o>KHfl 6hh". Pa36HT 
npe3 451 r. Ha KaiajiyHCKHTe noneTa 
(IIIaMnaH, OpaHumi) ot poaeHHH b flypoc- 
TopyM (AHeniHHH rpafl CnjiHCTpa, EtJira- 
Phh) ^jiaBHH AeijHH, ATHJia ce npeBpT>ma 
b K^pBaB koa Ha BejiHKOTO npeceneHHe Ha 
HapoAHTe. 

T03H B3pHB Ce TT>JlKyBa KaTO CJieflCTBHe 

ot HaTHCKa Ha HacTT>nBamHTe HOMa^H, ko- 
hto HflBaT ot h3tok ot KnTafi h npe3 Hero, 
hjih cnH3aT ot njiaHHHCKHTe MacHBH, 3a ,ii,a 
o6pa3yBaT BpeMeHHH eTHO-fleMorpa(f)CKH 
o6u|hocth. 3a B^jirapHTe o6ane TaKaBa 

npHHHHHOCT hhto e irbjma, hhto e BflpHa, 

3amoTo Te He ce flBH^caT Ha 3anaji, xaoTHH- 
ho, noflroHeHH ot npecjieaBaHH, h He tip- 
cat H30JiHpaHH paiioHH, 3a m ce 3acen^T 
Ha BCHKa ueHa. 

B pa3JiHHHe ot flpyrHTe m>THHi^H h 
cntTHHi^H b Ta3H MHipamra, EixJirapHTe He 
ce 030BaBaT b CTeirra, 3a #a ocnrypflT xpa- 
Ha Ha cTaflaTa ch, KaKTO 6h Tpfl6Bajio #a ce 
onaKBa npn CTaimapTHaTa cxeMa Ha BejiH- 
koto npecejieHHe, a Haii-Hanpe# ce HacTa- 
HMBaT b U,eHTpaneH KaBKa3. Te H36HpaT 
HeroBHTe njioaopo^HH aojihhh c TaMoniHH- 
Te CTapn rpaflOBe, kohto c^xparoiBaT, noc- 
TpoflBaT hobh h npofltJDKaBaT na noflflT>p- 

^CaT OCHOBHHTe OTpaCJIH Ha HKOHOMHKaTa 

ch b o6MeH c noflxoflflmH napTHbopn b 
ApeBHa KyjiTypHa cpefla. 



the Middle Ages. The volcano between 
Persia of the Aryans and the Pamir- 
Hindukush interactive zone erupted in the 
stir, invasion and migration of dozens of 
peoples. Their names flicker for a second in 
written sources and disappear as sparkles in 
the dark - the numerous and famous in bat- 
tle Sarmatians and Alans, Avars and 
Hazars, and the most merciless of all, the 
Huns, lead by Attila, "God's curse". 
Defeated in 451 on the Catalaun fields 
(Champagne, France) by Flavius Aetius 
(bom in Durostorum, today's Silistra in 
Bulgaria), Attila became a bloody symbol 
of the Great Migration of Peoples. 
This eruption is interpreted as a conse- 
quence of the pressure of the nomads, com- 
ing from the east, from China or through 
China, or coming down from the mountain 
ranges, to form temporary ethnic and de- 
mographic communities. For the 
Bulgarians, however, such a motive is nei- 
ther complete nor correct. They did not 
move to the west chaotically, driven by 
their enemies, they did not seek isolated ar- 
eas to settle in at all costs. 
As different from other travelers and co- 
travelers in this migration, Bulgarians did 
not move to the steppe to supply their herds 
with food, as one might expect by the stan- 
dard scheme of the Migration. Bulgarians 



3HaijH Ha Me2KAyHapo#Ho npH3Haia BnajieTencKa 

HHCTHTyiJH5I - IjapCKH HHCHrHHH OT CBKpOBHIIjeTO B nOT- 

pe6eHHeTO Ha KaH Ky6paT, kohto flOKyMeHTHpaT 
HeroBOTO npo3peHHe 3a GnaropoAHO cuhhctbo Meacfly 

TaHrpM3T>M H XpHCTHHHCTBO. 

EpMiimajtc, Cawcm IJemep6ype. 

Signs from the internationally acknowledged rulers' 
institution - king's insignia from the treasure of 
Khan Kubrat's burial, which document his insight of 
the noble unity between Tangrism and Christianity. 
Hermitage, Sankt Petersburg. 
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TaM e CTapa BejiHKa EiwirapiiH, KaK- 

TO 51 HapHMaT nHCMCHHTe H3BOpH. CjieflH OT 
HMeTO H H OT eTHO-KyjlTypHOTO H Hacjieac- 

tbo AHec ce Ha6jno#aBaT b KaBKa3KaTa 
BajiKapun, b kooto TonoHHMH^Ta ome na- 
3H cnoMeHa 3a Eajix, CTOJiimaTa Ha naMHp- 



settled first of all in the Central Caucasus. 
They chose its fertile valleys and old 
towns, which they preserved, and built new 
ones. They kept their basic economic activ- 
ities in the interchange with suitable part- 
ners in an old cultural environment. 



BojDKKa E-bjirapHfl (j\o XV b.) c ejjHa ot CBOHTe 
CTOJiHua rp. Bonrap - flHec TepHTopHH Ha apxeo- 
jiorHnecKM npoyHBaHMH, Ha 3ana3eHM TpaAHUHH h Ha 

KyjlTypHO-HCTOpHMeCKO HaCJieflCTBO. 



Volga Bulgaria till 15 th c. and one of its capitals, the 
town of Bolgar. Today, it is the site of archaeological 
investigations, of preserved traditions and cultural-his- 
torical heritage. 
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fleiaHJi ot yKpennTejiHaTa cwcTeMa Ha Bonrap. 



A detail of the fortification system of Bolgar. 



CKO-xHHflyKyniKaTa Eauxapa/Eanrapa, h 3a 
CT^ceflHaTa h KpenocT Amoii/Aioii. 

Ky6paTOBa BejiHKa ET>jirapnH ce ct>3- 
flaBa b ITpHa30BHeTO h no CeBepHOTO ripH- 
HepHOMOpne c TaMaHCKH^ nojiyocTpoB. 
Tosa e fltp^caBaTa Ha KaH KyGpaT, kohto 
me ce pa3KJioHH b ABe Apyrn, e^HaTa - Ha 
ceBep, ApyraTa - Ha K>r. no nope^neTO Ha 
peiea Bojira me Bi>3HHKHe BojiacKa Bi>jira- 
pHH, koato me npoctmecTByBa hakojiko 
CTOJieTra no XV b., a ot flBeTe CTpaHH Ha 
/JojiHHA /],yHaB h Ha K>r ^o CTapa njiaHHHa 
me ce npeMecTH h ynpeflH Hafi-^CH3Hecno- 
coSHaTa - ^yHaacKa Bi>jirapHH. 

IlocToaHHOTO 3aBpi>maHe B LtHKJIHHeC- 
ko BpeMe e HCTopHnecKO noBeaeHHe, KoeTO 
BT^nporoBOKfla cBOjrra co6cTBeHa HfleHTH- 
(f)HKamra b KaKBHTO h ycjioBHH #a nonaa- 
HaT HeroBHTe hochtcjih. ^BH^ceHHeTo Ha 



There is Old Great Bulgaria, as it is called 
in written historical sources. Traces of its 
name and its ethnic and cultural heritage 
can be found in Balkaria in the Caucasus. 
The toponyms there still keep the memory 
of Balh, the capital of the Pamir- 
Hindukush Balhara/Balgara, and of the 
neighbouring fortress of Anzoi/Anzi. 
Kubrat's Great Bulgaria was founded 
along the Azov Sea, the Northern Black 
Sea and the Taman Peninsula. This is the 
State of Khan Kubrat, which will give birth 
to two other States - one in the north, the 
other in the south. Volga Bulgaria will ap- 
pear along the valley of the Volga and will 
exist until the 15 th c. On both sides of the 
Danube and down to the Balkans in the 
south will be founded the sturdiest State, 
that of Danubian Bulgaria, 
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Bi.3npoH3Be^naHe Ha uHBHJiioauHa. 
ITbpBaTa 6-bJirapcKa HMnepna Ha /JyHaB npn 
KaH Acnapyx ot po^a JJyno (680-700 r.) h 
KaH TepBen ot po#a flyjio (700-721 r.). 



The first Bulgarian Empire on the Danube under the 
rule of Khan Asparuh (680-700) and Khan Tervel 
(700-721). Statehood regenerates its civilization in the 
place where it is dislocated. 
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B'bjirapHTe e H3irtjiHeH0 c aoctohhctboto 

Ha BT>3npOH3Be>K#aHeTO Ha IJHBHJIH3aiJH5I, 

T.e. Ha onpefleneHa h fltji6oKo oci>3HaTa 
CTpofiHa ypefl6a ot hopmh 3a HCTopHHecico 
noBefleHHe, 0CT>mecTB5iBaH0 Ha paBHnmeTO 

Ha Hafi-BHCOKHTe MaTepHaJIHH H flyXOBHH 

nociTDKeHHfl Ha flafleHaia enoxa. 

TaxaBa mhcha He ce H3m>jiH5iBa caMo c 

Te>KKOBT>OpT>)KeHaTa KOHHHIja, K05ITO BHHa- 

th h HaBcaK^e Mo^e jiecHo fla oprami3H- 
pa iiepapxHHTa Ha fli>p^caBHHH h Ha cTonaH- 



The everlasting return in Cyclic time is a 
historical behaviour, which reproduces its 
own identification, no matter in what situa- 
tion its bearers may find themselves. The 
mobility of Bulgarians is made up of the 
dignity of reproduction of civilization, i.e. 
a definite and deeply rationalized strict sys- 
tem of norms of historical behaviour, real- 
ized on the level of the highest material and 
spiritual achievements of the time. 
Such a mission cannot be achieved simply 



CpeG^pmiflT opeji ot cbKpoBHiuHHre AapOBe b norpeGe- 
HHeTO Ha KaH Acnapyx npw c. Bo3HeceHKa Ha Gpera 
Ha /jHeirtp. Myseu na ep. 3anopo.mue, YKpauHa. 



The silver eagle from the treasure presents in Khan 
Asparuh's burial near the village of Voznesenka. 
Museum of the town of Zaporozhie, Ukraine. 
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3eMjieHHTe OT6paHHTejiHH cboptaceHHJi, t. Hap. Acna- 
pyxoBH BajioBe, b paiioHa Ha JJojihh flyHaB h Ha nejrra- 
Ta My, c o6ma ,irbJDKHHa Hafli 1000 km - onepTaHa TepH- 
TopnH Ha fl-bpacaBa, kohto npHoGmaBa c jiohjthoct h 
cnpaBejyiHBOCT CjiaBHHHTe h KtCHoaHTHHHOTO Hacejie- 
HHe. Eh/iaapcKU eoeuen amAac, G, 1979 



The earth defenses called Asparuh's dykes, in the 
region of Lower Danube and the Delta. Their total 
lenght is over 1000 kilometers. A defied territory of a 
state, which unifies the Slavs and the Late Antiquity 
population with loyalty and justice. 
Bulgarian Military Atlas, Sofia, 1979. 
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ckim )khbot. HancTHHa, EtJirapnTe OBJia- 
AiiBaT npocTpaHCTBaTa Ha HCTopHOTa ch c 

BOHHCKa HeCT, KOHTO, KaKTO MeTa^OpHMHO 

h xapaKTepH3HpaT ToraBauiHHTe aBTopn, e 
„o6arpeHa ot KptBTa Ha HenpHirrejia". C 
peuiHTejiHa h hskjhohhtcjiho 6oecnoco6Ha 
apMira, EtJirapHTe ycTOABaT Ha bchhkh H3- 
nHTamra. BT>3npOH3Be^KflaHeTO Ha ijhbhjih- 
3au;H5i o6ane He e cjiasa Ha Henpeia>CHaTO 
cpa^caBamn ce MeneHocijH. 3aBOK)BaHOTO 
npocTpaHCTBO TpnGBa fla ce ycBOH c #06- 
poAeTejiH, kohto cwBopflBaT aejia ToraBa, 
KoraTO KOHHHijHTe cjm3aT ot KOHeTe. Te3H 
AoGpo^eTejiH ca jiohjihoct, TOJiepaHT- 
hoct h cnpaeefljiMBOCT. CnpaBeAJiHBocT- 
Ta Ha B^jirapHTe e noHTH jiereH^a b nncMe- 

HHTe H3BOpH, HO JlOHJIHOCTTa H TOJiepaHT- 

HOCTTa ce flOJiaBHT m npn apxeojiorHHecKH 
pa3KonKH. Te #0Ka3BaT BepcxaTa Ttpim- 
moct Ha T03M HapoA, KOHTO, 3ana3BafiKH 

H3nOBHflBaHeTO Ha CBOfl MOHOTeHCTHHeH 

TaHrpH3T>M, He npecjieABa xpHCTHAHH, 6y- 
flHCTH, 30poacTpHHUH h K)fleH. EtnrapHTe 
AonpHHacHT h 3a KOHCojraflaijHflTa Ha 
Apyra HapoAH b opraHH3HpaHH o6iu;hoc- 
th, Haii-nepcneKTHBHaTa ot kohto e 6t>ji- 
rapo-cnaBHHCKaTa b flyHaBCKa ET>jirapira. 
YcBO^BaHeTO Ha npocTpaHCTBOTO e 
o6eflHHeHHe Ha bchhkh 3a H3m>jiHeHHe Ha 
eAHa u;eji - npeBpi>maHeTO My b macto, Ha 
KoeTO HcTopHiiTa 3acTaBH repoHTe ch fla 
aeiicTBaT b ynecTeHHH pHTtM Ha Henpe- 
KtcHaTo ct3flaBamoTo ce Stfleme. Mexa- 

HH3M r bT Ha T03H npOIjeC e CKpHT B flT>p- 

^caBHOCTTa KaTO HanHH Ha MHCJieHe-no- 
Be^eHHe h ce npo^BflBa bt>b 4>yHKu;HOHH- 
paHeTo Ha ,H,T>p2KaBaTa. 



by a heavy cavalry, which is able to organ- 
ize the hierarchy of administrative and eco- 
nomic life always and everywhere. It is true 
that Bulgarians conquered historical space 
with military valour, which, as authors of 
that time characterized it, "is marred by the 
blood of the enemy." With a brave and high- 
ly efficient army Bulgarians stood up 
against all trials. Reproduction of civiliza- 
tion, however, is not in the glory of the ever- 
fighting swordsmen. Conquered space must 
be mastered with virtues, which are trans- 
formed into deeds when horsemen get off 
their horses. Such virtues are loyalty, toler- 
ance and justice. The justice of Bulgarians 
is legendary, according to written sources, 
while loyalty and tolerance can be detected 
even in archaeological excavations. They 
prove the religious tolerance of this people 
who, preserving its monotheistic Tangrism, 
does not persecute Christians, Buddhists, 
Zoroastrians, and Judeans. Bulgarians also 
contributed to the consolidation of other 
peoples into organized communities, most 
promising of which was the Bulgarian- 
Slavic one in Danubian Bulgaria. 

Mastering of space means the unifica- 
tion of all for the realization of a common 
goal. It must become a place, in which 
History makes its heroes act, following the 
quick rhythm of the everlasting creation of 
the future. The mechanism of this process 
is contained in statesmanship, as a manner 
of thinking and acting. It becomes explicit 
in the functioning of the State. 
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Phmckhat Tean>p b IIjiobahb, ApeBHua 
rpajj OmmnonojiHC. 



The Roman Theatre in Plovdiv, the ancient town 
of Philipopolis. 
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flMABATA 



THE STATE 



HMeHHHKT>T Ha G^jirapcKiue Ka- 
Hoee, OTKpHT b cpe^aTa Ha XIX b. 
b c6opHMK OT pycKM ptKOnHCH, e 
jieTonnceH naMeTHHK Ha BJiafleTencKHTe 
poflOBe h Ha TexHHTe ijapcTBamn mt^^c 
IIocjieflHiraT, kohto e cnoMeHaT b ciraci>Ka, 
e Ha30BaH Yiviop, 3acBH#eTejicTBaH Ha Tpo- 
Ha npe3 765 r. hjih 85 toahhh cneA B r b3ij;a- 
pHBaHeTO Ha Acnapyx. TbH KaTO ^OKyMeH- 
tt>t OTAejw Acnapyx ot HbpBoocHOBaTejifl 
Abhtoxoji c 515 roflHHH, Yiviop, no bchh- 
ko H3rjie)Kfla, e nocTaBHji HanajiOTO Ha cbo- 
eTO KaHCTBO 600 toahhh cjiefl Hero. ToBa 
me pene, ne „MMeHHHK r bT" ^arapa bochho- 
nojiHTHHecKaia noflBa Ha ocHOBonojio^CHH- 
Ka Ha fltpxaBaTa b 165 r. 

Ta3H e roflHHaTa, kt^m kohto Tp5i6Ba «a 
ce OTHece eb3flaBaHeT0 Ha 6i>jirapcKaTa 
Ai>p^caBHOCT b EBpona, iio-tohho b hchhuh 
KaBKa3K0-4epH0M0pCKH GaceiiH, icbfleTo 
Ky6paT0Ba BejiHKa Ewirappra e 6njia Bene 
BOfleHa ot AHHacTHHecKHfl pofl ^yjio. Oc- 
BeH Ayjio, b „HMeHHHKa" ca perHCTpnpa- 
hh h poflOBeTe Bokhji h YraiiH. GvumaTa 
Ha BJiaaeTejicKHH po# He ce H3BT>pniBa c 
ABopijOB npeBpaT, a c H36op. Ta3H HanajiHa 
KOHCTHTyi^HOHHO-MOHapxHnecKa npaKTHKa 
ce ocLiiiecTBHBa ot bh# ceHaT, T.e. ot ct>6- 
paHHeTO Ha 6oHJiHTe, maBHTe Ha apncTOK- 
paTHnecKHTe ceMeiicTBa. 

IlpecjiaBeH ch ocTaBa o6ane m>pBHflT 
3acBHfleTejicTBaH b „MivieHHHKa" po# Ayjio, 
kt>m kohto npHHafljie^cH h Abhtoxoji. Kom- 

6HHHpaHH nHCMeHH H e3HKOBH flaHHH, 

BKJHOHHTejiHO h napajiejiH c ApeBHonep- 

CHHCKH5I e3HK ? #OKa3BaT, He HMeTO Ha T03H, 

kohto BOflH jieTonnca Ha 6T>jirapcKHTe Ka- 



The Name-List of Bulgarian Khans, 
discovered in the middle of the 19th 
c. in a collection of Russian manu- 
scripts, is a chronicle of the ruling families 
and their royal representatives. The last 
name in the Name-List is Umor, who was 
on the throne in 765, or 85 years after 
Asparuh's enthronement. Since the docu- 
ment separates Asparuh from the founding fa- 
ther Avitohol by a period of 5 1 5 years, Umor 
most probably set the beginning of his reign 
600 years after him. This means that "The 
Name-List of Bulgarian Khans" dates the 
military and political appearance of the 
founder of the state back to the year 165. 

This is the year with which we must 
connect the beginning of the Bulgarian 
state in Europe, more precisely in the 
Caucasian and Black Sea basin, where 
Kubrat's Great Bulgaria was already ruled 
by the dynasty Dulo. In addition to the 
Dulo family, the Name-List also registers 
the dynasties of Vokil and Ugain. The 
change of the ruling dynasty took place 
not by means of a coup but through elec- 
tion. This primeval constitutional and 
monarchic procedure was performed by a 
kind of Senate, i.e. the assembly of the 
boyls, heads of aristocratic families. 

But the glory remains with the first dy- 
nasty Dulo, registered in the Name-List. To 
it also belonged Avitohol. Written and lin- 
guistic data, including also parallels with 
old Persian language, prove that the name 
at the top of the Name-List of Bulgarian 
Khans means "the son of a deer/roe." In a 
Lithuanian Mediaeval text, which, with ex- 
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HaH-AP^BHM5i 3acera jieionMC Ha 6i>jirapcKaTa Atp^caB- 
hoct - „Mmchhhk Ha G-bJirapcKHTe KaHOBe". CHHOAajieH 
ptKonnc 280, XpoHorpacJ) ot XVII b. /Jbpjfcaeeu ucrno- 
punecKU My3eu y MocKea. 



The most ancient, for now, chronicle of Bulgarian 
statehood - The Name-List of Bulgarian Khans. 
Synodal manuscript 280, Chronograph of 17 th century. 
State Museum of History, Moscow. 
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HopiviaAU3upaHUflm mekcm Ha 
,,1/lMeHHuk Ha 6"bA2apckume kaHoBe"* 
om 165 go 765 2.: 

ABMTOXOA >ku6fl 300 aoguHu. A 
pogbm My 6e flyAO. ToguHama My 
fll/IAOM TBI/IPEM. 

I/IPHI/IK >kuBa 150 aoguHU. Pogbm My 
6e flyAO. ToguHama My fll/IAOM 
TBI/IPEM. 

rOCTYH - mo3u 6e HaiviecmHuk. 
Pog^m My EpMU. FoguHama My flOXC 
TBI/IPEM. 

KOYPT gbp>ka 60 aoguHU. Pogbm My 
flyAO. foguHama My LLJErOP BEHEM. 

5E3MEP - 3 aoguHU. Pogbm My 
flyAO. ToguHama My LUErOP BEMEM. 

Te3U 5 kHA3e uapyBaxa 515 aoguHU 
om gpyaama cmpaHa Ha flyHaBa c 
ocmpuaaHU 2AaBu. A CAeg moBa gouge 
l/ICnEPI/IX om ma3u cmpaHa Ha 
flyHaBa, kakmo e u goceaa. 

MCnEPMX - 61 aoguHu. Pogbm My 
flyAO. fbgiiHama My BEPEHI/I AAEM. 

TEPBEA - 21 2oguHU. Pogbm My 
flyAO. ToguHama My TEKY HI/ITEM. 

TBI/IPEM - 28 aoguHu. Pogbm My 
flyAO. rogiiHama My flBAH LLIEXTEM. 

CEBAP - 15 aoguHu. Pogbm My flyAO. 
ToguHama My TOX AATOM. 

KOPMI/ICOUJ - 17 2oguHU. A pogbm 
My 6e BokuA. loguHama My LLIErOP 
TBI/IPEM. To3u kHH3 u3MeHU poga 
flyAoB, cupen BI/IXTYH. 

BI/IHEX - 7 aoguHu. Pogbm My BokuA. 
ToguHama My HMEH-LUErOP AAEM. 

TEAEI4 - mpu 2oguHu. Pogbm My 
YaauH. A 2oguHama My COMOP 
AATEM. 

yMOP - 40 gHU. Pogbm My BokuA. 
ToguHama My flMAOM TYTOM. 



Here is the complete text of 'The 



Name-List of Bulgarian Khans * in 
modern Bulgarian: 

AVITOHOL lived 300 years. His family 
was Dulo. His year was DILOM 
TVIREM. 

IRNIK lived 150 years. His family was 
Dulo. His year was DILOM TVIREM. 

GOSTUN. He was a proxy. His family 
was ErmL His year was DOKS TVIREM. 

KOURT held power for 60 years. His 
family was Dulo. His year was SHEGOR 
VECHEM. 

BESMER, 3 years. His family was 
Dulo. His year was SHEGOR VECHEM. 

These princes ruled for 515 years on 
the other side of the Danube with 
shaved heads. Then came ISPERIH on 
this side of the Danube, as it is now. 

ISPERIH, 61 years. His family was 
Dulo. His year was VERENI ALEM. 

TERVEL, 21 years. His family was 
Dulo. His year was TEKU CHITEM. 

TVIREM, 28 years. His family was 
Dulo. His year was DVAN SHEHTEM. 

SEVAR, 15 years. His family was Dulo. 
His year was TOH ALTOM. 

KORMISOSH, 17 years. His family 
was VOKIL. His year was SHEGOR 
TVIREM. This prince changed the 
family Dulo, that is VIHTUN. 

VINEH, 7 years. His family was Vokil. 
His year was IMEN-SHEGOR ALEM. 

TELETZ, 3 years. His family was 
Ugain. And his year was SOMOR 
ALTEM. 

UMOR, 40 days. His family was Vokil. 
His year was DILOM TUTOM. 



* ToduHume na ebstuecmeue ^MMennuKa " ca 3anucanu c 
uMeuama na otcneomhume om soduaKanHun icpbe na dpee- 
H06bA2apCKUH Kiueiidap 



* The years of enthronement were recorded in the Name-List 
of Bulgarian Khans using the names of the animals from the 
zodiacal circle of the ancient Bulgarian calendar. 
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HOBe, 03Ha*iaBa „CHHa Ha ejieHa/cbpHaTa". 

B eflHH JIHTOBCKH CpeflHOBeKOBCH TeKCT, 

kohto c npHMepn pa3Ka3Ba jiereHflaTa 3a 
irbpBHfl uap, 3a fleTeTO-K)HaK, noaxBtpjie- 
ho, 3a ,n;a yMpe, ho macTjiHBo cnac^BaHO, 

H3pHHHO Ce Ka3Ba, He „. . .KH5I3T>T MH3HHCKH 

(no puMCKomo Mu3uh 3a Ceeepna EhJiea- 
pun - 6. md.) hjih G'bJirapcKH 6hji OTio>p- 
MeH ot cT>pHa, cjiea KaTO 6hji 3axBi>pjieH b 
ropcKHH nymHHaK ^a 3arHHe..." 

EjieH'LT/ctpHaTa ca 300MOp(f)HH ko^obc 
Ha HeGecHOTO cjn>Hu;e, chmbojih Ha ypaHH- 
necKHH 6or. TaKOBa 03HanaBaHe Ha Stnrap- 
CKaTa fltp^caBHOCT npn caMOTO h sapaacjja- 
He HanBJiHO ce noflieperoi ot cjrbHHeBH5i ro- 
flHHiHO-u,HKnoB Kajiemjap h BHymaBa H#e5i- 
Ta 3a B^pBaHHii 6o^cecTBeH xapaicrep Ha 
KaHCKaTa HHcraTyijHfl. HeiiHaTa npoeiojHfl 
b peajiHaTa HCTopHneciea aeftcTBHTejiHOCT 
ro noTBT>p^cflaBa, 3apaAH MomTa h. 

HacjieflHHKT>T Ha ABHToxojioBaTa /jtp- 
^caBa MpHMK, ci»rjiacHO „HMeHHHKa" hjih 
EpaH b flpyra TpaHCKpHmjHfl, e £o6pe no3- 
HaT Ha apMeHCKHTe nncMeHH h3tohhhu,h 3a 
enoxaTa, 3amoTO EtJirapHTe ot U,eHTpa- 

JieH KaBKa3 HeKOJIKOKpaTHO npOHHKBaJIH b 

ApMeHH^ h ce 3acejiBanH TaM. „OrpoMeH 
ct>k)3 ot Hapofln", HaflBHCHaji 3anjiauiHTeji- 
ho Haa riepcHHCKaTa HMnepHH okojio cpe- 
aaTa Ha V b., KoraTO th 6HJia ynpaBJiflBaHa 
ot CacaHHflCKaTa flHHacTHa. 

„Te 6axa MHoro6poeH Hapo#, no-MHoro- 
HHcneH ot iracbica b Mopem.." - HanHCBa 
npe3 X b. xa3apcKH5iT KaraH HochcJ) 3a 
EtjirapHTe Ha KaH Ky6paT. Ome ot IV b. 
HacaM pofl^T Ayno opraHH3Hpa ^p^aBaTa 
ch Me^CAy peKHxe /Joh h Ky6aH, npe3 80-Te 
roAHHH Ha VI b. ta BJiH3a b ctcTaBa Ha 3a- 
naflHOTiopKCKHH xaraHaT, ho KoraTO b Ha- 
najioTo Ha VII b. toh HeH36e)KHO ce pa3na- 
fla, t# HaHOBO yxpenBa. Torasa, okojio 
632 r., Ha KaHCKHH npecTOJi ce Bi^KaHBa 
Ky6paT, HapeneH b „HMeHHHKa" KypT, hh- 



amples, tells the legend of the first king, of 
the child-hero, abandoned to die, but hap- 
pily rescued, we can read that "...the 
Prince of Moesia (the Roman name for 
Northern Bulgaria) or Bulgaria was 
brought up by a roe, after being abandoned 
in the woods to perish. .." 

The deer/roe is a zoomorphic code of the 
heavenly Sun, symbols of the uranic god. 
Such a description of the Bulgarian State, 
in its very beginning, is fully supported by 
the solar cyclic calendar. It explicates the 
idea of the divine nature of the Khan's in- 
stitution. Its projection onto actual histori- 
cal reality is a confirmation of this, because 
of its might. 

The successor of Avitohol's State Irnik, 
according to the Name-List, or Eran in a 
different transcription, is well known in 
Armenian written sources of the time for 
Bulgarians of the Central Caucasus pene- 
trated Armenia several times and settled 
there. "An enormous alliance of peoples" 
threatened the Persian Empire around the 
5th c, when it was ruled by the Sassanian 
dynasty. 

"They were numerous, many more than 
the sands in the sea. . .," wrote in the 10th c. 
the Hazar Kagan Joseph about the 
Bulgarians of Khan Kubrat. As early as 
the 4th c. the family Dulo organized their 
State between the rivers Don and Kuban. In 
the 80s of the 6th c. it was included into the 
Western Turkic Haganat, but when in the 
beginning of the 7th c. it began to disinte- 
grate, the State gained strength once again. 
Then, about 632, Kubrat, called Kurt in the 
Name-List, whose name must be read as 
'sun' or 'beautiful' in an ancient Iranian in- 
terpretation occupied the throne of the 
Khan. 

Born cir. 585-587 in the family Dulo, 
which, according to Chinese sources must 
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IbguHa 


EbAHfcPI/ITE 


EBPOnA 


A3I/IH 


165 


HanaAO Ha HaG-gpe6miH 3ace8a 


Puivickama uivinepua. l/livinepamop Mapk ABpeAuQ 


fluHacmua XaH 8 Kumau (25-221) 




Aemonuc Ha gbp>kaGHOcmma 


(161-180) 


l/livinepua Ha llapmume 6 nepcua 




6 E6po-A3ua - „l/livieHHuk Ha 




Uap BoAoae3 IV (148-190) 




6bA2apckume kaHoBe" 






681 


OcHo6aHa rmpBama 6bA2apcka 


(ppaHkcka MepoBimacka guHacmua (511-751) 


fluHacmua TaH 6 Kumau (618-906) 




uivinepua Ha HyHa6 om kaH Acnapyx. 


Bu3aHmuucku uivinepamop K)HcmaHmuH IV 


OiviaQagcka guHacmim Ha Apa6ume (680-750) 




BepoamHO ocHoBaBaHe Ha BoA>kka 


(668-685) 






BbAaapua 8 kpaa Ha VII 6. 






864 


nokpbcmBaHe Ha Bwapume om 


BukUHBbm Plopux ocHoBaBa HoBaopog (862) 


flbpBu anoHCku guHacmuu (710-1160) 




kaH Bopuc I 


Bu3aHmuucku uivinepamop Teo(J)UA (829-867) 
CakcoHCka giiHacmua 6 Ah2auh (827-1016) 
topoAUHacka guHacmua 6^6 QpaHuufl (843-987) 


Apa6cko Hawecm6ue 6 Cpegu3eMHOMopuemo 



Year 


BULGARIANS 


EUROPE 


ASIA 


165 


The most ancient for now record of 
statehood - „The Name-List ot 
Bulgarian Khans" 


Rome - Emperor Marcus Aurelius (161-180) 


The Han Dynasty in China (25-221) 
Parthian Empire in Persia 
King Viologaesus IV (148-190) 


681 


Foundation of the First Bulgarian 
Empire on the Danube by Khan 
Asparuh. Probable foundation of the 
Volga Bulgaria at the end of 7 th c. 


Meroving's Dynasty of the Franks (511-751) 
Byzantine Emperor Constantinus IV (668-685) 


The Tan Dynasty in China (618-906) 

The Omayyad Dynasty of the Arabs (680-750) 


864 


Christianization of the Bulgarians by 
Khan Boris I 


Ruric the Viking founded Novgorod in 862 
Byzantine Emperor Theophilus (829-867) 
The Saxon Dynasty in England (827-1016) 
The Carolingian Dynasty in France (843-987) 


The first Japanese Dynasties (710-1160) 
Arab invasion in the Mediterranean region 



eTO HMe ? no e^Ha apeBHonpaHCKa HHTepn- 
peTaijHfl, 6m tph6bojio aa 03HanaBa „cjn>H- 
u;e" hjth „KpacnB". 

PofleH okojio 585-587 r. b pofla flyjio, 
kohto cnopeA khtumckm HiBopn ce npe- 
BOKfla KaTO poA na „6o&fflTe KOHe", Ha 
„KOHHHiiHTe 4 \ Ky6paT hoch KaKio 6o)KecT- 
BenaTa cjrbHHeBa cmhhuoct Ha AHHacTH5rra 
ch, TaKa h HennaTa nojnrnraecKa nap6a. 
HeroBaia BejiHKa Bi>jirapiifl ce npocTH- 
pa Ha h3tok flo p. KyCniH, a Ha 3anafl aocth- 
ra peKa ^Hern^p, Ha ceBep peica ^OHeijK, 
a Ha ior - - jxhrara Ha A30bcko h Ha ^epHO 
Mope. CTOJiMuaTa Ha A^p^aBaTa Ha Ky6- 
paT 6njia BejinnecTBeHaTa OaHaropHH Ha 
TaMaHCKHH nonyocTpoB b HepHO Mope, ot- 
iCLfleTO noAXBaHan ycneniHH AHnnoMaTH- 
MecKH nperoBopn c BH3aHTH$i. npe3 635 r. 
toh CKJiioHBa floroBop c HMnepaTop HpaK- 
jihh (610-641 r.), kohto CKperoraa c r bK)3a 



be read as the family of "battle horses", or 
of "horsemen", Kubrat is the incarnation 
of divine solar brightness of his dynasty 
and their political talent. His Great 
Bulgaria stretched to the Kuban river in 
the east and the Dnepar in the west. To the 
north it reached the Donetzk and to the 
south touched on the Azov and the Black 
Sea coast. The capital of Kubrat's State was 
the magnificent Fanagoria in the Taman 
Peninsula on the Black Sea. From there he 
began his successful diplomatic negotia- 
tions with Byzantium. In 635 Kubrat 
signed an agreement with Emperor Iraclius 
(610-641), who streightened his union 
with the Khan with lavish presents and a 
Byzantine aristocratic title. 

Kubrat, already a patrician of 
Constantinople and Khan of the 
Bulgarians, died in 665. His sons, who 
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OcTaHKH OT ITbpKBa OT flBOpiJOBHfl KOMIIJieKC B IIjIHCKa 

- CTOJiHua Ha HMnepuflTa ot 681 ao 893 r. 



Remnants of a church from the king's complex in 
Pliska, the capital of the Empire from 681 to 893. 
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ch c KaHa c 6oraTH aapoBe h c BH3aHTHHC- 
Ka apHCTOKpaTHHecKa THTJia. 

KoraTO npe3 665 r. Ky6paT - KOHCTaH- 

THHOnOJICKHilT naTpHIJHH, KaHtT Ha EtJira- 

pHTe - yMHpa, cHHOBeTe My, kohto cera 

KaTO He JIH H3JIH3aT OT npHTnaTa 3a „TpH- 

MaTa 6para", 3a na 3anoMHaT atpacaBHO- 
TBopnecKaTa ch fleHHOCT, nojiynaBaT 3aBe- 
maHHeTO „aa BJiaAenT HaBcaicbfle h «a He 
po6yBaT Ha flpyr Hapofl". Ta3H CBemeHa 
4>opMyjia b crana Ha enoxaTa, cna3eHa ot 
npHeMHHiiHTe, e npyrHHT H3Ka3 Ha ejjHO 
onpaBflaHO 3aKJiK)HeHHe, KoeTo ce cno^ejiii 
ot ctBpeMeHHHTe H3CJieflOBaTejiH: KyGpaT 
nocTaBH HananoTO Ha TpaiiHOTO h aKTHBHO 
Atp^caBHO-nojiHTHHecKo npHctCTBHe Ha 
B^jirapHTe b HcropHOTa Ha paHHOcpeaHO- 
BeKOBHa EBpona. 

TaKOBa npHCT>CTBHe no3HaBa o6ane h 
PycHH. EflBa npe3 XV b. th BKJiioHBa b npe- 
flejiHTe ch BojiHCKa Bi>jii a pun. Bt>3hhk- 
Hana npe3 VII BeK, BojDKKa E^jirapHfl npH- 
eMa HCJiHMa npe3 XB.no BpeMeTO Ha Ejia- 
Taeap, CHHa Ha AjiMyui IIIiuikh. 

ApaGcKHTe HKremecTBeHHLjH h reorpa- 
4>h onncBaT EtJirapnTe no Bojira, kohto 
roBopHT e3HK, eflHaKi»B c ^yHaBCKHTe, KaTO 

HeCpaBHHMH npOH3BO f aHTeJ!H Ha BCHKaKT>B 

BHfl 3eMeaejicKH KyjiTypn. „^CHTHHijaTa Ha 
PycHii", KaKTO 6HJia onpeAejnma Ta3H 
cTpaHa, Bjiageejia h TtproBHHTa etc cktjIih 
ko)kh, a MOHeToceneHeTo Ha HeHmrre BJia- 
aeTejiH ot X ao XV b. - nocjieaHHTe eK- 
3eMmi5ipH hocot ^aTaTa 1427/1428 r. - h 
OTpe^aaT pojiHTa Ha cpeAHmen ijeHTtp b 
o6MeHa Ha ctokh, H#eH h xopa ot h3tok 
kt>m 3anaa h ot ceBep Ha ior. IIeTT>p I Be- 
jihkh e HMan ntjiHO ocHOBaHHe aa 3anoB5i- 
#a npe3 1722 r. rprooMBO «a ce na35iT 6ui- 
rapcKHTe CTapHHH no Bojira - A0Ka3BaT ro 
pa3KonKHTe Ha CTOJiHijaTa Bynrap npn ah. 
ceno Eojirapo-YcneHCKoe, KbfleTO MOHy- 
MeHTanHH crpaAH e HCJiflMCKa apxHTeKTypa 
BT^iepecflBaT nponyTOTO MaficTopcTBO Ha 
S^jirapcKHTe CTpoHTejiH. 



seem now to represent the parable of the 
"three brothers", began their creative activ- 
ity as statesmen. On his death-bed Kubrat 
bequeathed to his sons "to rule everywhere 
and be slaves to nobody". This sacred for- 
mula in the spirit of the time, fulfilled by 
the successors, is another expression of a 
truthful conclusion, shared by contempo- 
rary scholars - Kubrat set the beginning of 
a stable and active political and stately 
presence of Bulgarians in the history of 
Europe in the early Middle Ages. 

Russia also experienced such a presence. 
It incorporated Volga Bulgaria within its 
boundaries only in the 15th c. Created in 
the 7th c, Volga Bulgaria adopted the 
Islam in the 10th c, during the rule of 
Blatavar, son of Almush Shilki. 

Arab explorers and geographers de- 
scribe the Bulgarians on the Volga, who 
speak a Bulgarian language, coinciding 
with that of Danubian Bulgarians, as unsur- 
passed producers of all sorts of agricultural 
products. "The granary of Russia", as this 
country was called, traded also in valuable 
animal hides. The coining of money be- 
tween 10th and 15th c. (last samples bear 
the date 1427/1428) assigned it a central 
position in the exchange of goods, ideas 
and people from East to West and from 
North to South. Peter the Great was right to 
order in 1722 that special measures were 
taken to preserve Bulgarian historical re- 
mains along the Volga. This is proved by 
excavations in the capital Bolgar, by the 
present-day village of Bolgaro-Uspenskoe, 
where monumental buildings of Muslim ar- 
chitecture exemplify the craftsmanship of 
Bulgarian builders. 

Archaeology still owes much to Volga 
Bulgarians. After Bolgar, the famous towns 
of Suvar, Ashli, Chelmat, Sabakula (or 
Saba and Kula), Tuhchin, Arnas, 
Isbul/Isbol, and Byular are waiting to be 
studied. The name of their inhabitants is 
mentioned for the last time in 1431 in the 
Russian Voznesensk manuscript. The name 
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ApxeojiorHHTa e Bee ome b a^jir kt>m 
MHHajioTO Ha BOJiKKHTe EtJirapH. Ocbch 
Byjirap, o^aKBaT aa 6tflaT npoyneHH rpa- 
flOBeie CyBap, Auijih, MejiMaT, Ca6aKyna 
(hjih Ca6a h Kyjia), TyxHHH, ApHac, Mc- 
6yji/Hc6oji, Biojiap. HivieTo Ha TexHHTe 
DKHTejiH ce cnoMeHaBa 3a nocjiefleH irbT 
npe3 1431 r. b pyciora Bi>3HeceHCKH neTO- 
nHC, a TOBa Ha TexHHTe HacjieflHHijH no cb- 
mHTe 3eMH 5 Ha ^yBaiiiHTe, ce noiiB^Ba 3a 
npi>B m>T e^Ba npe3 1 542 r. 

BojDKKa BT>jirapHH e cjiOMeHa, /JyHaBC- 
xa c^mecTByBa h #Hec. TnGenTa Ha MHoro 

TeXHH BOHHH, Ha >KeHH H fleu,a B 6HTKHTe 

cpeuiy TaTapo-MOHrojiHTe, apaGirre h oc- 
Mamprre 6eme BHCOKaTa u,eHa, iuiaTeHa ot 
BtJirapHTe, 3a m Mo^ce EBpona #a h3>kh- 
Bee oTHOCHTejiHO cnoKOHHO CBoeTO cpefl- 
HOBeKOBHe h fla pa3Li, r b(f)TH, a E^jirapHTe ^a 
3ary6flT TeMno. ,H,Hec e BpeMeTO h to3h 

6l>JirapCKH L(HBHJIM3aUMOHeH npHHOc aa 

G^ae 3aneTeH. 

B On03HU,HHTa Ha „H3He3BaHeTO-yCT05I- 

BaHeTo" ce BtnjrtmaBaT pa3JinHHH npo^BH 
Ha ycBOHBaHeTO Ha npocTpaHCTBOTO npe3 
MexaHH3Ma Ha fltp^caBHOCTTa, KoraTO th 
He e H30JiHpaHa m noAA^P^a b 3aHMOOTHO- 

HieHHHTa C HCTOpHHeCKHTe ch naprnbopM. 

BtJirapCKHTe atp^aBH ca npHMep 3a oct>3- 
HaTa co6cTBeHa H^eHTMHHOCT cnpHMO Apy- 
ywl h /Jpyrcire. U,eHTpajin3MpanaTa BJiacT 
He e ynpaBJieHHe Ha xopa, th e oiroBop- 

HOCT 3a HAeHTHHHOCTTa HM. 

Ako TOBa e TaKa, b TairbB cjiy^afi fltp- 
KaBaia e oejiacTeH M36op. 



of their successors in the same lands, the 
Chuvash people, appears for the first time 
in 1542. 

Volga Bulgaria tumbled down but 
Danubian Bulgaria is still alive. 

The death of many Bulgarian warriors, 
of women and children, in the battles 
against the Tartars and Mongols, against 
the Arab and the Ottoman armies, was the 
high price paid up by the Bulgarians, so 
that Europe could live in the Middle Ages 
in relative peace and prosperity. In the 
same time Bulgarians lagged behind. It is 
the right time today to assess Bulgarian 
contribution to civilization. 

The opposition "disappearance-resi- 
lience" embodies various ways of master- 
ing space through the mechanism of the 
State, when this State is not isolated and 
preserves its relationships with the histori- 
cal partners. Bulgarian States are an exam- 
ple of awareness of identity in relationship 
to the Other and the Others. Centralized 
power does not mean rule over people but 
responsibility for their identity. 

If this is so, then the State is an empow- 
ered Choice. 



U,apCKO-)KpeHeCKO TpaKKHCKO CbKpOBHme, 

otkphto npn ah. rp. BopoBO, PyceHCKo. 
n^pBa nojiOBHHa Ha IV b. np. Xp. 
Haiiuona/ien ucmopmecKu My3eii, Co&uh. 

King-Priest's Thracian treasure found near the present 
town of Borovo, Ruse Region, the first half of 4th c. 
BC, National Museum of History, Sofia. 
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H3E0PIT 



THE CHOICE 



Bcpe^aTa Ha VII b., aneA yaapa Ha 
Xa3apHTe B'bpxy BejiHKa E^jira- 
pna, CHHOBeTe Ha Ky6paT H3BT>pm- 
BaT 5 BceKH nooTAejiHO, cboh H36op. EaHH 
ocTaBa xa3apcKH Bacaji no CTapHTe MecTO- 
^CHBejiHHia Ha EtJirapMTe, KoTpar Tp^raa 
KtM 6 r tflemaia EtJirapHa na Bojira, Aji- 
i(eK (663-668) aoctmri K)>KHa MTajiiw, 
KbfleTO h flHec >KHBeflT ocTanKMTe ot Hapo- 
Aa My, a Ky6ep K)aciia MaKeAOHMH. 

^HmchhhktdT na GunapcKMTe KaHOBe" 
onpeflejiH o6ane caMO Acnapyx KaTO npaie 

HaCJieflHHK B AMHaC! HMCCKOTO pOAOCJIOBHe 

h cjieAOBaTejiHo Karo BJiaflereJi, nojiyHun 
npaBO Ha hctophhcckmh inGop. Hochtcjiht 
Ha HMeTO Acriapyx/Mcucpnx/EcnepepHx/ 
Hcnop (b 6i>JirapcKa'ra anoKpn(J)Ha BepcHH 

OT XI B.) HaiTbJfflO nOKpHBa MpaHCKOTO My 

3HaneHHe „6hji kohhhk", 3amoTO 6i>p30 ob- 
jiaAHBa TepirropHHTe Mexjsy peKHTe A He ~ 
m>p h ^Hecrbp h ao lOwiia EecapaSnii. 
KaHi>T ce yKpeiiHBa B r.nap. Ohfkji h na3H 
Atp^caBHOCTTa ot ny-)K}{\\ ynapn. 

Bt3KaHHJi ce iia ipona b roAHHaTa Be- 
peHH aneM (rojpma flpaKOH, Meceij m>pBH), 
Acnapyx, kohto, cnopefl „MMeHHHKa", yn- 
paBJiHBan 6 1 roAMHM, npe3 jihtoto Ha 681 r. 
6hjt HanaAHai or poMeirre. ToraBa BH3aH- 



U,eHTpajien ctchoiiuc b KyiiojinoTO noMemeHHe Ha Tpa- 
KMMCKaia rpoGimua B i p. ECa3aHJTLK - HaArpo6ne Ha oa- 

pHCKHH Uap CCBT III. IIIejlbOB'bp Ha eJIHHHCTHHeCKaTa 

)KHBonHC ot Kpan na IV h mmajiOTO Ha III b. np. Xp. 
FlaMemHUK ita KJHECKO. 

The central mural-painting in the dome chamber of the 
Kazanluk Thracian Tomb of the Odrysian King Seuthes 
III. A masterpiece of Hellenistic painting from the end of 
4 th c. and the eginning of 3 rd c. BC. UNESCO monument. 



In the middle of the 7th a, after the blow 
of the Hazars on Great Bulgaria, 
Kubrat's sons made their choice, each 
one in his own right. Bayan remained a 
vassal of the Hazars in the old Bulgarian 
lands. Kotrag started for the future Volga 
Bulgaria. Altzek (663-668) reached 
Southern Italy, where remnants of his peo- 
ple live even today. Kuber reached 
Southern Macedonia. 

"The Name-List of Bulgarian Khans", 
however, says that only Asparuh was the 
direct successor of the dynasty line and, 
therefore, as a ruler, had the right to histor- 
ical choice. The bearer of the name 
Asparuh/Isperih/Espererih/Ispor (in the 
Bulgarian apocryphal version of 11th c.) 
completely justifies its Iranian meaning of 
'white horseman'. He conquered the terri- 
tories between the rivers Dnepar and 
Dnester, and Southern Bessarabia very 
quickly. The Khan fortified himself in the 
so-called Ongul and defended the State 
against foreign attacks. 

Coming to the throne in the year Vereni 
alem (year of the Dragon, month one), 
Asparuh ruled for 61 years, according to 
the Name-List. In the summer of 68 1 the 
Romans attacked him. The Emperor of 
Byzantium Constantine IV Pogonat ap- 
proached by sea and by land to drive him 
away from the borders of Byzantium. After 
the battle, won by Kubrat's son, however, 
the Bulgarian Empire expanded south of 
the Danube, over the lands between the riv- 
er and the eastern slopes of the Balkans. 
Thus he created his bridgehead in south- 
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THHCKHHT HMIiepaTOp KoHCTaHTHH IV IIo- 

roHaT HacTi>nHJi no Mope h cyina cpenjy 
Hero, 3a #a ro OTXBTjpjra ot rpaHHiprre ch. 
CneA 6HTKaTa o6ane, MaficTopCKH cnene- 
jieHa ot Ky6paTOBH£ chh, GtJirapcieaTa ho- 
Ba HMnepHM Be^Hara ce pa3iimpHJia Ha ior 
ot JSyuaB b 3eMHTe Me^my pexaTa h H3toh- 
Ha CTapa miaHHHa, 3a m Cb3flafle npefl- 
MOCTHeTO ch b K)roH3TOHHa EBpona h fla 
3am,HTH h rapaHTnpa cnrypHOCTTa ch. 

TaM H OMaKBaJIH MH03HHa. KbCHOaHTHH- 

hoto HacejieHHe, Bene He TOJiKOBa KOMnaK- 

THO, B KOeTO CTapMTe TpaKM OCTaBaJIH 

CHJiHa ctCTaBKa, H r *noB*mBajio xphcthhhc- 

TBOTO, HO nOJJffbpXBJlO ApCBIMTe CM fly- 
XOBHH TpaAHUMM. KbM TUX HaCJIOMJIH CBOH- 

Te apyrHTe HHAO-CBpoiiciinn, CjiaBHHMTe, 
kohto om,e okojio 500 r. ce Ohjiu uiccjihjim 
b TepHTopHATa >ia Aiicmiia BtJirapHH. Cjicji 
KaTO okojio 510 r. Kaicjipa.iiuua 6a3HJIHKa 
„Cb. Co(J)Hfl" 6njia lijuiniaia BT>B lunaii- 
THHCKaTa CepflMKa, cciaiimaia CTOJinua 
Co^hh, npOMeHMTe i i. n 6l>p30 iiacrbriBa- 

J1H, HQ KtM 545 I. CjiaBHHHTe BCHC IIJTbTHO 

3acejiHjiH o6ujHpnara ounnci vioK/iy T03H 
rpaa h CHHrHAyiiyM (liejnpaji). ,JI,eceTHHa 
roflHHH no-icbcno ce jiainpai Boemnrre 
AeiicTBHH Ha e;;Hu CJia6o h mecTen G^jirap- 
ckh BjiaaeTeji 3a6epraH, hjih CaBep KaH, 
KptCTeH HaM-Bcpo^niio no roflMHaTa 
OBeH=CaBep OTjqpeBHO&uirapCKHH KaneH- 
flap. Hane.no na bi,.m apn m CjiaBHHH, toh 
fleiicTBaji yciicnmo cpemy KoHCTaHTHHO- 
noji. Bjih30 40 roflHHH cjiefl TOBa, npe3 



CueHa Ha uapcica HHBeCTHTypa ot ueHipajiHOTO noMe- 
meHwe Ha TpaKH&CKa uapcica rpoGHnua Kpafi c. CBema- 
p«, CeBepoM'iTOMiia B'bjirapMH, flarapaHa b HanajiOTO 
Ha III b. np. Xp. 

A. scene of the King's investiture from the central 
chamber of the Thracian King's Tomb near the village 
of Sveshtari, Isperih Region, dated from the beginning 
of the 3 rd c. BC. 



eastern Europe and guaranteed his stability 
and security. 

The people in the region were ready for 
the new State. The population in late antiq- 
uity, not very compact any more, contained 
a strong ancient Thracian element. They 
were Christians, but still preserved their 
old cultural and spiritual tradition. To it 
was added the culture of other Indo- 
Europeans, the Slavs, who settled as early 
as 500 in the territory of today's Bulgaria. 
Around 510 the basilica of "Saint Sophia" 
was erected in the Byzantine city of 
Serdika, now the capital Sofia. The 
changes took place so fast that around 545 
the Slavs already occupied the vast region 
between this city and Singidunum 
(Belgrade). About 10 years later a little 
known Bulgarian ruler Zabergan, or Saver 
Khan (most probably named after the year 
of the Ram=Sever from the ancient 
Bulgarian calendar) waged wars in these 
lands. At the head of Bulgarians and Slavs, 
he was successful against Constantinople. 
Almost 40 years later, in 597, a thousand 
Bulgarian horsemen, preceding Asparuh's 
advanced guard, destroyed the Byzantine 
army at the point where Osam flows into 
the Danube in Northern Bulgaria. 

Asparuh marched to the south in a peri- 
od of military and political vacuum, creat- 
ed after the last unsuccessful attack of the 
Slavs on Thessaloniki in 645 and the lax 
Byzantine control on the central territories 
of the European hinterland of Constan- 
tinople. The march, however, as in other 
similar periods in the history of ancient 
Bulgarians, had its goal set - Asparuh built 
a State to preserve his people. This is the 
reason why annals describe him as a ruler, 
who immediately set the grounds of his 
new capital. 
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597 r., xjuiima GtJirapcKH kohhhipi, npe«- 
inecTBeHHi^H Ha AcnapyxoBHH aBaHrapA, 
pa3rpOMHJiH BH3aHTHiicKa BoiicKa npH BJ1H- 
BaHeTo Ha peica Oclm b /JynaBa b CeBepHa 
EtJirappra. 

Acnapyx HacTMBa Ha lor b oGcraHOBKa- 
Ta Ha BoeHHO-nojiHTHnecKH BaKyyM, CT>3«a- 
aeH cjieA nocjieflHH^ HecnojiyHJiHB iuypM Ha 
CjiaBAHHTe aa npeB3eMaT TecajioHHKH npe3 
645 r. h ot ycjioBHHTa Ha pa3KJiaTeHH5i bh- 

3aHTHHCKH KOHipOJT Hafl BKTpeillHOCTTa Ha 

eBponeficKH^ xHHTepjiaHfl Ha KoHCTaHTHHo- 
non. HacTtnneHHeTO o6ane, Kaicro h npe3 
npyrHTe nono6HH nepnoflH Ha apeBHaTa 
6i>jirapcKa hctophh, e ijejieHaconeHO - Ac- 
napyx mrpayKna fltp^aBa, 3a m ctxpaHH 
Hapofla ch. 3aTOBa h jieionHCHaTa TpaflHiyra 
to nocoHBa KaTO BJiafleTen, kohto BeflHara 
nojiara ocHOBHTe Ha HOBaTa ch CTOJiHU,a. 

rijiHCKa, ntpBHiiT nojiHTPraecKH h ayxo- 
BeH ueHT^p Ha /JyHaBCKa EtJirapra, e ctr- 
paAeHa Ha ceBep ot flHeniHHH rp. IIIyMeH h 
Heaajien ot Han-CBHTOTO CKanHO-nemepHO 
CBeTHjiHme Ha HacejieHHeTO ot Ta3H o6jiacT 
npn rp. Ma^apa, ho Jieaoi b OTKpHTaTa paB- 
HHHa. Ta He e 3ain>TaHa no 6jih3khtc Heaoc- 
tmihh miaTa ot cTapoiuiaHHHCKHfl MacHB, 
3am;oTO BjiaAeTejnrre ot po^a flyjio He M3- 

nHTBajIH CTpaX OT KOHTO Hjae npOTHBHHK. 

KoraTO Acnapyx 3arHHaji, Haii-BepoflTHO 
npe3 700 r. b 6nTiea Aajien Ha ceBepon3TOK 
cpemy Xa3apHTe, npHeMHHKi>T My Tepeeji c 
TBtpaocT h rpafle)KH y3aKOHHJi H36opa Ha 

HbpBOOCHOBaTeJIfl. 

TepBeji ce BT^KaHUJi Ha TpOHa b Texy Mh- 
TeM (roflHHa Koh, Meceij TpeTn), BJiacTBaji 
21 roflHHH h no Henonpa^aeM Ha^HH bjih3t>ji 

BT>B BH3aHTHHCKaTa HCTOpHOTpa(J)HH ! „TOH 

6hji Ha Bijpxa Ha GjiaronojiynneTO - ct>o6- 
maBaT xpohhcthtc - IlocTaBHJi o6x>pHaT 

HJHTa CH, KOHTO HOCeJl BT>B BpeMe Ha BOHHa ? 
H CBOfl KaMUIHK, C KOHTO IHH6aJl KOH5I CH, flO- 
KaTO nOKpPWT H e^HHHH, H flpyrHfl (c MOHe- 

th)... Pa3naBaji th Ha BonmmHTe, nptcKaft- 
kh c aacHaTa 3JiaTO, a c jnraaTa - cpe6po." 
ToBa onncaHHe BMCTaHOBABa KaHCKH Boe- 



Pliska, the first political and spiritual 
center of Danubian Bulgaria, was built 
north of the town of Shumen and not far 
from the ancient cave sanctuary of the pop- 
ulation of these parts near Madara. The 
town was situated in the open plane, not 
protected by the neighbouring inaccessible 
plateaus of the Balkan range, since the 
rulers of the Dulo dynasty were not afraid 
of any adversary. When Asparuh perished, 
most probably in 700, in a battle with the 
Hazars far away to the northeast, his suc- 
cessor Tervel confirmed the choice of the 
founder of the State with tenacity and ex- 
tensive construction. * 

Tervel ascended the throne in Teku 
Chitem (the year of the Horse, month 
three), ruled for 21 years and entered 
Byzantine historiography in a unique way. 
"He was at the peak of prosperity," write 
the chronists, "He put the shield he wore in 
time of war upside down, and he put up the 
whip, with which he beat his horse, on the 
ground until they were covered (with 
coins)... Then he distributed the coins 
among the soldiers, giving out gold with 
his right hand and silver with his left hand." 
This description recovers the Khan's mili- 
tary ritual after the triumph, to which 
Tervel was surely entitled. The Bulgarian 
ruler, who received from Emperor Justinian 
II the whole Zagore region to the south of 
the Balkans in Eastern Thrace, was also 
granted the rank of "Caesar". He received 
many presents as ransom. In 717 the Khan 
saved Constantinople from siege by the 
Arabs. When Leo III called for his help, his 
army of 30 000 horsemen struck a fatal 
blow at the Arabs and this prevented their 
mass invasion into Eastern and Central 
Europe. 

Between 721 and 802 nine khans ruled 
Bulgaria, but the true successors of Tervel, 
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CjiaBAHCica KepaMHKa. 

YpHa OT C. /JOJIHH JlyKOBHT, 

EIjieBeHCKo, IX-X b. 
TaBHHKa h rtpHe ot c. TapBaH, 

CHJIHCTpeHCKO, YIII-IX B. 




Slavic ceramics. 

An Urn from the village of Dolni Lukovit, 

Pleven Region, 9 th -10 ,h c, 

a dish and a pot from Garvan, 

Silistra Region, 8 th -9 th c. 



HeH o6peA cjieA TpnyM(f), KaKi>BTo TepBeji c 
irbJiHO npaBO Mo^ceji Aa necTBa. Bjia^eTe- 
jiat, kohto nojiyHHJi ot HMnepaTop IOcth- 
HHaH II itHJiaTa oGjiacx 3arope Ha ior ot 
CTapa ruiaHHHa b H3TOHHa TpaKna, THTJiaTa 
„Kecap" h napoBe b OTKyn, npe3 7 1 7 r. cna- 
chji KoHCTaHTHHonoji ot apa6cKaTa o6caaa. 
KoraTO JTbb III ro npH3oeaji Ha noMom, 30 
000-Ta My KOHHHua HaHecjia cbKpyuiHTejiHO 
nopa^ceHHe Ha Apa6HTe h MO>Ke aa ce TBT»p- 
«h, ne c TOBa npeAOTBpaTHJi HeMHHyeMa 
^cecTOKa HHBa3H5i b M3TOHHa h LJeHTpajma 
EBpona. 

MoK^y 721 h 802 r. aeBeraMa KaHa yn- 
paBJiHBajiH B-bJirapwH, ho ctmHHCKHTe npn- 
eMHHij,H Ha TepBeji - BjiaAeTejiflT, kohto 
nperpaflHJi m>Tfl Ha Apa6HTe kt>m EBpona h 
3aKpennji aBTopmeTa Ha AcnapyxoBaTa 
AtpacaBa - ca KaH KpyM (803-814 r.) h 
KaH OiviypTar (814-831 r.). Heica HapeneM 
m>pBHH miJiKOBO^ei^a, a btophh - apxH- 
TeKTa. 

KaH KpyM pa3rpoM5raa ABapHTe npe3 
805 n, npe3 809 r. npeB3eMa Cepamca, 6t>- 
aemaTa Co4)hh, ctpueTO Ha EajiKaHCKra 
nojiyocTpoB, h Beflpara cjiea TOBa nocTaBH 
nofl cboh BoeHeH kohtpoji KaKTO flHaroHaji- 



the ruler who stopped the Arabic march on 
Europe and stabilized the authority of 
Asparuh's State, are khan Krum 
(803-814) and khan Omurtag (814-831). 
We shall call the first the army-leader, and 
the second - the architect. 

Khan Krum destroyed the Avars in 805 
and in 809 he conquered Serdica, now 
Sofia, the heart of the Balkan Peninsula. 
Immediately after that he put under his 
control the diagonal road Europe-Asia, 
along the line Singidunum (pres. 
Belgrade)-Serdica/Sredets (pres. Sofia)- 
Hadrianople (pres. Edirne)-Constantinople 
(pres. Istanbul). Krum also conquered the 
whole territory north of it in Transilvania, 
where he revived the production of salt and 
its export to Central Europe. This unprece- 
dented success drew the line of the 
Bulgarian Empire along the Carpathian 
range. It became so stable that it survived 
the conquest of Pliska by the Byzantine 
Emperor Nicephorus I Genik and the death 
of 12 000 men. After his strike back at the 
retreating army in one of the narrow passes 
of the Eastern Balkan range and the death 
of the Emperor in this battle, Krum turned 
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HHfl irbT EBpona-A3H^ no OTcenieaTa 
CHHrHflyHyM (Eejirpa^-CepAHKa/Cpefleii, 
(Co(J)H5[)-XaflpHaHonojT (EflHpHe)-KoHCTaH- 
THHonoji (HcTaH6yji), TaKa h u^jiaTa 30Ha Ha 
ceBep ot Hero b TpaHCHJiBaHHfl, KbfleTO 
noflHOBHBa flo6HBa Ha coji h H3HOca kt>m 
LI,eHTpajiHoeBponeHCKHTe 3eMH. Te3H 6e3n- 
peijefleHTHH ycnexn nojiaraT rpaHHijaTa Ha 
6-LJirapcKaTa HMnepira no KapnaTCKaTa Be- 
pnra h a CTa6njiH3HpaT ao TaKaBa CTeneH, ne 
th H3KHB5iBa 6e3 nocjieflCTBHii npeB3eMaHe- 
to Ha IljiHCKa ot BH3aHTHHCKH5i HMnepaTop 
HnKH^op I TeHHK n H36HBaHeTO Ha 12 000- 
Te 3amHTHHii;H. Cjiefl otbcthha ch yflap Btp- 
xy lOTeummaTa ce BOHCKa b TecHHHHTe Ha 
eflHH ot H3TOHHO-CTapomiaHHHCKHTe npo- 
X03H n rn6ejTTa Ha HMnepaTopa b GnTKaTa, 
KpyM ce HacoMBa kt>m nepHOMopcKHTe rpa- 
flOBe, kohto OBJiaflHBa. CaMonyBCTBHeTO Ha 
to3h BjiaaeTeji, AOKyMeHTupaHO b TpnyM- 
4>ajiHHTe My Haflnncn, ro OTBeama npe3 813 
r. npefl CTeHHTe Ha KoHCTaHTHHonoji. Ilpe3 
npojieTTa Ha 814 r., b pa3rapa Ha noflroTOB- 
KaTa 3a mypivta na HMnepcxaTa CTOJiHija, Ka- 
ht>t BHe3anHO yMHpa. 



flpeBHaTa G^JirapcKa KpenocT Ha njiaxoTO m& CBera- 
jinmeTO npH c. Maflapa, HlyMeHCKo. 

The ancient Bulgarian fortress on the plateau above the 
sanctuary near the village of Madara, Shumen Region. 



to the towns at the Black Sea coast, which 
he conquered. The self-confidence of this 
ruler, documented in his triumphant in- 
scriptions, took him in 813 to the walls of 
Constantinople. In the spring of 814, in the 
midst of preparations for the attack on the 
Empire's capital, the Khan unexpectedly 
died. 

"The Architect", Khan Omurtag (proba- 
bly Omur Tag, according to the ancient 
Bulgarian calendar), ascended the throne in 
814 - the year of the Horse, Tag. He was a 
different type of ruler. He organized and 
built one State for one nation, i.e. trans- 
formed the people ruled by him, 
Bulgarians, Slavs and Thracians, into a po- 
litical subject of History. Omurtag colo- 
nized the northern territories up to the 
Carpathian range and Transilvania. He 
came in contact with the Franks, with 



Op(|)eH, 3ao6HKoneH ot 
nocBeTeHH b MHCTepHHTe 

My TpaKHHCKH 

apucTOKpara, nee xMMHa 

Ha CjTLHUeTO. ATHHeCKH 

nepBeHO(j)HrypeH KpaTep 
ot V b. np. Xp. 
J^hpoicaenu My3eu, Bepjiun. 




Orpheus is singing the 
Hymn to the Sun, 
surrounded by Thracian 
aristocrats who have been 
introduced to his mysteries. 
A Red-figure attic crater 
with figures from Athica, 
5 th c. BC, 
Staatlichen Museen, Berlin. 
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3jiaTHH5rr MeflajibOH Ha KaH OMypTar 
(814-831 r.) c HeroBHH o6pa3 h 
HaAnnc Ha rptiiKH e3HK - e^Ho 
ot HaH-paHHMTe AOKa3aiejiCTBa 
3a KyjnypHO o6uiyBaHe Me)Kjjy 

flBe OT TpMTe HaM-BeJIHKH 

eBponeiicKH HMnepHH npe3 
IX BeK - B-bJirapHH 

H BH3aHTH5L 

&uAuaA ua HauxionajiHun 
apxeo/ioeunecKU My3eu, 
Be/iuKO Thpuoeo. 




Khan Omurtag's (814-831) 

gold medallion with his portrait 

and an inscription in Greek - 

one of the earliest proofs of the 

cultural exchange between the 

two of the three greatest 

European empires in 

the 9 th c, - Bulgaria and 

Byzantium 

Branch of the National 

Museum of Archaeology, 

Veliko Tarnovo. 



„ApxHTeKTT>T" KaH OMypTar, Bepoflrao 
OMyp Tar no ApeBHoGtJirapcKHfl KaneHAap 
(Bi>3niecTBeHa rofljma 814 roflHHa Koh, Tar), 
e apyrHHT ran BJiaaeTeji. Ton opraHH3npa n 
rpa^H e^Ha ^-bpmaBa 3a e^Ha HamiH. T.e. 
npeBpT>n^a ynpaBJDiBaHH5i ot Hero Hapoa, 
ctCTaBeH npeAHMHo ot EtJirapn, CjiaBAHH h 
TpaKH, b nojiHTiraecKH cy6eKT Ha McTopna- 
Ta. OMypTar KOJioHH3Hpa Cesepa ao Kapna- 

THTe H TpaHCHJIBaHHH, C OpaHKHTe CKJIIOHBa 
MHpeH flOTOBOp. B M3TOHHa ITaHOHHH TOH 

ocHOBaBa rpaflOBe, Meayjy kohto e h Ilem 
(ah. Byaanema) - maBHH^T nyHKT Ha Ti>p- 
roBCKHii o6mch Ha Etjirapirre c OpaHKMTe Ha 
3anaa no TeneHHeTo Ha JfynaB. 

TaxaBa e BwmiHaTa paMKa Ha OMypTaro- 
boto ctrpa^aHe. BMpeniHOTO My flflpo 
oGane e HacHTeHo c HMnyjicHTe Ha eflHO 3a- 
6ejie»CHTejiHO Graeme, noflxpaHBaHo ot 
ApeBHHH GtJirapcKH ayx h KyjiTypa. TexeH 
H3pa3 ca MOHyMeHTajiHHTe CTpoe^KH b IIjihc- 

Ka, HeHaflMHHaTH HHTO ot PoMenTe, HHTO OT 

OpamcHTe npe3 IX b., a THXHa cliiihoct e 
ycHJiHeTO aa ce ctxpaHH HCTopHnecKaTa na- 

MeT 3a CTOpeHOTO, K05ITO e H n03HaHHeT0 Ha 

Bcjuea oGeflHHeHa o6hj;hoct 3a ce6e ch. 
Ho mt>ptbo e no3HaHneTO 6e3 Bnpa! 



whom he concluded peace. In Eastern 
Panonian territories Omurtag founded 
towns, among which Pesht (pres. 
Budapest) - the main centre of commercial 
relations between Bulgarians and Franks to 
the west along the Danube. 

This is the external frame of Omurtag's 
activity. The internal contents, however, 
bear the impulses of a formidable future, 
fed by the ancient Bulgarian spirit and cul- 
ture. Their expression are the monumental 
constructions in Pliska, unsurpassed by the 
Romans and by the Franks in the 9th c. The 
essence of this construction was to preserve 
the historical memory of his deeds, which 
constitutes the knowledge of each commu- 
nity about itself. 

But dead is all knowledge without 
Faith! 



KaH KpyM npa3HyBa no6eaaTa cuefl pa3rpOMa Ha BH3aHTHHC- 
khh HMnepaTop Hhkh(})op I TeHHK. MnHHaTiopa ot GtJirapcKH 
npeBOfl Ha MaHacHeBaTa jieTonnc - XIV b. 
Eu6jiuomeKa ua BamuKana. 

Khan Krum celebrates his victory over 

Emperor Nikifor I Genik. 

A miniature from the Bulgarian translation of Constantine 

Manassius Chronicon, 14 th c., Vatican Library. 
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EtJirapira npe3 ntpBaTa nojioBHHa Ha cboa 
3naTeH IX BeK — fltpacaBaTa npn reHMajimifl cTpaTer 
KaH KpyM (803-814 r.) h npn bcuhkhh CTpoHTen 
KaH OMypTar (814-831 r.). 



Bulgaria in the first half of its Golden Ninth Century. 
The state of the gifted army-leader 
Khan Krum (803-814) and the great "architect" 
Khan Omurtag (814-831). 
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M^ApocTTa Ha Bjia^eiejia h mhchhtcjih - e^HH ot 
OHe3H ? kohto cT>3jjaBaT HcTopHHTa, e B^mrtTeHa b 
ayMHTe Ha KaH OMypTar, cbxpaHeroi Btpxy KaMeHHa 

KOJiOHa, 3ana3eHa b ijtpicBaTa „Cb. ^erapHAeceT 
MT>HemmH" bt>b BejiHKo TtpHOBO. HaflnncbT macH: 

KaHa cioSwrH OMypTar, oomaBaHKn 

CTapnH ch flOM, h 3 iHina npecnaeeH 

ABopei( Ha ,3,yHaBa. H KaTO H3MepHx 

[pa3CTOHHHeTo] Me>Kfly jinara iipecjiaemi 

aoMa, Hanpaenx no cpe^aTa MorHJia. A itbk 

ot cpeAaTa Ha MornjiaTa #o CTapHH moh #om 

hm a 20 000 pa3Tera h ao JlynaBa HMa 20 000 

pa3Tera. CaiviaTa m>K Mormia e scecjiaBHa. 

H KaTO H3MepHx 3eMHTa, HanpaBHx Te3H 

nwcMeHa. MoeeK, ^opn h #o6pe #a Kiieee, 

yivrapa. H apyr ce paw^a. 

H Heica poflemwiT no-icbCHO, KaTO rjie^a Toea, 

ch cnoMHH 3a OH3H, kohto ro e HanpaBHJi... 

HivieTo Ha BJia^eTejia e OMypTar, KaHa 

cio5HrH. /JaHO Bor My Aa^e #a npomieee 

100 roiiMHii, 



The wisdom of the ruler and the thinker, one of 

those who create History, is embodied in Khan 

Omurtag's words which have been preserved on a 

stone column in the Forty Martyrs Church, Veliko 

Tarnovo. The inscription reads: 

The Great Khan Omurtag, while still living 

in his old home, built a splendid palace on the 

Danube. And as I measured [the distance] 

between the two splendid houses, I made 

a hill right in the middle. From the middle 

of the hill to my old home, the distance is 20 

000 raztega and to the Danube, it is also 20 

000 raztega. The hill is glorious. And as I 

measured the land, I made this inscription. 

Even if one lives well, one dies, and another 

man gets born. And let the man, who is born 

later, look at this and remember the one who 

made it... The name of the ruler is Omurtag, 

a Great Khan. May God give him 

a hundred years to live. 
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rieTOT>n>jiHa xyjia ot yKpenjieHH5rra Ha CTOJinuaTa A pentagon tower from the fortifications of the capital 

TljiHCKa - BHyuiHTejiHa KapTHHa Ha crponTejiHO H3KycTBO of Pliska, an impressive picture of the art of building. 
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BflPATA 



THE FAITH 



OCMHCJIflHeTO Ha Ta3H HCTHHHOCT, 
IVfKJIHaJIHBO, HO HaCTOflTeJIHO BHy- 
inaBaHa ot AyxoBHOCTTa, KoraTO ta 
b^xhobh H36opa Ha HcTopHHTa, H3me^cAa 
ce H3Bi>puiBa npe3 nepHo^a Ha ynpaBjieHH- 
eTo Ha KaH IlpeciiaH (836-852 r.). ToBa 
BpeMe e noeMaHe Ha at>x, npenn na ce pa3- 

pa3HT Cb6HTH5ITa, peniHTejiHH 3a HCTOpH- 

MecKaia CT>#6a Ha EtjirapHfl. To3H, kohto 
no^ejiaBa caM aa rn npeflM3Becra m Aopn 
fla rn npeflH3BHKa, e Eopwc. 

XpoHHKaTa Ha HeroBHTe uapcTBeHH #e- 
jia e jiaKOHHHHa: 

- EopHC I e KaH ot 852 ro 863 r.; cT>ma- 
Ta roflHHa npHeMa xphcthahctboto ot Bh- 

3aHTHH H nOfl KpT>CTHOTO CM HMe EopHC- 

MnxaHJi e khh3 (uap) Ha EtjirapHH flo 
889 r. 

- npe3 865 r. toh noTyuiaBa 6yHTa Ha 
6T>.nrapcKHTe apHCTOKpaTHHecKH poaoBe 
(6yHTa Ha Gohjihtc), BflMraaT nopa^H TOBa, 
ne KaHT>T e „OTCTbnHji ot GuirapcicaTa necT 
h anaBa"; 52-Ta poaa ca HaKa3ami etc 

CMT>pT, K05ITO B r b3njiaMCHHBa e^HH aHOHH- 

MeH GtJirapcKH jieTonnceij Aa B r b3KJiHKHe: 
„Toii c XpncTOBaTa cwjia h KptcTmra 3HaK 
no6eflH KopaBOTO h HenoKopHO G^jirapcieo 
nueMe h npocBeTJiH c 6jiaropa3yMHa cbct- 
jiHHa HeroBOTO cbpue. . . H3Be#e ro ot MpaK 
Ha BHfleJlHHa, ot H3MaMa h KpHB^a iclm hc- 

THHa..." 

- cnefl MacoBOTo noKptcTBaHe Ha rapo- 
fla npe3 npojieTTa h jiatoto Ha 864 r., Ha 
cneflHaTa ro^HHa Bopnc I 3anonBa npero- 
BopHTe ch c nana HnKOJiafl I, KOMyro H3n- 
pama nponyTHTe ch BtnpocH 3a npeycT- 
POhctboto Ha flyxoBHHH >khbot h nojiynaBa 



The silent but persistent realization of 
this truth, implanted by spirituality 
when its inspires the choice of 
History, can be attributed to the time of 
Khan Presian (836-852). This is a time of 
taking a deep breath before the rage of 
events, which will decide the fate of 
Bulgaria. The man who takes the responsi- 
bility to announce them and even to pro- 
voke them is Boris. 

The succession of his royal deeds is la- 
conic: 

- Boris I was Khan from 852 to 863. He 
adopted Christianity from Byzantium in the 
same year. Under his Christian name of 
Boris-Michael he ruled as Prince (King) of 
Bulgaria until 889; 

- In 865 he suppressed the riot of 
Bulgarian aristocratic families (the riot of 
the Boyls), provoked by the fact that "the 
Khan betrayed Bulgarian honor and glory." 
52 families were sentenced to die, which 
made an anonymous Bulgarian chronist say 
"With the strength of Christ and the sign of 
the cross he defeated the tough and unruly 
Bulgarian people and brought reason and 
light to their hearts... He lead them out of 
darkness into light, out of deceit and wrong 
doing onto the road to truth. . ." 

- After mass Christianization of the peo- 
ple in the spring and summer of 864, Boris 
I started negotiations with Pope Nicholas I, 
to whom he sent his famous questions 
about remodeling of spiritual life. The an- 
swers he got in 866, brought to him by the 
Pope's emissaries; 

- In 870 Boris I discarded his plan to 
place himself under the benediction of the 
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B^jirapHTe npneiviaT CBeTOTo KptmeHHe (864 r.) no 
BOJiHTa Ha BejiHKHH KaH Eopnc I, kohto B^Be^a 
ApeBHo6i>jirapCKaTa iniBHjnoauHfl b eBponeficKaia h 
npeAOdaBfl Ha eBponeHCKaia hobh ycTOH. MHHHaTio- 
pa ot 6tJirapcKH5i npeBOfl Ha MaHacneBaTa jieTonwc, 
XIV b. Bu6jiuomeKa ua Bamimana 



The Bulgarians adopt the Holy Christian Baptizing (864) 
following the will of the Great Khan Boris I who related 
the Ancient Bulgarian and the European civilizations and 
thus gave Europe new anchors. A miniature from the 
Bulgarian translation of the Constantine Manassius 
Chronicon, 14 th c, Vatican Library. 
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HeroBHTe OTroBopn npe3 866 r., Bp'tneHH 
My ot nancKOTO npaTemiHecTBO. 

- npe3 870 r. Bopnc I ce OTKa3Ba ot 
iuiaHa ch aa ce nocTaBH noa 6jiarocjioBa Ha 
CBeraa npecTon; MOJi6aTa My e nyTa ot 

OcMHfl BceJieHCKH CT>6op B KoHCTaHTHHO- 

noji, no CHJiaTa Ha kohto GtJirapcKaTa ijip- 
KBa npneMa jopncflHKijHflTa Ha KoHCTaHTH- 
HonojiCKaTa naTpHapuiHH. 

- npe3 889 r. Bopnc I ce OTTerjiH b Ma- 
HacTHp, HO TT>H oto m>pBopoflHH5iT My 
chh Bjia^HMnp-PacaTe 3anoHBa m bt>3C- 
TaHOBHBa CTapaTa B$ipa - TaHrpH3Ma, b 
BT>jirapH5i, MOHaxi»T npenacBa othobo ijap- 
CTBeHHii ch Men h npe3 893 r. cBHKBa b ho- 
BaTa CTOJiHija Ha fl^p^aBaTa BejiHKH npec- 
jiaB ct6op; CT>6optT CBajra OTCTtiiHHKa ot 
TpoHa, o6»B£Ba BJianeTejicKHH caH Ha 
CHMeoH, TpeTHH BopHCOB chh, h peniaBa 
aa yTBT>pflH ABeTe ihkojih 3a khpdkobhoct h 
npocBeTa - ITjiHCKOBCKO-npecjiaBCKaTa b 
H3TOHHHTe h OxpHACKaTa b 3anaAHHTe 
npeflejiH Ha fltp^aBaia. 

Ta3H KpaTKa JieTonnc McTopnirra neTe 
3aeflHO c eflHa apyra, c Ta3H Ha ceeTHTe 
6paTH KnpHJi h MeTOAnii, kohto nana 
HoaH riaBeji II oShbh npe3 1979 r. 3a noK- 
poBHTejiH Ha Eepona. 

PoneHHTe b ConyH (TecajiOHHKH) Kohc- 
TaHTHH, HapeneH KnpHJi, h Mcto^hh 3a- 
BT>puiBaT ci>CTaBHHeTO Ha m>pBaTa GtJira- 
po-cjiaBHHCKa a36yKa, T.Hap. marojinija, 
KaKTo h npeBOflHTe Ha CBemeHHTe khhth ot 
BH3aHTHHCKH-rpT>itKH Ha CTapoGtJirapcKH 
e3HK kt>m 855/856 r. 

npe3 867 r. KoHCTaHTHH-KHpHJi h Me- 
toahh ca b Phm, KtfleTO ot pticaTa Ha m>p- 
bha, Bene H3BecTeH h KaTO OhjiococJ), ce 
noHB^sa „HanHcaHne Ha npaBaTa B5ipa", 
CT>xpaHeHO b npennc ot XIV b. Ha cneAHa- 
Ta 868 r. CBeTHTe anocTOJin c 6o>KHe npo- 
HHKHOBeHHe h oceHeH yM otxbt>pjwt npefl 
nana AflpnaH II Tpne3HHHaTa florivia, cw- 



Roman Church. His plea was heard by the 
Eighth Ecumenical Council at 
Constantinople and the Bulgarian Church 
accepted the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate 
in Constantinople; 

- In 889 Boris I retired in a monastery 
but since his first-born son Vladimir- 
Rassate tried to restore the old religion - 
Tangrism, the monarch belted his royal 
sword again and in 893 summoned a 
Council in the new capital of the State, 
Great Preslav. The Council dethroned the 
renegade, declared Simeon, the third son of 
Boris, king, and postulated the foundation 
of two schools of literature and learning - 
one at Pliska and Preslav in the east, and 
the other in Ohrid in the west. 

This short chronicle is read by History 
parallel with another one - that of the holy 
brothers Cyril and Methodius, pro- 
claimed by Pope John Paul II patrons of 
Europe in 1979. 

Born in Thessaloniki, Constantine, also 
called Cyril, and Methodius compiled the 
first Bulgarian-Slavic alphabet, the so- 
called Glagolitic alphabet. They also did 
the translations of the holy books from 
Byzantine Greek into Old Bulgarian in 
855/856. 

In 867 Constantine-Cyril and Methodius 
were in Rome. Cyril, also called the 
Philosopher, wrote "Instruction on good 
faith", preserved in a transcript from the 
14th c. In the next year (868) the holy 
brothers, with God-given insight and clari- 
ty, denounced before Pope Adrian II the 
trilingual dogma, according to which God's 
words could be heard and understood only 
in Greek, Latin and Hebrew. With their vic- 
tory in the polemics they opened the doors 
of Christian civilization for the Bulgarians 
and the whole Slavic world. 

When on February 14, 869 Constantine- 
Cyril the Philosopher died in Rome, 
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CBeTHTe 6paTfl KHpHji h MeTOflHH - AyxoBHHTe noKpo- 
BMTejiM Ha EBpona, komto BT>3BecT$iBaT 3a m>pBH m>T, 
ne BceKH HMa npaBO jxa cjiyiua Bo^chcto cjiobo Ha po^- 
hhh ch e3HK. Hkoho, om XIX 6. Kpunma ua xpaM-na- 
MemuuK ,,Ce. AneKcaudhp Heeacu", CocfiuH. 



The Holy Brothers, St. Cyril and St. Methodius - the 
spiritual patrons of Europe, who were the first to pro- 
claim the right of every people to listen to God's 
words in its native language. A 19 th century icon from 
the Crypt of St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral in Sofa. 
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jiacHO K05rro Cjioboto Ha Bora Mo^ce fla 
6i>fle ^yTO h pa36paHO Ha rptijKH, jiaTHHC- 
kh h eBpeficKH e3HK, h c nojievraHHaTa CH 
noGe^a OTBapirr nopTHTe Ha xpHCTHHHCKa- 
Ta ijHBHjiH3aitHH npeA EtJirapHTe h npeA 

CJiaBHHCKHH CBflT. 

KoraTo Ha 14 4>eBpyapH 869 r. KoHCTaH- 
THH-KHpHJi OhjiococJ) yMHpa b Phm, MeTO- 
Ahh ocTaBa caM „Aa ope HHBaTa". ripe3 
873 r. toh e ptKonojioxeH 3a apxHenncKon 
Ha BejiHKOMopaBHH, ho cjien civrbpira My 
npe3 885 r. HeMCKOTO AyxoBeHCTBO noa- 
roHBa yneHHijHTe Ha npocBeTHTejiHTe, koh- 
to npe3 886 r. HaMHpaT aoctoch npneM h 
6jiecT5imH ycjioBHH 3a pa6oTa b EtJirapM 
Ha Bopnc I. HayM 3a KpaTKo noBe>KAa 

njIHCKOBCKO-ripeC^aBCKaTa KHM>KOBHa 

niKOJia, ho KjiMivieHT 3a auiro ocTaBa b 
OxpHflCKaTa 06/iacT, ki^to h CT>3AaBa, 3a 
Aa 3aMeHH cjio^naTa marojiHija, OHa3H a3- 
6yica, kohto AHec ce 3Hae KaTo Kiipmiima. 
no HMeTO Ha eBponeMCKua m G^jirapcKH 
CBeTeu,-anocTo;i. 

Tbh flBeTe xponHKM ce cjiHBaT b e^Ha, 
kohto ce OKa3Ba AOKa iaicjicTBo 3a ntpBeH- 
CTByBamaTa pojia na E'bJirapnfl npe3 IX b. 
KaKTo 3a 3anaflHa, Taica h 3a M3TOHHa Eb- 
pona. 

BapaTa e ynoBanne b euniiiara ci>m- 
hoct Ha Bora, HesaBHCHMO ot HeroBHTe 
Ha30BaBaHHH h npeii'bnji'bmeHMH b oGpeA- 

HOCTTa H MOJTHTBHTe lia Te3M, KOHTO TO npH- 

30BaBaT. EAMimaia cbmnocT e xnjiflAOJieT- 

HO MOHOTeHCTMMHO IiaHcUIO, KOeTO e MHCJie- 

ho m BH^cflaHo ome b ApeBHa TpaKH5i b 06- 
pa3a Ha CMHa Ha BejiMKaia 6orMH5i-MaMKa - 
ypaHHnecKHH naHTOKpaTop, komto npe3 ac- 
hh e Cji'bHUie, a npe3 Hom,Ta - On>H. FlpH- 
nHCBaHa Ha YHHTejiH Op(j)eH, BapaTa b 6o- 
)KecTBeHaTa ABOHKa paBHonocTaBemmn 
ome b xHJiflAOJieTHHTa npeAH Mncyc Xpnc- 
toc e 6njia HacHTeHa c HaAOKAaTa 3a 6e3c- 
M'bpTHeTO Ha npenHCTeHHfl AyxoM. 



Methodius remained to "plough the field" 
alone. In 873 he was ordained as 
Archbishop of Great Moravia, but after 
his death in 885 the German clergy sub- 
jected the disciples of the holy brothers to 
persecution. In 886 they found honorable 
reception and excellent conditions to work 
in Bulgaria of Boris I. Naum stood at the 
head of the Pliska-Preslav school for a 
short time, but Kliment remained in the 
Ohrid region for long and tried to substi- 
tute the difficult Glagolitic alphabet for a 
new one, known today as the Cyrillic al- 
phabet, after the name of the European 
and Bulgarian saint and apostle. 

In this way the two chronicles merge 
into one, which proves the leading role of 
Bulgaria in the 9th c, both in Western and 
in Eastern Europe. 

Faith is confidence in the unity of God, 
irrespective of His appellations and incar- 
nations in rituals and prayers of those, 
who appeal to him. Unity is the thousand- 
year old monotheistic principle, seen as 
early as ancient Thrace in the image of the 
Son of the Great Mother-Goddess - the 
uranic pantocrator, who is Sun in daytime 
and Fire during the night. Attributed to 
Orpheus the Teacher, belief in the holy 
couple even in the era before Jesus Christ 
was full of hope for immortality of the 
spiritually pure. 

Thracian Orphism and its early 
Christianization brought the notion of uni- 
ty of God close to the religion of the 
Slavs, who even borrowed the image and 
the name of their major god Perun from 
the Orphic Perko/Perke (with variants), 
the almighty Son-God. It still sounds in 
the pronunciation of the name of the 
mountain Perin/Pirin in southwestern 
Bulgaria. 
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TpoG-LT Ha cb. KoHCTaHTHH-KupHji Ohjioco4) b u^pKBaTa 
„CaH KjieMeHTe", Phm 

St. Cyril Philosopher's grave in St. Clemente Church in Rome 



„H hhh CMe AanH Hemp Ha CBeTa, Ha bch cjiaBHHH 
KHHni m HeTaT!" Cthxt>t Ha roneMHH GtJirapcoi noeT 
MBaH Ba30B (1850-1921 r.) e Hafi-AoGpaTa jiereHfla 
kt>m Ta3H KapTa 3a pa3npocTpaHeHHeTO Ha 6tJirapo- 
cnaB^HCKaTa nHCMeHOCT. 



"We, too, have given something to the world and to all 
Slavs, a book to read." This verse by the great 
Bulgarian poet, Ivan Vazov (1850-1921) is the best 
caption to the map of the spreading of the Bulgarian- 
Slavic script. 
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EflHH OT UieflbOBpHTe Ha KtCHOCpeA- 

HoeeKOBHaTa npaBOCjiaBHa HKOHonnc. 
LltpKBaTa b c. BoHHa KpaM CocJma, 
XIII B. 
FLaMemHUK na KDHECKO. 



One of the masterpieces of 
Orthodox iconic art of the late 
Middle Age, the Boyana Church 
near Sofia, 13 th c. 
UNESCO monument. 
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Cb. HayM IlpecjiaBCKM w Oxpn^cKM - HKOHa ot XIV b. 
Tanepun e uppKeama ,,Ce. KAUMewn " e Ox pud, 
dn, MaKedoHM 

St. Naum Preslavski and Ohridski. A 14"' century icon 
from the St. Kliment Church in the town o/Ohrid, 
present Macedonia. 




Cb. KjiMMeHT OxpwACKM - cb3,aaTejiflT na KHpujinijaTa. 
MKOHa ot XIII-XIV B. 



St. Kliment Ohridski - the creator of the Cyrillic script. 
An icon of 13 th -14 ,h c. 






TpaKHHCKHAT op(J)H3i>M h HeroBaTa paH- 
Ha xpHCTH^HH3ai^HH cGjiH^caBaT npeflCTa- 
BaTa 3a e,n,HHHaTa c^mHOCT kt>m BflpBamifl- 
Ta Ha CuaB^HHTe, kohto flopn B3aHMCTBaT 
BHfleHHeTO h HMeTO Ha maBHHH ch 6or rie- 
pyH ot OHe3H Ha op(J)HHecKH5i rTepKo/riep- 
Ke (c BapnaHTH), Ha Be3Aeci>JHHtf 6ot-Chh, 
3ByHam,o h #Hec npH npoH3HacHHeTO Ha 
nepHH/IlHpHH njiamma b K)ro3anaAHa 
BtjirapHH. 

ToBa cGjiroicaBaHe e ome no-cnjiHO c 
ApeBHoG^jirapcKHA TaHrprotM, c 6ora-He- 
6e, kohto 3aKpHjm h boah ET>jirapHTe b 

TflXHOTO BpeMe H npOCipaHCTBO flO OKOH- 



This closeness was even more pro- 
nounced in ancient Bulgarian Tangrism - 
the Heaven-God protects and leads the 
Bulgarians through their time and space to 
their final choice. The choice of State is a 
choice of a unified entity, because it can- 
not exist without the common Faith of all 
the people. 

The ruling genius of Boris I penetrated 
into this relationship when he began his 
geopolitical game between the 
Patriarchate of Byzantium and the Pope in 
Rome in order to decide in which of the 
two directions the light was brighter. He 
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MaKeT Ha 3jiaTHaTa (Kp-bmaTa) KaieApajma 
ijTbpKBa BtB BenHKH IIpecjiaB, X b. 







A model of the Golden (Round) Church in 
Veliki Preslav, Shumen Region 10 th c. 




HaTejiHHfl hm H36op. H36opi>T Ha AT>p^a- 
eaTa e H36op Ha e^KHHaTa ci>mHOCT, 3a- 

moTO th He Mo^ce a^ CT^mecTByBa 6e3 
e iMHHa Bnpa 3a ijejiHii HapOA. 

BnaAeTejicKHHT reraiH Ha Bopnc I npo- 

HHKBa TT>KMO B Ta3H 3aBHCHMOCT, KOraTO 

3anoHBa reonojiHTHHecicaTa ch nrpa mokay 
BH3aHTHHCKaTa naTpnapniM h phmckha 
nana, 3a aa Si^e b cbCTOAHHe aa npeijeHH 
no koh ot ABeTe nocoKn CBeTjiHHaTa e no- 
CHjma. Ton npeanoHHTa BH3aHTHH b nojin- 
THKaTa ch, ho ycTaHOBHBa pejiHrH03Ha ca- 
MOCTOHTejiHOCT BeAHara hjom noeMa (J)a- 
Kejia Ha Khphjickoto npocBememie. Et»ji- 
rapHH e CTpaHaTa, ot kohto ce 03apa- 
BaT orpoMHHTe npocTopn Ha H3TOHHa 
Eepona n kohto pasrptnja eHeprnaTa Ha 
npaBocjiaBHHH cbat, 3aTBopeH ao Bopnc I 

B TeCHHTe paMKH Ha BH3aHTHH. CiiaB5IHCT- 

boto h TpaKHTe npemiHTaT nojinTHHecKaia 
ch Cbfl6a c HapoA - TBOpeij Ha fl-bpaeaB- 

HOCT, KOHTO HHOBHpa TpaAHIJHHTe Ha Ap€B- 

HaTa apHHCKa uHBHJiH3aij,H5i h Ha BejiHKaTa 

KyjiTypa ot Bjih3kh5i h ot ,Q,ajieHHH5i h3tok. 

KoraTO HCTHHCKaTa peajiH3an,H5i Ha ae- 

jioto Ha CojiyHCKHTe Cbcth PaBHoanocTO- 



chose Byzantium in his policy, but estab- 
lished religious independence the mo- 
ment he got hold of the fire of Cyrillic en- 
lightenment. Bulgaria was the State that 
illuminated the vast expanses of 
Eastern Europe. It unfolded the energy 
of the Orthodox world, closed, before the 
reign of Boris I, within the narrow bound- 
aries of Byzantium. The Slavs and the 
Thracians mixed their fate with that of a 
people, creator of statesmanship, who in- 
novated the traditions of ancient Aryan 
civilization and the great culture of the 
Near and the Far East. 

When the true value of the deeds of the 
Holy Brothers from Thessaloniki became 



06m H3DieA Ha 3jiaTHaTa (KpT>rjiaTa) irtpKBa — ineflbo- 

Bi>p Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHOTO 6i»jirapcKo apxHTeKTypHo 

HacneACTBO. 

BenuKU Flpecnae - apxeo/ioemecKu pe3epeam. 

General view of the Golden (Round) Church in Veliki 
Preslav, Shumen Region (10th century). It is a master- 
piece of the Middle Age architectural heritage of 
Bulgaria. 
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IIpeflMeTH ot ripecjiaBCKOTo 3JiaTHO cbKpoBHme, IX-X b. 
0WIUOA na HaiiuoHaAHUH apxeoAoemecnu My3eu e IIIyMen. 

Pieces from the Preslav gold treasure of 9 th -10 ,h c. 
Branch of the National Museum of Archaeology, Shumen. 



jih 3anoHBa aa ce H3MepBa b HOBonoKptc- 
TeHa BtjirapMH, ot Ct>p6hh j\o PycKH ce 
OTKpHBa 4 )0 P M y jiaTa Ha npnoGmaBaHexo 
kt>m xpMCTMHHMiHpamaTa ce EBpona. Ee- 
ji5i3aHO ot G'bjirapcKaTa KyjiTypHa eiccnaH- 
3H5I, fleBeTOTO CTOJicTne e BpeMeTO, npe3 
KoeTO ce 3apa>Kfla MOflepHH5TT eBponencKH 
cbht, cnjioTHBaH ot Bftpara CM. 

BapaTa e npoivmci>ji, a npoivmcT>jn>T 
e Cjiobo. 



reality in newly Christianized Bulgaria, 
the process of incorporating Serbia and 
Russia to Christian Europe began. Marked 
by Bulgarian cultural expansion, the 9th c. 
was the time when the new European 
world was born, unified by its faith. 

Faith is providence, and providence 
is a Spoken Word. 



Teo^op CipaiHJiaT - cbcthh, BOHH-noKpoBPrren 
Ha CwvieoHOBHH „3jiareii Beic". YHMKajieH o6pa- 
3eu, Ha Moiaenna HKoiia ot pafioHa Ha BejiHKH 
ITpecjiaB npe'i IX-X b. 
HcmopmecKU Atyjeu, Flpecjiae. 

Theodore Stratilates, the holy warrior-patron of 
the Golden Age of King Simeon. A unique 
example of the art of the mosaic-icon of 9 th - 10 th 
c, the region of Veliki Preslav. 
Museum of History, Preslav. 




%Wh> 
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CJIOBOTO 



THE SPOKEN WORD 



yHeHHKT^T B KOHCTaHTHHOIIOJlCKaTa 
MarHaypcKa iiiKOJia, „chht>t Ha 
MHpa", okto ro Hapnna naTpnapx 
HHKOJian Mmctmk uap CnivieoH I BejiHKH 
(893-927 r.) e MHHunaTopT/r w opraraoaTO- 
pi>T Ha „3 JiaTHMH BeK". OKpmieH ot 6e3a- 
nejiaiiHOHHHTe cm ycnexn no bchhkh 6oh- 
hh (|)poHTOBe, Cmmcoh BJiac raa B A^p^aBa, 
kooto ce npocrnpa )\o ipnrc MopeTa iia 
K)roH3TOHHa EBpona AflpHaTHHecKO, 
EreficKo h Mepno u K05rro npe3 m>pBaTa 
MeTB^pT Ha X B. e iieci.Miieii xcicmou na 
KOHTHHeHTa. Hpe3 917 r. 3 cjica panpoMiia- 
Ta ch noSeaa mm HiiuinrniicKaia BOHCKa 
npn peKa Axcjiom na KHKHHfl nepiioMopcKH 
6pnr 9 Chmcoh ce iiponiacMita ui „uap Ha 
EtJirapH h Pomcm". ApxnenHCKom>T Ha 
EtJirapHfl npneMa naipnapiiiccKM caH. 

npH TaKMBa H3XOflHH II03MU.HM Hacjiefl- 
HHKT>T Ha BopnC I 'UiMMCJIH IpaH£H03HOTO 

ch HaHHHaiiMc fla ci>3flafle noBa HMnepcica 
CHCTeMa, BOMcna or coGcTBenaxa My jxbp- 
^caBa, npniiiaiincio na kohto h Hapeacrja 
cpeA HaH-uMBnjiH'iOBaiiMTe. MenTaTa 3a 
Pax Bulgaricdt kohto Aa 3aMeHH Pax 
Byzantina, CnMcon MCKa Aa ocbmecTBH c 
pa36npaHeTO, ne HivinepcKOTO Mor^mecTBO 
He e caMO hobcujkh noTemjHaji h pecypcn, 
a xHJiHAOJieTHa MHorocT>CTaBHa ayxobhoct, 



E^Ha ot HaM-opHrHHajiHHTe phmckh crpa^H B KtCHOaH- 
THHHa Cep^MKa, T.Hap. PoTomja (MaB30Jien hjih Mapra- 
Phoh) ot III— IV b. - npeB^pHaTa b ijtpicBa c naTpoH 
cb. Teopni cjieA npneMaHeTO Ha xphcthhhctboto. 

One of the most original Roman buildings in ancient 
Serdica, the so called Rotonda (Mausoleum or Martirion) 
of 3 rd -4 th c, has been transformed to a church with its 
patron St. George after the adoption of Christianity. 



The student at the Magnaura school in 
Constantinople, "the son of peace", 
as Patriarch Nicholas the Mystic 
called King Simeon I The Great 

(893-927), was the initiator and organizer 
of the "Golden Age". Inspired by his deci- 
sive victories on the theater of war, Simeon 
ruled a State, which spread out to the three 
seas of southeastern Europe - Adriatic, 
Aegean, and the Black Sea. In the first 
quarter of the 10th c. this State had an in- 
disputable hegemony on the continent. In 
917, after his decisive victory over the 
Byzantine army at the Aheloi river, by the 
southern coast of the Black Sea, Simeon 
declared himself "King of all Bulgarians 
and Romans". The Archbishop of Bulgaria 
acquired the rank of Patriarch. 

Starting from there, Boris's successor 
planned his grandiose undertaking - to cre- 
ate a new imperial system, lead by his own 
State, generally recognized among the 
most civilized states. Simeon wanted to 
make the dream of a Pax Bulgarica, which 
was to replace Pax Byzantina, come true. 
He approached this dream with the convic- 
tion that imperial power was not simply hu- 
man resources, but also long multicoloured 
spiritual tradition, which determined a per- 
sistent historical behaviour of statesmen. 

This is the reason why the flourishing of 
the Capital Great Preslav, situated in the 
Eastern Balkans, was not only architectur- 
al, industrial and artistic, but educational 
most of all. The King, "a book lover", "The 
New Ptolemy", took up Cyril and 
Methodius 's ideas, to pass with lightening 
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onpeAejrama KOHCTaHTHO HCTopHnecKO no- 
BeaeHHe 3a jxbp^KaBHHijHTe. 

3aTOBa pa3itBeTi>T Ha CTOJiHijaTa BejiHKH 
ITpecjiaB, pa3nojio^ceHa b H3TOHHa CTapa 
njiaHHHa, e ciponTejieH, npoH3BOflCTBeH h 
apTHCTH^eH, ho npeflH bchhko khkdkobch. 



speed the road from "the strokes and cuts", 
used by the Bulgarians, according to the 
description of the famous writer 
Chernorizetz Hrabar, through the 
Glagolitic writing, to the Cyrillic writing of 
St. Kliment, and order the compiling of 



BejiHKH IlpecjiaB - cTOJimjaTa Ha GtJirapcKaTa HMnepHH 
npH uap Chmcoh Bcjihkh h npn npHeMHHUHTe My 
(893-972 r.), 3aMHCJieHa KaTO ueHn>p Ha Hob cb5tt, t. Hap. 
Pax Bulgarica c uHBHjiH3auTiOHHa mhcpw b Espona. 

Veliki Preslav, the capital of the Bulgarian Empire 
under the rule of King Simeon the Great and his fol- 
lowers (893-927). It was aimed to become the centre of 
a "new world", the so called Pax Bulgarica, with its civ- 
ilization mission in Europe. 



Etjirapufl npH uap Chmcoh Bcjihkh (893-927 r.) - 
TepHTopnajiHOTO *mpo Ha HOBaTa eBponeHCKa uhbh- 

JlH3aiH15I 

Bulgaria of King Simeon the Great (893-927) - the 
territorial heart of the new European civilization. 




KoncTaHTHHono/1 (UapurpaA) 
(Constantinople) 
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Pe^KH o6pa3in* Ha cb3#a,aeHaTa ot cb. cb. Khphjt 
h MeTOAHM marojiHHecKa a36yica, XI b. 
EtidAuomeKa na Puackuh Manacmup. 

Rare examples of the Glagolitic alphabet created by 
St. Cyril and St. Methodius, 
Rila Monastery Library. 



„3a 6yKBHTe" ot OtJirapcKH^ nwcaTeji HepHopH3en, 
XpaGibp, Kpaa Ha IX b. IIpenHC b JlaBpeHraeBHii c6op- 
hhk ot 1348 r. Oduiecmeena 6u6MiomeKa ,,CaAmu- 
Koe-UIuedpiM", CauKm Uemepdypz. 

"On Letters" by the Bulgarian writer Chernorizetz 
Hrabar, the end of 9 th a, copy in the Lavrentiev 
Collection of 1348, Saltikov-Shchedrin Public Library, 
Sankt Petersburg. 
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„IIIecTo;meB" Ha HoaH EK3apx, 6i>jirapcKH nncaTeji ot 
CHMeoHOBaTa enoxa. FlpenHC ot XVI b. 
HaiifUonajieu ucmopunecKU Aty3eu, Cotfiun. 

"Six-Day Prayer" by Joan Exarh, a Bulgarian writer of 
the Simeon epoch. A copy of 16 th c. 
National Museum of History, Sofia. 



„Mh,npH MHCJIH" Ha KOHCTaHTHH-KHpHJI OMJ10CO(j). 

Pi>KonHc JVq 1287 ot TloroAHHOBCKa c6HpKa. 
OduiecmeeHa 6u6AiwmeKa „ CanmuKoe-IIlHedpuH ", 
CauKm Uemepdype. 

"Wise Thoughts" by Konstantin- Cyril the Philosopher. 
Manuscript Number 1287 of the Pogodinovska 
Collection, Saltikov-Shchedrin Public Library, Sankt 
Petersburg. 
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U,ap5rr „KHHrojiio6ei];" 9 „Hobpwt FlTOJie- 
Men", noeMa KHpHjio-MeTOflHeBaTa m,a(J)e- 
Ta, 3a fla H3MHHe CBeTKaBH^HO m>T5i ot „nep- 
THTe h pe3Kirre", c kohto EtJirapHTe ch 
cjiy^ejiH, ctmacHO 3HaMeHHTaTa xapaKTe- 
pHCTHKa Ha nncaTejiH HepHoproeij Xpa6T>p, 
npe3 uiarojiiwecKaTa roicMeHOCT #o KHpH- 
jiHu;aTa Ha cb. Kjihmcht, 3a fla Hape#H ct>c- 

TaBflHeTO Ha npeBOflHH H Ha OpHTHHajIHH CT>- 
HHHeHHH. JSfiJlO Ha CHMeOHOBHfl KpT>r OT CT>- 
MHHIJieHPmH, aBTOpH, XyflO^CHHIJH H KaJIHT- 

pa(J)H ca „3jiaTOCTpyH", „A36yHHa mojiht- 
Ba", „ywrejiH0 eBaHrejme", „IIIecTOflHeB", 

T.Hap. CHMeOHOB cGopHHK, KaKTO H „CjIO- 
Ba" OT CaMH5I CB. KJIHMCHT OxpHflCKH. 

CtTBopeH 3a HeGHBajio KpaTKo BpeMe 
Meac^y 904 h 913 r. - nocjreflHHH hcthhckh 
MHpeH nepHOA ot ijapyBaHeTO Ha ijap Ch- 
MeoH I, - T03H (J)OHfl Ha GjiecTamaTa cjio- 
BecHOCT no^xpaHBa npeflCTOHHi,OTO npoc- 
BemeHHe Ha cjiaBHHCKHTe HapoAH. 3a tax h 
6jiaroAapeHHe Ha onpoBepraHaTa ot Kohc- 

TaHTHH-KHpHJI OHJIOCO(f) H OT MeTOAHH 

Tpne3HHHa noma 3a CBemeHHTe nncaHHfl, 

CTapoG^JirapCKHHT KHH)KOBeH e3HK (J)yHK- 
IJHOHHpa KaTO JiaTHHCKHH H KaTO TptlJKHfl 

3a KaTOJiHijH h 3a npaBocnaBHH: to3h e3HK 
ce npeep-biiia b HajHanMOHajiCH. 

Ajra cjiOBecHOCTTa He e caMo o<J)HiiHaji- 
Ha nHCMOBHOCT, 6jiarocnoBeHa ot aBTOKe- 
4>ajiHaTa S^jirapcxa ijtpKBa. Cjioboto cb- 
mo TaKa e anoKpHcJmo h epeTHHHO, to e h 
ycTHO. Ako anoKpH(J)HTe c^tpKaT 3ann- 
CHTe Ha CHH3eHaTa npo(J)aHHa o6pa3HocT h 
MHTO-jiereHflapHOCT, npeo6pa3yBaHH bt>b 
(J)OJiKJiopa, KaKTO h o6ce6eHocTTa Ha aHO- 
HHMHHTe ch aBTopn, noBene hjih no-MajiKo 
pejinrH03HH xpHCTHHHH, epeTHHHocTTa e 

CKpHTa B Cl>HHHeHHiITa Ha CBOHTe flpOCTHH 
npOTHBHHIJH. 

ritpBOHananHHiiT TBopeij e Bor. Tojie- 
mhht My chh CaTaHanji 3aMHCJiHJi 3aroBop, 
ho GyHTT^T My He ycroui h toh 6hji npoirb- 



translations and original works. Products of 
Simeon's circle of followers, writers, artists 
and calligraphers are pieces like 
"Zlatostrui", "Alphabetical Prayer", 
"Instructive Gospel", "Shestodnev", the 
so-called Simeon's collection, as well as 
"Words" by St. Kliment Ohridski himself. 

Created within exceptionally short time, 
between 904 and 91 3 - the last peaceful pe- 
riod of King Simeon's reign - this treasure 
of brilliant literary pieces contributes to the 
forthcoming Enlightenment of the Slavic 
peoples. Due to Constantine-Cyril the 
Philosopher and Methodius, who refuted 
the trilingual dogma about the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old Bulgarian literary lan- 
guage functioned for the Slavs like the 
Latin and the Greek for Catholic and 
Orthodox believers: this language sur- 
passed the boundaries of the Bulgarian 
nation and become supranational. 

But language is not only official writing, 
blessed by the Autocephalous Bulgarian 
Church. Language is also apocryphal and 
heretic, it is the spoken word. If apocryphal 
writing contains degraded profane imagery 
and mythical legends, transformed in folk- 
lore, as well as the individuality of anony- 
mous authors, more or less devoted 
Christians, heresy is hidden in the writings 
of its raging adversaries. 

The primeval Creator is God. His elder 
son Satan hatched a conspiracy but his re- 
bellion failed and he was expelled to the 
wasteland, where he created the visible sky, 



M3o6pa^ceHHe Ha iracap. Cooprouc Ha non IlyHHo. 

PbKonucua c6upKa ua Hapodnama 6u6nuomeKa 

„ Ce. ca Kupwi u Memoduu ' ' - Cog5uH, N° 693, XVIII a 

Portrait of Priest Puncho, Priest Puncho's Collection. 
Handwritten Collection, National Library St. Cyril and 
St. Methodius, Sofia, Number 693, 18"' century. 
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,n,eH Ha nycTaTa 3eMH, KbfleTO ci>3flaji bhah- 
moto He6e, MopeTaTa, peiarre, pacTeHH5rra, 
^CHBOTHHTe h Haicpafl HOBexa. CaTaHanji 
o6ane He ycroui #a My BfltxHe flyuia h no 



the seas, the rivers, the plants, the animals, 
and finally man. Satan, however, did not 
succeed in breathing life into him and 
asked God to do it. For that reason man was 
the creation of God, and not of Satan. 



Ilomefl K-bM KaTeApajmaTa irbpKBa „Cb. Co(J)hh", 
XI-XIV b. OxpHA (ah. MaKeAOHHfl). 

View of St. Sofia Cathedral, 1 IM4* c, 
Ohrid, present Macedonia. 



Pa3npocTpaHeHne Ha 6oroMH/iCTBOTO - O^jirapcKO Aya- 
jihcthhho epeTHHecKO yneHne, OKa3Ba orpOMHO bt>3- 
AencTBHe b EBpona npe3 X-XIV B. C KoiineiiLuwra ch 
3a flo6po h 3jio h npHHy^aaBa xpnci mmcKara ubpKBa 
#a ycbBi>puieHCTBa cbohtc bt>3ijic;ui, 3a ia viy ce npo- 

THBOnOCTaBH. 



Spreading out of Bogomil ideology, the Bulgarian 
dualistic heretic cult, had an enormous spiritual influ- 
ence in Europe in 10 th - 14 th c. with its concept of Good 
and Evil. It forced Christian Church to develop its 
views so that it could resist it. 




AOHUOH 
I ON DON 






















mXAMBl 


nOAIUA 








POLAND 






n-PMAMUJI 
NY 






^ 



iiPArA 

PRAi 



f-s 



TIAPVDK 

OPHEAHJL C7 

3r < 




F< 



CBJEIUEHA 

y^ PMMCKA 
RO 



KPAKOB 
KRAKOW 



VIFN 



b y r r ., E M p ' R E 



•MP* ALBIGENSES 

L TVAV3A 

BE3ME 




ncri-rroM 
PI4H 












PYCKM 

RUSSIAN 

KHil^KECTBA 

PRINCIPALITIES 










^ 



> 



CAM 
0EAMKC 



<f 



X1)PBATM51 EEMPm 
\ CROATIA OCH /"™^ 

O§&CO0M 




O. Kopcuka 




j? 




jp 



\ PMM 





BAACM 
WALAHIANS 

B. TbPHOBO 
TURNOVO 



* 



SOFIA 



/ 



7 



BtArAPMH 



* 



< 



1CMH 



O. C.ipguHini 




h 




§QAYH 
OXPHJlTA 



riAOBIlMB 
ELOVD1V OJJPM 
^ 1 Z ^ ODRIN 






T1AAEPMO 




*M 




M3MMP 

QVIAAfiEAQll} 




mojihji Bor fla ro CTopn. 3aTOBa HOBeirbT e 
TBopeHHe h Ha Bora, h Ha CaraHaHJi. 

Ta3H flyaJIHCTHHHa AOKTpHHa, kohto ct>- 
flT>p^Ca HpaHCKH H H3TOMHH MHCTepHaJIHH 

bjih5ihh5i, ejieMeHTH Ha CTapaia ejiHHCKa 
4)HJioco(J)CKa HeonjiaTOHHMecKa TpaflHiiHA 
h npeKH 3aeMKH ot raocTHijH3Ma h ot era- 
neTCKHii xepMeTH3T>M, b Etjirapira ot IX h 
X b. h oco6eHO no BpeMeTO Ha HacjieflHHKa 
Ha ijap Chmcoh I Ilerbp (927-970 r.) e 
no3Haia KaTO 6oroMHJiCTBO. CM5rra ce, ne 
BoroMHJi 6hjt csemeHHK, kohto npi>B pa3- 
npocTpaHHJi flyajiHCTHHHaTa epec Ha Bapa- 
Ta b Ejiarafl Bor h Ha OTpmjaHHeTO Ha rpe- 
xoBHaTa, Ha nopoHHaTa npnpo^a Ha bhah- 
mha cbht. BoroMHJiHTe ce HaA^BajiH, ne 
Hncyc XpHCTOC - „no-MajiKH£T chh Ha Bo- 
ra" - me flOHece cnacemie ot AyxoBeHCT- 

BOTO, CBeTHTe TaHHCTBa, HKOHHTe H Kpi>c- 

Ta, kohto 6hjih npoTHBHH Ha ntpBOHanaji- 
hoto ctcTOHHHe Ha Bo^cH^Ta Ao6poTa. 

OpraHH3HpaHH b o6iijhhh, kohto Ghjih 
o6pa3yBaHH ot B'LTpeniHHfl Kptr Ha „ct>- 
BT^pineHHTe" h ot bt>hhihh5i Ha npHBT^pace- 

HHI^HTe H Ha CTjMHHIJieHHIJHTe, 6orOMHJlHTe 

ca npecjie^BaHH h ot n,ap5i, h ot u,TbpKBaTa, 

TT>H KaTO BTjB BH3aHTHHCKO-CJiaBHHCKH5I 

CBiiT nojiHTiraecKHiiT aBTopHTeT h npaBoc- 
jiaBHaTa noma npeflCTaBJiHBaT ijhjioct- 
hoct. Ot HanajioTO Ha XIII no cpe^aTa Ha 
XIV b. G^jirapcKH ijape p^koboaht noHe 

TpH CT>60pa, KOHTO OCB^KflaT H H3TapHT 6o- 

tomhjickh BOflaHH - Ha Kjia^aTa orasaT 
OHe3H, kohto pyuiaT fl'Lp^KaBaTa h HeimaTa 
pejiHTH^ b CMyTHHTe nepnoflH Ha kt>choto 
cpe^HOBeKOBHe h b HaBenepHeTO Ha HajjH- 
ramoTO ce ocMaHCKo HauiecTBHe. 

BoroMHJicKHHT epeTH3T>M npeHacfl 06a- 
ne naToca Ha cBOOTa ctnpoTHBa flajien Ha 
3ana#. Ome npe3 XII b. yneHHeTO npoHHK- 

Ba B CT>p6H5I 5 Xl>pBaTH5I H flopn B IIJiaHHHH- 

Te Ha BocHa, BpeivieHHO CTaBa 0(])HijHajiHa 
pejiHTHiL IIo cbmoTO BpeMe ce 3a6eji5i3BaT 



This dualistic doctrine, which contains 
Iranian and Eastern mysterial influence, el- 
ements of ancient Hellenic philosophical 
neo-Platonic tradition and direct borrow- 
ings from gnosticism and Egyptian 
Hermetism, is known in Bulgaria as the 
Bogomil heresy of the 9th and 10th c, and 
especially of the time of Simeon's succes- 
sor King Peter (927-970). It is believed 
that Bogomil was a priest, who first dis- 
seminated the dualistic heresy of the faith 
in the Kind God and of the negation of the 
sinful, wicked nature of this world. The 
Bogomils hoped that Jesus Christ, the 
"younger son of Our God" will bring sal- 
vation from the clergy, the holy sacrament, 
the icons and the cross, which stood con- 
trary to the initial state of God's kindness. 

Organized in communities, constructed 
by the internal circle of the "perfect" and 
the external one of the sympathizers, the 
Bogomils were persecuted by the King and 
the Church since in the Byzantine and 
Slavic world political authority and 
Orthodox dogma were one. From the begin- 
ning of the 13th till the middle of the 14th c. 
Bulgarian kings presided over three 
Councils, which sentenced Bogomil leaders 
and put them to fire. Destined to burn were 
those, who destroyed the State and its reli- 
gion in the tumultuous periods of the Late 
Middle Ages and on the eve of the oncom- 
ing Ottoman invasion. 

The Bogomil heresy, however, transmit- 
ted the pathos of its rebellion far to the West. 
As early as the 12th c. the heresy spread in 
Serbia, Croatia and even in the mountains of 
Bosnia, where it became for sometime offi- 
cial religion. At the same time elements of 
the Bogomil heresy appeared in the move- 
ment, the principles and the secret societies 
of the Cathars, the Albigenses and the 
Bugres in Italy and Southern France. Their 
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Haarpo6HH ruiOHH Ha 6oroMHjiM ot XIV b. - 
PaflHMHce, K)rocjiaBHa - tcxhwht H3o6pa3H- 
TejieH e3HK Bee ome e rojiflMO npeflH3BHKaie- 
jictbo kt>m cneLtHanHCTHTe, kohto He ca ro 
^eKOflHpanH HantJiHO. 

Tlo Encyclopaedia Universalis, corpus 4, 
Paris, 1999, p. 286, 287. 

Tombstones from the Bogomil cemetery in 
Radimice, Yugoslavia, 14th c. Their imagery 
is still a challenge to the experts, who have 
not decoded it completely yet. 
Encyclopaedia Universalis, corpus 4, 
Paris, 1999, p. 286, 287. 





H ITbpBHTe npOHBH Ha GorOMHJICTBOTO B 

flBHKeHHflTa, npHHiiHiiHTe h TaHHHTe opra- 
moaijHH Ha Kaiapirre, aji6HrofiijHTe h 6yr- 

pHTe B MTaJlHH H K)}KHa <J>paHIJH5L TflXHO- 

to cjiobo, 3ana3eHO b Mano6poHHH CT>HHHe- 

HH5I, nOHflKOra MHCTH(j)HIJ,HpaHH H (J)aJTUIH- 
(J)HIi;HpaHH, npeAH3BHKBa B TC3H CTpaHH 

^cecTOKH OTBdHH penpecHH, B KOHTO B3e- 
Ma ynacTHe h CBeTaTa Hhkbh3hij;h». 

Koii KaK BH^aa 3jioto Ha 3eM5rra h KaK ce 
6opn c Hero, ch ocTasa o6ane BejiHKOTO 
npeHMymecTBO Ha ycTHOTO cjiobo. To e h 
opT^^CHeTO Ha CBeTu,HTe-OTiuejiHHuji 9 npono- 
BeflHHijji h MtHeHHipi 3a B^paTa, KOHTO, 3a 
pa3JiHKa ot epeirmHTe h cpeniy tax, ro H3- 
nojBBaT 3a HOBeKa, a He npoTHB hhcth- 
TyqHH. Ot meAHa Tonxa Ha LfbpKBaTa Te ca 
eperaiiH. Ot raeflHa TOHKa Ha Kyjnypojiora- 
5rra h o6uj,OHOBeiuKH5i Mopaji o6ane, Te ca 
npoMeTeeBuji Ha EBponeficiaw PeHecaHC. 
Ta3H fli>jira npoijecua ot 6oroBflT>XHOBeHH 
Mi>^ce h ^ceHH b cpe^HOBeKOBHa h peHecaH- 
coBa B^jirapH^ 3anoHBa ct>c caMoyeflHHH- 
jiha ce o6nTaTeji Ha njiaHHHaTa Pmia. 



teaching, preserved in a small number of 
written sources, sometimes mystified or fal- 
sified, provoked in these countries severe re- 
pression with the participation of the 
Inquisition. 

How do we see evil on Earth and how do 
we fight it, however, remains the priority of 
the spoken word. It is also the weapon of the 
holy hermits, preachers and martyrs of faith, 
who, as different from the heretics and 
against them, used the word in the name of 
man and not against institutions. From the 
point of view of the Church they are 
heretics. From the point of view of the theo- 
ry and history of culture and universal hu- 
man ethics, however, there are the 
Prometheuses of the European Renaissance. 
This long list of men and women in 
Medieval and Renaissance Bulgaria, in- 
spired by God, begins with the lonely hermit 
of the Rila mountain. 

St. Joan Rilski (c. 876-946) was born 
in the small village of Skrino near 
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Cb. Moan Phjickh (okojio 876-946 r.), 
poflOM ot cejiueTO Ckphho npn rp. Kioc- 
TeHflHJi, ce OTTema Ha MJia^H to^hhh oko- 
jio mhctoto, KT>aeTO cera ce H3flHra Gm- 
rapcKaTa cbcthhh - Phjickhot MaHacrap, - 
h ce OTflaBa Ha ci^epijaHHeTo h Ha npo- 
MHiuji^BaHeTO. JlereHflaTa 3a Mi>2Ka, kohto 
bhahji Bora h nyji Han r bTCTBH5rra My, cl- 
flT>P^Ca BCLIUHOCT npH3HBa BCeKH BHpBam 

aa H3BT>puiH ycHJineTO fla ce npoMeHH, 
TTjpceHKH b ce6e ch. JSyxin: caM pa3KpHBa 
CKpHTHTe ch floGpofleTejiH h npenHCTBa 
OMT^pceHHTe, 3a Aa M05Ke #a ce c6jih2kh c 
Ilo3HaHHeTo 9 KoeTO Bor npeaocTaBH Ha oc- 

B060AeHHfl OT TJieHHHTe CH CTpaCTH. 

ToBa GjraropoAHO H3nHTaHHe ce h3>kh- 
BHBa, aKO BHpaTa e TOJiKOBa cnjiHa h fltji- 
6oxa, ^e cjioboto h jja Ha30BaBa bchhkh 

BHflHMH H HeBHflHMH Heilja C HCTHHCKHTe 
HM HMeHa. TpyflHO IIOCTH)KHMO H 3aTOBa 

flocTi>nHO 3a MajiuHHa GoronpocBeuieHH, 
noyneHHeTO Ha cb. HoaH Phjickh rnacH, Ha 
e3HKa Ha HcTOpHHTa, ne iia soBaBairero 
yKpenea He TOJiKoea CMHpeHneTO, koji- 
koto EHeprHHTa. 



Kyustendil. He retired very young to the 
spot, where now stands Bulgaria's sacred 
place - the Rila Monastery - and devoted 
himself to contemplation and reasoning. 
The legend of the man, who saw God and 
heard his directions, contains an appeal to 
every believer to make the effort and 
change in search of his own self. The spirit 
reveals its own virtues and purifies the de- 
filed in order to come closer to the 
Knowledge, which God grants to those free 
of their transient passions. 

This noble trial is experienced if faith is 
so strong and deep that its words call all 
visible and invisible things with their true 
names. Difficult to achieve and for that rea- 
son admissible to the chosen few, enlight- 
ened by God, the teaching of St. Joan 
Rilski states, in the language of History, 
that the naming of things strengthens not 
that much the humbleness but 
the Energy. 



Phjtckhht MaHacTHp - AyXOBHO 
cpejmme Ha E-fejirapnTe 
b EBpona m reoMeTpHMeH 
ijeirrbp Ha G-burapcKHTe 3eMH 
npe3 IX-X b. 

Rila Monastery, a spiritual cen- 
tre of the Bulgarians in Europe 
and the geometric centre of 
Bulgarian lands in 9 ,h -10 ,h c. 




rioKpoBHTejiaT Ha EtjirapHTe 
b Espona cb. HoaH Phjickh. 
Cmeuonuc om napaKJiuca 
„ Ce. Caea u ce. CimeoH ", Puac- 
ku Mauacmup, XIX e. 

The patron of the Bulgarians in 
Europe, St Joan Rilski. A mural 
from the St. Suva and St. Simeon 
Chapel in Rila Monastery, 19 th c. 
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EHEPIMTA 



THE ENERGY 



KoraTO ijap KajioviH (1 197-1207 r.) 
MOTHBHpa ceoeTo HCKaHe na 6i>fle 
npH3HaT caHi>T My ot nana Hhokch- 
thh III, 3a j\di jierMTHMnpa npe# CBeTHH 
npecTOJi h n,5ma EBpona BT^CTaHOBflBaHeTO 
Ha G'LJirapcKaTa MMiicpna cneA BH3aHTHnc- 
koto BjiaAHMecTBO, Ton ,ao6aBfl: „... Hne, 
KaTO jik)6hm chh, MCKaMc ot HamaTa Man- 
Ka, PnMCKaTa u'bpKna, napCKa KopoHa h 

flOCTOHHCTBO, CIIOpCH KOCTO Ca TH HMaJTH 

HaniHTe CTapn HMneparopH. Kaicro Haivm- 
paMe 3anncaHO B iiammc khhih, qrwh e 
6hji Eferbp, BTopn Caiviynji h ;ipyrn, kohto 
ca rn npeAxo>K;uuiM no napyBane." 

npeflHCTopnHTa na Ta3H ACKJiapaijHfl e 
HanncaHa ot miioio 6jiaropoflHHLtM n ot 
u^ji Hapofl. Ta janoMiui c AeHCTBH$rra Ha 
CHHOBeTe Ha ynpaBHTeJM na K)ro3anaAHa 
B-LJirapnH HnKOjia, kohto opraHH3npaT 
BOHCKa 3a ocBo6o>KAaiuuieTO Ha ocTaHajia- 
Ta TepHTopwH na m>p»caBaTa ot HaxjiyjiHTe 

BH3aHTMHUM IlOA IipCAIH)AMTeJTCTBOTO Ha 

HMnepaTop Moan Hiimhcxh. Ilpe3 971 r. 
BejiHKH npecjian n 3eMsrra ao ,HyHaB e Be- 
He HeroBO BJiaaeHHe, ho ivrb>KeTe Ha apnc- 
TOKpaTHnecKHH poA ot Flpecna ro ocbo- 
6o)KAaBaT. M3MC>KAy nerapHMaTa )khb oc- 



BajmyHHOBaTa Kyjia Ha xtjiMa LJapeBeu, bt^r BennKO 
T-bpHOBO, b kohto ce npe,ano.nara, ne e 6hji 3aTBopeH 
jiaTHHCKMHT HMnepaTop Ha KoHCTaHTHHonon EaimyHH I 
^jiaHA^pcKM cjiejj 3ary6aTa Ha 6MTKaTa cm cpemy uap 
KajiOHH npe3 1205 r. 

Baudouin's Tower on Tsarevetz Hill in Veliko Tarnovo, 
where probably the Latin Emperor of Constantinople, 
Baudouin I of Flanders was imprisoned after he lost his 
battle against King Kaloyan in 1205. 



When King Kaloyan (1197- 
1207) motivated his claim be- 
fore Pope Innocent III to rec- 
ognize his rank in order to make legiti- 
mate before the Papal throne and the 
whole of Europe the recovery of the 
Bulgarian Empire after the Byzantine 
rule, he added: "...We, as a loving son, 
want from our mother, the Church of 
Rome, a crown of a king and dignity, like 
the one possessed by our old emperors. 
As we find written in our old books, one 
was Peter, a second one was Samuel, and 
others who preceded them in reigning." 

Many noblemen and all the people 
write the pre-history of this declaration. It 
begins with the actions of the sons of the 
Governor of Southwestern Bulgaria, 
Nikola, who summoned an army for the 
liberation of the rest of the territory from 
the Byzantine invaders, lead by Emperor 
Joan Tzimiskes. In 971 Great Preslav and 
the land up to the Danube was already un- 
der the Emperor's rule but the men from 
the aristocratic family from Prespa liber- 
ated it. Among the four sons only Samuel 
survived, because David and Moses were 
killed on the battlefield, while the third 
one, Aron, was the victim of betrayal. In 
977 Samuel was still a rebellious feudal 
lord and a liberator of his country. From 
defense he switched to counterattack and 
reached the town of Larissa in Tessalia. 
And in 991 he was already "the absolute 
ruler of Bulgarians." 
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TaBa CaMymi, 3amoTO ^aBHfl h Moficeii 
3arHBaT Ha Gohhoto none, a TpeTHOT, 
ApoH - cjieA npenaTejiCTBO. npe3 977 r. 
CaMyHJi e ome BtcTaHaji obeoflaji h ocbo6o- 
flHTen Ha poAHHaTa ch, kohto ot OT6paHa 



The new king was personified activity. 
In 997 he moved his residence from 
Prespa to Ohrid in order to feel deeply - 
and he admits it - the enthusiasm of the 
spirit of St. Kliment Ohridski, who creat- 



Kpenocira Ha uap CaMymi (997-1014 r.) b rp. Oxpn,n, - 
CTOJimja Ha EtjirapHH ot 997 #o 1018 r. cjie# npeB3eMa- 

HeTO Ha BeJIHKH FIpeCJiaB OT BH3aHTHHU,HTe. 

King Samuel's fortress (997-1014) in the town of 
Ohrid which was the capital of the Bulgarian state 
from 997 to 1018 after the occupation of Veliki 
Preslav by Byzantines. 



EuirapHfl npu uap CaMypui (997-1014 r.). Toh ce onurBa 
^a Bi>3CTaHOBH HMnepHflTa ot BpeMeTO Ha uap Chmcoh Be- 
jraKH c ueHTtp b OxpHfl, nofl noKpOBHrencTBOTO Ha AyxoB- 
HHTe HacTaBHHUH Ha EtjirapHTe cb. HayM h cb. Kjihmcht. 

Bulgaria of King Samuel. He tried to restore the empire 
from the time of King Simeon the Great with a new centre 
in Ohrid under the patronage of the spiritual leaders of the 
Bulgarians, St. Naum and St. Kliment. 
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npeMHHaBa b KOHTpaHacTtmieHHe h ^octh- 
ra 30 rpafl, Jlapnca b TecajiHH, ho npe3 
991 r. e Bene, Kairro ro HapiraaT jieTonHC- 
UHTe, „caMOBjiacTeH rocno^ap Ha Einra- 
pHTe". 

Hobh5it nap e nepcoHH(J)Hi^HpaHaTa aK- 
thbhoct. ripe3 997 r. toh npeMecTBa pe3H- 
fleHijHHTa cm ot Ilpecna b OxpHfl, 3a m ce 
H3n r tJiHH - h toh TOBa He icpne! - ct>c 3aB- 
jiaflHBamHii eHTycHa3 r bM Ha flyxa Ha cb. 

KjlHMeHT OxpHflCKH, CT>3flaJI B T03H Tpafl 

jiKDHKa Ha flpeBHo6i>jirapcKaTa KyjiTypa, 
khidkobhoct h npocBeTa. IIpe3 998 r. Ca- 
MyHJi e npH3HaT 3a GtnrapcKH i^ap ot Phm- 
CKaTa m>pKBa, 3a aa nojiynn no^Kpena b 
onepiaBamaTa ce Te>KKa BOHHa cpemy Bh- 
3aHTHiicKaTa HMnepHH, a npe3 998 r. npe- 
MHHaBa othobo noSe^HOTO Tpace Ha 
Chmcoh I, H3JiH3a Ha AflpHaTHHecKHH 6p^r 
npn ^ajiMaij,H5i h oBjia^HBa oajiaTa 3anaAHa 
nonoBHHa Ha EajncaHeKHfl nojryocTpoB. 

Ot h3tok oGane BH3aHTHHCKaTa BOHCKa 
HacTi>nBa kt>m IJeinpajiHa h 3anaflHa Bt>ji- 
rapHH nofl p^koboactboto Ha rojieMHfl 
m>jiKOBOflei^ h ffbp>KaBHHK BacHUHH II. Toh 
npeB3eMa flopn Bh^hh, ho flecnorbT KpaK- 
pa, 3amHTHHKT>T Ha KJHOMOBaTa KpenocT 
npn IlepHHK, koato KOHTpojinpa mbTH ot 
EreiicKO Mope kt>m ,3,yHaB, ro otxbt>pjth. 
EflBa npe3 1014 r. BacujiHH II pa3rp0M5iBa 
CaMynjioBaTa BOHCKa b panoHa Ha njiaHH- 
HaTa Eejiacnija ceBepHO ot ErencKO Mope 
h npeBpT>ma noGe^aTa ch b OTMtmeHHe 3a 
3ary6aTa Ha BH3aHTHHHHTe cpemy 
CHMeoH I npn Axejiofi - toh rnieroraa h oc- 
jienaBa Ha,n; 14 000 G^jirapcKH bohhhijh, 
kohto npoBo^c^a Ha ijapfl hm. TTpH Ta3H 
KapTHHa CaMyHji yMHpa ot c^paeneH 
npHCTtn. 

MeTHpn roflHHH no-KT>CHO BijjirapHH 
OKOH^aTejiHO H3ry6Ba He3aBHCHMOCTTa ch, 
ho He h eHeprHHTa ch #a pa3no3HaBa hc- 

THHCKHTe CTOHHOCTH. H3rap5ffleTO Ha 60TO- 



ed in this town the cradle of Old 
Bulgarian culture, literature and educa- 
tion. In 998 the Roman Church recog- 
nized Samuel as King of Bulgaria in order 
to have his support in the coming war 
against the Byzantine Empire. In 998 
Samuel passed again the victorious route 
of Simeon I, arrived at the Adriatic coast 
of Dalmatia, and conquered the western 
part of the Balkan Peninsula. 

The Byzantine army, however, 
marched on from the east, headed for 
Central and Western Bulgaria, lead by the 
great commander and statesman Basil II. 
He even conquered Vidin, but despot 
Krakra, the defender of the key fortress 
near Pemik, which controlled the road 
from the Aegean sea to the Danube, 
fought him off. Only in 1014 Basil II suc- 
ceeded in destroying Samuel's army in 
the region of Belasitza mountain, north of 
the Aegean sea. He turned his victory in- 
to revenge for the defeat of the 
Byzantines at Aheloi. Basil II captured 
and blinded over 14 000 Bulgarian sol- 
diers and sent them back to their king. 
Seeing them, Samuel died of heart attack. 

Four years later Bulgaria lost its inde- 
pendence but not its energy to recognize 
genuine values. The burning of the 
Bogomil leader Vasiliy on the stake in 
Constantinople in 1111 restored the sub- 
versive activity against the State in a new 
function - this time against the Byzantine 
Empire. Apocryphal literature and the 
passionals of the saints became manifests 



KpenocTTa Ha xtJiMa LJapeBeu bt>b BejiHKo TbpHOBO - 
erojiHija Ha GtJirapcKaTa HMnepHfl Me^iy 1 185 h 1393 r. 

The fortress on Tsarevetz Hill in Veliko Tarnovo, the 
capital of the Bulgarian Empire from 1 185 to 1393. 
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Bi>jirapH5i „Ha TpHTe Mopeia" - HepHO, EreiiCKO 
h AapHaTH^ecKO, npH uap MBaH AceH II (1218-1241 r.) 
- o6pa3 Ha CHMeoHOBa h Ha CaMymioBa EtjirapHfl, 
„Be4HaTa" 3eMH MOK^y H3TOKa h 3ana#a Ha EBpona. 



Bulgaria "on the three seas" - Black Sea, Aegean Sea and 
Adriatic Sea, of King Ivan Asen II (1218-1241). It was a 
realization of Simeon's and Samuel's Bulgaria, the "eter- 
nal land" between the East and the West of Europe. 
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3naTHa MOHeia, ceneHa no 
BpeMeTO Ha ijap MBaH AceH II 
(jimje h rpi>6). 

Hai^uouaneu apxeo/ioeunecKU 
MV3eu, Co(fJUH. 



A gold coin, 
of King Ivan Assen II 
(face and reverse). 
National Museum of 
Archaeology, Sofia. 
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mhjickhh BOflan BacHJiHH Ha Knafla b Kohc- 
TaHTHHonoji npe3 1111 r. B-bSBptiija aHTH- 
A^p^caBHaTa noapHBHa aefiHOCT b HOBaTa h 

(ftyHKIJHil, T03H ntT Cpemy BH3aHTHHCKaTa 

HMnepna, a anoKpncJmaTa jiMTepaTypa h 
^HTH^Ta Ha CBeTHHTe - cpea tax h Hapofl- 
hoto 6e3HMeHH0 aarrae na cb. HoaH Phjic- 
kh ot 1183 r. - ce npeo6pa3»BaT b Marai- 
4>ecTH Ha CT>npoTHBaia. 

T51 3anoHBa c BtcTaHHeTO npe3 1 185 r., 
BAHrHaTO ot 6paTflTa rieTi»p h AceH h ao- 
BefleHO ro ycnex ot nap AceH I 
(1190-1196 r.). B^npeKH npoMeHjiHBHTe 
ycnexH npe3 Te3H 6i>p30 H3TeKJiH toahhh, 
3aroBopHTe cpemy 6paT5rra, yGHHCTBOTO 
Ha ijap AceH ot noflicyneH 6ojiHpMH npe3 
1 196 r. h CMT^pTTa Ha rierbp npe3 1 197 r., 
6i>jirapcKaTa fltp^aBHOCT Bi>3Kp r bCBa npe3 
1187 r., a BroaHTHA ce OTKa3Ba Ham>jiHO 
ot peKOHKHCTaTa ch ^aK KoraTO KanoaH ce 
noaBaBa Hanejio Ha KOHmmaTa ch b H3toh- 
Ha TpaKira b 1 199 r. h npeB3eMa BapHa jjBe 

TOAHHH nO-KI>CHO. 

YHHHTa Ha BJiaaeTeji5i c nana 
Hhokchthh III h npH3HaBaHeTO Ha L^apcKo- 
to My aocTOHHCTBO ot Phm He My nonpeM- 

Ba fla CKJHOHH Hy>KHHfl CLK>3 C BH3aHTHHIJH- 

Te cpemy JlaraHCKaTa HMnepn^ b Kohc- 
TaHTHHonojr, ycTpoeHO b CTapaTa HMnepc- 

Ka CTOJIHIja OT pHI^apHTe-KplDCTOHOCUH noA 

BOAa^ecTBOTO Ha Bo^yeH I <E>jiaHAT>pcKH. 
BoayeH 3ana3Ba npecTOJia ch 6poeHH Me- 
ceijH cjiea 1204 r., KoraTO ce B r b3Ka x iBa Ha 
Hero, 3am;oTO Kajio^H pa36nBa BOHCKaTa 
My npe3 anpnji Ha cneflHaTa roflHHa b paB- 
HHHaTa Kpafi EflnpHe, pHMCKO-BroaHTHHC- 
khh XaApnaHonoji. 

CjiaBHHHT My npHeMHHK ijap MnaH 
AceH II (1218-1241 r.), kohto npoA^ji^ca- 
Ba BnacTTa Ha AceHeBijH cnea B'bTpeiiiHH 
Me^cayocoGHH nepHneraH, nocTHra Haii- 
toji^moto TepHTopnajiHO pa3nrapeHHe Ha 
EtjirapHfl. „IXapHm na EhAzapu u Thp- 



of rebellion. Among them was also the 
folk passional of St. Joan Rilski of 1 1 83. 

The rebellion started in 1185 with the 
riot of the brothers Peter and Assen and 
was later brought to a successful end by 
King Assen I (1190-1196). In spite of 
wavering success during all these years, 
the conspiracies against the two brothers, 
the killing of King Assen by a corrupt bo- 
yar in 1196, and the death of Peter in 
1 197, the Bulgarian State came to free life 
again in 1187. In the same time Byzan- 
tium dropped its reconquista completely 
only when Kaloyan appeared at the head 
of his cavalry in Eastern Thrace in 1199 
and conquered Vama two years later. 

The union of the King with Pope 
Innocent III and the recognition of his 
royal rank by Rome did not stop him to 
sign the same union with Byzantium 
against the Latin Empire in Constan- 
tinople, formed in the old imperial capital 
by the crusader knights under the leader- 
ship of Baudouin I of Flanders. Baudouin 
kept his throne only a few months after 
1204, the year of his ascension, because 
Kaloyan destroyed his army in April next 
year in the plane at pres. Edrine, the 
Roman-Byzantine Hadrianople. 

Kaloyan's glorious successor King 
Ivan Assen II (1218-1241), who took up 
the dynasty line of the Assen family after 



a 



ifu , KaKTO macH n^jiHaTa My THTyjiaTypa. 



AceHOBaTa KpenocT Ha hkta ot Ijjiobahb kt>m EreiiCKO 
Mope npe3 PoAonnre, HeAanen ot BanKOBCKHH 
MaHacrap, XIII b. 

Assen 's Fortress on the road from Plovdiv to Aegean 
Sea through the Rhodopes Mountains, near 
Bachkovo Monastery, 13 th c. 
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3aBemaBa Ha cjieflBanprre Bjia^eTejiH eflHa 

HCTOpHHeCKa OTrOBOpHOCT, KOflTO Te He 

MoraT #a hocat. 

IlonpeHBaT hm ct6HTH5iTa ot - KaKTO ce 
TBT>pflH noHHKora - „nocjie r u,HaTa BtJiHa ot 
BejiHKOTO npecejieHHe Ha HapoflHTe". Ta3H 
BtJiHa e HaiuecTBHeTO Ha ocMaHCKHTe Typ- 
ijh npe3 XIV b. CjieA npoAtJi^cHTejiHOTO, 
ho Bee no-OTCJia6Bamo ijapyBaHe Ha Mbhh 
AjieKcaHAi>p (1331-1371 r.), EtJirapira e 
nofleneHa Meacay HacjieAHHijHTe My, a b ct>- 
maTa roAHHa naTpnapx Ha o6peneHaTa 

IJ'bpKBa BT>B BeJIHKO TtpHOBO, B CTOJIHIjaTa 

Ha AceHeBCKaTa AMHacTHH, CTaBa Ebth- 

MHH, AyXOBHHKT>T, yHeHHflT, JIHTepaTOpT>T 

h pe4)opMaTopi»T na iincivieHOCTTa. 

„To3H iTbH Ha 3ajiH3BamoTO CKbHue" npe- 
>KHB5ma 6MTKaTa npn Kocobo, b kohto Mypaa 
I e y6HT ot cpi>6cKHH icpan Jlasap, a Jla3ap — 
ot CHHa Ha cyjrraiia, Ba$nna „CBeTicaBimaTa". 
Ta3H ApaMa, pa3Hrpajia ce npe3 1 389 r., npeB- 
p-bma nocjieflBajiMTe a ct^Gmthh b Tpare^HH. 
Ha 17 iojih 1 393 r. EasrcHA mypMyBa h npeB- 
3eMa CTOjnmaTa Bcjimko TbpHOBO, jihkbhah- 
pa i^apcTBOTO Ha MsaH II In him an 
(1371-1395 r.), a cjie# 6nTKaTa npn HnKonoji 
Ha fl,yHaB npe3 1 396 r. - napcTBOTO Ha HeaH 
CpauMMiip ( 1 356- 1 396 r.) h 3aBJiaAflBa u#na 
EtJirapHfl. 

JlereHflaTa pa3Ka3Ba, ne najiawr, kohto 
TpnSBano aa OTcene rjiaeaTa Ha ayxoBHHfl 
3am,HTHMK Ha BejiHKo TbpHOBO, Ha Ebth- 
mhh, He MO)Kaji aa HaHece y#apa ch, 3amoTO 
pi»KaTa My ce napajiH3Hpana. riaTpHapxtT 
yMp^ji b 3aToneHHe, MO^ce 6h - b MaHacra- 
pa Ha^ c. BaMKOBO, k»kho ot FLjiobahb. 

PiBaH AjieKcaHAT,p (1331-1371 r.) h i;apra;a TeoAOpa etc 
CHHOBeTe ch MBaH AceH h LiBaH IIlHuiMaH. MHHHaTiopa 
ot uapcKOTO HeTBepoeBanrejiHe, T.Hap. jxnec 
JIohaohckoto eBaHrejiwe (1356 r.). EpumcmcKa 
6u6/iuomeKa, Jloudon 

King Ivan Alexander (1331-1371) and Queen Teodora 
with their sons Ivan Assen and Ivan Shishman. A minia- 
ture from the King's Gospel, called London Gospel today 
(1356), British Library, London. 



internecine wars, achieved the greatest 
territorial expansion of Bulgaria. 'The 
King of Bulgarians and Greeks", as was 
his full title, left to the successive rulers a 
historical responsibility, which they were 
not able to bear. 

An obstacle for them was "the last 
wave of the Great Migration", as is often 
claimed. This wave was the invasion of 
the Ottoman Turks in the 14th c. After the 
long but waning reign of Ivan Alexander 
(1331-1371) Bulgaria was divided 
among his heirs. In the same year 
Euthymius - clergyman, scholar, writer 
and reformer of our writing system, was 
elected Patriarch of the doomed church of 
Veliko Turnovo, the capital of the Assen 
dynasty. 

"This ray of the setting sun" survived 
the battle of Kosovo, in which Murad I 
was killed by the Serbian king Lazar. And 
Lazar was killed by the son of the Sultan, 
Bayazid "The Lightening". This drama, 
unfolding in 1389, tuned the following 
events into a tragedy. On July 17, 1393 
Bayazid attacked and conquered the cap- 
ital Veliko Turnovo and put an end to the 
kingdom of Ivan Shishman 
(1371-1395). After the battle of Nikopol 
on the Danube in 1396 he also put an end 
to the kingdom of Ivan Sratzimir 
(1356-1396) and conquered the whole of 
Bulgaria. 

The legend has it that the executioner, 
who had to cut off the head of the spiritu- 
al defender of Veliko Turnovo, 
Euthymius, could not strike this blow be- 
cause his hand went numb. The Patriarch 
died in exile, probably in the monastery 
above the village of Bachkovo, south of 
Plovdiv. 
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IlaMeTHHK Ha naTpnapx Ebthmhh b iteHTtpa 
Ha CocJjpw - yneHPWT, jiHTepaTopi>T, CBemeHOCJiy^cHTe- 
jiflT h 3amHTHHKi>T Ha BejiHKO TbpHOBO npH oGca^aia 
Ha rpa^a ot TypijHTe. 

The monument to Patriarch Euthymius in Sofia - the 
scholar, clergyman and defender of Veliko Tarnovo 
besieged by the Turks. 



B OTroBopa ch no ijap KajiOHH nana 
HHOKeHTHH III Hanncaji: „Th o6ane CMHpe- 
ho noncKa pnMCKaTa iji.pKBa aa th aa^e ko- 
poHa, KaKTO ce ^eTe b tbohtc KHHra, ne e 
flajia Ha IleT'bp, CaMynji h flpynrre tboh 
3HaTHonaMeTHH npefliiH. Hne nponee, 3a aa 
ce yBepHM b TOBa no-#o6pe, HapeflnxMe fla 
6i>flaT nponeTeHH BmiiviaTejiHO iiauinxe 
pemcTpn, ot kohto hcho y3HaxMe, ne B 
no^HHHeHaTa th 3eMH ca Shjih kopohh- 
caHH MHoro uape." 

Taiea, b noncKaHOTO h b nojiyneHOTO 
ijapcTBeHO flocTOHHCTBO ce ctfl r bp»ca npH3- 
HaHneTO 3a npneMCTBeHOCT. B Hen e BT>n- 
jitTeHa EHepma, kohto e npeAH3BHKaHa 
ot H3nHTaHHHTa n ce 3axpaHBa ot tax. Th 
He H36yxBa BeAHT>>K, 3a #a cthxhc, th e hc- 
TopHnecKO IIoBeAeHHe. 



In his answer to King Kaloyan Pope 
Innocent III wrote: "You, however, 
humbly asked the Church of Rome to 
give you the royal crown, as it was given 
to Peter, Samuel and the rest of your glo- 
rious predecessors, as is written in your 
books. In order to be convinced We ordered 
that our registers be read very carefully 
and it became perfectly clear that many 
kings had been crowned in the land you 
rule." 

Thus the royal dignity, asked for and 
granted, contained the recognition of suc- 
cession. It kept Energy, born by ordeals and 
fed by them. It did not explode unexpect- 
edly to fade away, it was historical 
Behaviour. 



IJapeBeu, 3a# yicpenjieHHflTa ch - ctpLjeTO 
Ha BejiHKO Ti>phobo 

The Hill of Tsarevetz with its fortifications, the heart 
of Veliko Tarnovo. 




nOBE/JEHHETO 



THE BEHAVIOUR 



MOHaxi>T ot XnjieHflapcKHH MaHac- 
THp Ha nojiyocTpoB Atoh naw- 
chh (1722-1773 r.), pofleH b 
rpafl BaHCKO noa ceBepHHTe ckjiohobc Ha 
IlHpHH nnaHHHa h noHHHaji b AceHOBrpafl 
nofl ceBepHHTe ckjiohobc Ha PoAonHTC, Ha- 
ppraaH oTeu; aapaflH cny^ceHHeTO ch Ha Bo- 
ra, ho h 3apaflH npH3HaTOTO My ot EtJira- 
pirre flyxoBHO 6ani;HHCTBo ? e hmcto-ko^ 
3a BpeMeTO Ha TypcKO BJia^iraecTBO. ymi- 
BepcajiHOCTTa Ha „IIaHCHeBHfl koa" ce ot- 
HacH 3a i^ejiHH npoijec Ha ycTaHOBHBaHe h 
OTXBtpjMHe Ha HyKflOTO rocnoflCTBO h ce 
cbctoh b ocTpira BT>npoc KaK aa ce MHCJIH 
h AeficTBa, KoraTO HiiMa fltp^caBa, h b pe- 
HiHTejiHHH My OTroBop - KaTO ce yKpenBa 
caMonyBCTBHeTO Ha ayxa. 

T03H aBTOp-OTHieJIHHK, npepoBHJi 6h6- 
JIHOTeKHTe Ha ATOHCKHTe MaHaCTHpH H 

oGhkojthji #pyra, 3a #a y3Hae noBene, Ha- 
nncBa „HcTopHii cjiaB*rHo6 r bJirapcKa", caM 
3anoHBa aa h TtpcH HHTaTejiH cpe# rpa- 
MOTHHTe h cjiymaTejiH cpe^ HerpaMOTHirre, 
h 3aBemaBa Tpy^a ch Ha cjie#OBHHii,H, koh- 
to aa ro npenncBaT h pa3maciiBaT. Tbii ot- 
inejiHHqecTBOTO CTaBa anocTOJicTBO, anoc- 
tojictboto - npoGy^cflaHe, onpe^ejiflHO 
necTO KaTO „HaMajio Ha StJirapcKOTO bt>3- 
pa^maHe". BcbmHOCT e^Ha nepHOflH3au,H5i 
noBene pa3#ejifl, otkojikoto CBT>p3Ba b 
npneMCTBeHa nocjieaoBaTejiHOCT noBe^e- 
HHeTO Ha OHC3H, kohto „npoH3Be»CTjaT Hc- 
TopHii". KaK ToraBa ^a &bflax flyxoBHo pa3- 
KT^caHH HaneHKHTe Ha eBponeficKO Bt>3- 
pa^KflaHe npe3 XIII-XIV b., BT>njn>TeHH b 
H3o6pa3HTejiHHTe H3KycTBa h jiHTepaTypa- 

Ta, HO CHJIOM JTHKBHflHpaHH, OT IIOfleMa 

npe3 XVIII h XIX b., KoraTO KOHTHHiOHTe- 



The monk from the Hilendar 
monastery at the Athos Peninsula 
Paisiy (1722-1773) was born in 
Bansko in the northern slopes of the Pirin 
mountain and died in Assenovgrad, in the 
northern slopes of the Rhodopes. He was 
called "father" for his service to God, but 
also for spiritual fatherhood for the 
Bulgarians and he is the code name for the 
period of Turkish rule. The universality of 
"Paisiy 's code" refers to the entire process 
of imposition and rejection of the foreign 
rule. Its essence is in the fundamental ques- 
tion - how to think and act when there is no 
State, and in its answer - by strengthening 
spiritual confidence. 

This hermit writer, who went through all 
libraries of the Athos monasteries and vis- 
ited many others in order to learn more, 
wrote "Slavic-Bulgarian History". He him- 
self tried to find readers among the literate 
and listeners among the illiterate for what 
he had written and left his work to his dis- 
ciples, who were to copy it and spread it 
wide. Thus the hermit turned into apostle, 
and the apostle's mission provoked the 



Ei>jirapcKaTa flyxoBHa cbcthhh b Atoh - MOHamecKaia 
npaBocjiaBHa peny6jiHKa Ha XanKHflH^ecKHa nojiyocr- 
poB, Fbpipra. MaHacTHp^T „Cb. reopra", HapeneH 3or- 
pa(J)CKH MaHacTHp, ctxpaHABa b yHHKajiHaTa ch 6h6jih- 
OTeica eAHH ot HaH-ueHHHTe 3a CBeTOBHaTa KyjiTypa 
6i>jirapcKH ptKonwcH h CTaponenaTHH KHHra. 

The Bulgarian spiritual sanctuary in Athos - the orthodox 
moncs' republic on the Halkidiki Peninsula, Greece. St. 
Georgi Monastery, called Zografski Monastery, treasures 
in its unique library some of the most valuable for the 
world culture Bulgarian mediaeval manuscripts and old 
printed books. 
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tt>t Ha noBe#eHMeTO A0Ka3Ba, ne KyjiTypa- 
Ta e no-ycTOHHHBa ot A-bpmaeaTa. 

Oieu; IlaHCHH 3aaaBa b KHHraTa ch cboh 
3HaMeHHT yKopHTejieH B^npoc, OTnpaBeH 
KtM ciDHapoflHHKa My - „3amo ce cpaMHin 
#a ce Hape^ein EtJirapiiH" - npe3 1762 r. 
Bi^jirapcKaTa ijapcica flHHacrafl h u^jiaTa 
noTOMCTBeHa apncTOKpaijiifl ca OTjjaBHa 

JIHKBHflHpaHH, A'bp^aBHHTe HHCTHTyiJHH Ca 

cpHHara, aBTOKec^ajiHaTa u^pKBa h bhciiih- 
at KjiHp ca npeMaxHaTH, a caiiOBHTe flHn- 
jioMaTHnecKH xoflOBe Ha 6oraTH h o6pa30- 
BaHH BtJirapH H3 eBponeficKHTe ctojihuh 
npe3 XVII b. ecTecTBeHO He ca moejih fla 
AOBeaaT ^0 npaiea HaMeca b noKopeHPw eB- 
poneiicKH K)roH3TOK. 

BoeHHHTe H BlDCTaHHHeCKHTe KaMnaHHH 

HiiMaT maHCOBe cpemy ocMaHCKaia bhco- 



awakening often defined as "the beginning 
of Bulgarian National Revival". In fact a 
periodization more often divides than links 
in successive continuation the behaviour of 
those who "make History". How can we 
separate the beginning of European 
Renaissance of the 13th- 14th c, embodied 
in fine art and literature, but destroyed by 
force, from the surge of the 1 8th and the 
19th c, when the continuity of behaviour 
proved that culture is more tenacious 
than the State? 

Father Paisiy asks in his book his ad- 
monishing question, addressed to his com- 
patriot - „why are you ashamed to call 
yourself Bulgarian" - in 1762. The 
Bulgarian royal dynasty and the whole of 
the aristocracy had been long destroyed, 




OTeu nancHH XnneimapcKH. 
XydojfCHUK K. JJemee 

Father Paisiy Hilendarski, a paint- 
ing by K. Denchev. 
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Koecj)eKTHBHa h MHoroGpoima apMiw. Onje 
npe3 1396 r. yHrapcioraT Kpaji CHra3MyHA, 
noflKperwH ot Cbqthsi npecTon, noBOKAa 
Kpi>CTOHOCijHTe ch no AOJiHHaTa na flyHaB, 
ho npH HnKonoji (CeBepo3ana^Ha Etjira- 
Phh) e noGefleH ot cyjiTaH Baa3HA I. Ee- 
3ycneuiHa e onepaijHHTa Ha 6anKaHCKHTe 
BjiaAeTejiH - cpT>6cKHfl CTecJ)aH JIa3ape- 

BHH, GoCHeHCKMH OcTOH, BJTaiUKHfl MnpHO 

h 6T>jirapcKHfl KoHcraiiTMii, chh Ha HBaH 
CpaijHMHp - ot 1403-1404 r. ETjirapcKH- 
wr KH5I3 OpyncHH ( 1435 r.) hc cnojiyHBa fla 
ce oGeflHHH c B-bCTanannTe aji6aHLi,H. FIo- 
xoat>t Ha nojicKHH Kpaji BnaflHCJiaB VI 
ilrejio, Hapenen BapiieiiHHK uipa;in 6nTKa- 
Ta My c MypaA II Kpan Bapua, e CMa3aH 
npe3 1444 r., BtnpeKH ynacrMCTo Ha 3Ha- 

MeHHTHH n^JlKOBOACH flllOIII XyHHH^H. 

BtcTamieTO Ha BbJirapme c neHTbp Be- 
jihko Tt>phobo, no;uK)Moi na to h ot bohckh 
Ha He3aBHCHMHM BJiamKH khh* MnxaHn 
Xpa6pH, H36yxBa npe3 1598 r., ho e 3a^y- 
meHO. Ci>maTa e CbftGara na mopoTO Be- 

JIHKO TbpHOBCKO MjCTailMC (1686 Y.) H Ha 

MnnpOBCKOTo (16X8 r.), EcaKTO h na noc- 
jieflBajioTo ro cjiefl BpeMe o6mo B-bop^^ce- 
ho HaflHraHe 3a ocboGokachhc Ha EtJira- 
pHTe, o6xBaHano bcmhkh 3ana#HE Kpanma 
Ha CTpaHaTa (1737 r.). 

TbKMo 3aTOBa Bi>npoei>T na OTeij EtaM- 
chh e apocTeii npH3HB noBeAeHHeTo Ha 
EuirapHTe Aa ce H3n r bJiHH ct>c caMonyBCT- 
BHe. Kojikoto h onaBHO Aa e 6hjto MHHajio- 
to, CTpacTHo Bi^CTaHOBeHo ot MOHaxa, TO 
He e AOCTarbneH HMnyjic. Hhkoh He e b 
CT>CTOHHHe Aa BT>3npenHTCTBa /Jpynra Aa 
ce CTpeMH Khu caMoci)3HaHHe h Aa ro noc- 

THTHe BT.B BCKOBHOTO CT>H3rpa3KflaHe Ha HC- 

TopHHTa, kohto e BHHarH HacTonme. B Ta- 
KOBa HenpeKi>CHaTO HacToame EtjirapH- 

fflbT 6e3 A^P^aBHOCT H o4>HL(HajiHa i^pKBa 
4>opMyjiHpa npaBHJioTO, ne OTCTtiuiemieTO 
ot B5ipaTa e OTCTtiLnemie ot HapoAHOCTTa, 



state institutions were in ruins, the auto- 
cephalous Bulgarian Church and the high 
clergy did not exist any longer. The indi- 
vidual diplomatic activity of wealthy, and 
educated Bulgarians in European capitals 
in the 17th c. naturally did not lead to the 
direct intervention in subjugated southeast- 
ern Europe. 

Military and rebellious campaigns had 
no chance of success against the numerous 
and highly effective Ottoman army. As ear- 
ly as 1396 the Hungarian King Sigizmund, 
supported by the Church of Rome, lead his 
crusaders down the Danube valley but was 
defeated at Nikopol by Sultan Bayazid I. 
The campaign of the Balkan rulers (1403- 
1404), the Serbian Stefan Lazarevich, the 
Bosnian Ostoya, the Wallach Mircho, and 
the Bulgarian Constantine, the son of Ivan 
Sratzimir, ended without success. The 
Bulgarian Prince Fruzhin (1435) failed in 
his union with the rebellious Albanians. 
The march of the Polish Prince Vladislav 
VI Jagelo, called Varnenchik after his bat- 
tle with Murad II at Varna, was smashed in 
1444, despite the participation of the fa- 
mous military commander Janosh Huniadi. 
The uprising of the Bulgarians, centered in 
Veliko Turnovo, helped by the army of the 
independent Wallach Prince Michael 
The Brave, broke out in 1598, but was sup- 
pressed. The same happened to the second 
uprising in Veliko Turnovo (1686) and to 
the Chiprovtzi uprising (1688), followed 
by the armed rebellion for the liberation of 
Bulgarians, which covered all western re- 
gions of the country (1737). 

This is why the question of Father Paisiy 
is an appeal to the Bulgarians to behave 
with more self-confidence. No matter how 
glorious their past had been, revived by the 
monk with passion, it was not a sufficient 
impulse. No one can stop the Other to 
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MaHacTHpT^T Haa c. EaHKOBO b PoaoriHTe, XI b. 

The Monastery near the village of Bachkovo 
in the Rhodopes Mountains. 



He OTKa3T>T OT KHPDKOBHOCT e OTKa3 OT 1103- 

HaHHe, ne GeflHocira e coiinanHa o6pene- 
hoct h ne H30JiaijH5iTa ot ApyraTe HapOflH, 
noTHCHaTH hjih CBoGoflHH, e yHHmo^eHHe 
Ha HeroBM co6cTBeH. 

YcTHaTa HCTopHnecKa naMeT CLxparoraa 
enHHecKHH, neceHHna, HapaTHBrora h 06- 

peflHHH 4>OJlKJ10p BT,B (jtyHKIJHflTa My Ha 

nocBeTHTejiHO TanHCTBo kt>m npnHa,njie)K- 
HOCTTa KT>M HeHaK-bpHHivia o6liihoct. Ta3H 
naMeT no^xpaHBa hoboto MTueHHnecTBO 

Ha CBeTUH, KOMTO oGlUHOCTTa KaHOHH3Hpa 

3apaflH OTKa3a mm ,na npneMaT ny>KflaTa bh- 
pa. 3HaHHH m He3naiiiiM waHCTopH, iioa- 

,HT>p>KaiII,H B 3aTBOpCHMTC CH UlUaHTHHHCKH 

c^py)KeHHH TpaflHUHHTa na cbohtc yMeHHH, 
3orpa4)HCBaT m>pKBH n ManacTwpH, BflnraT 
HacoBHHKOBH Ky/iM w,\ rpajicKMTe njioiuaflH, 



strive for self-awareness and to achieve it 
in the eternal creation of history, which is 
always a present. In such a permanent 
present the Bulgarian, born without State 
and official church, formulates the follow- 
ing rules - retreat from faith is retreat from 
nationality, refusal of education is refusal 
of knowledge, poverty is social predetermi- 
nation, and isolation from other nations, 
oppressed or free, is equal to self-destruc- 
tion. 

Oral historical memory keeps the epic, 
musical, narrative and ritual folklore in its 
function of consecrative mystery of be- 
longing to an inseparable community. This 
memory gives food to the new martyrdom 



OpHrnHajiHM crpaHHun ot „Hctophh cjiaBHHo6T>jirapc- 
Ka M ot riaMCHH XnjieHAapcKH. Bu6AiiomeKa na Amonc- 
Kiiu MOHacmup „Ce. reopeu". 

Original pages of "Slavo-Bulgarian History" by Paisiy 
Hilendarski, Library of St. Georgi Athos Monastery. 
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CTpoflT nppoeMHH xpaMOBe h H3pa6oTBaT 

3JiaTHH H CpeGljpHH HaKHTH. 

JlHTepaTypHaTa HCTopnnecKa naMeT, 
BH3yajiH3HpaHa 3a noKJiOHHHiprre Ha Phjic- 
kh», BaHKOBCKHH h Apyra no-MajiKH MaHac- 
THpn, He e rH6ejiHO 3ajiHHeHa, 3amoTO ome 
b Kpan Ha XV b. b ny^cSHHa 3anoHBaT ^a ce 
OTne^aTBaT hobh eBaHrejiHH h MOJiHTBeHH- 
ijh. Ta3H KpexKa khjdkobhoct, kt>m kohto 
npHHafljie^caT h KpaTKHTe npnnHCKH no no- 
jieTaTa Ha cBememrre l^pkobhh KHHrn h 
kohto cjie^; IlaHCHH me ce pa3pa3H b jiHTe- 
paTypHOTo npoH3BOflCTBO, BT^xo^a 06a- 

He KbM TtpHOBCKaTa HIKOJia Ha MT>flpH H 
TaJiaHTJIHBH aBTOpH-flyXOBHHI^H, BOAeHH OT 

cb. TeoflocHH Ti>pHOBCKH h ot naTpHapx 
Ebthmhh. 

Ta3H niKOJia H3jn>HBa ^BaMa tt>phobijh- 

MHCHOHepH 3a npaBOCJiaBHHfl CBHT - MHT- 

ponojiHT KneBCKH h Ha ujuia, Pycwn Knn- 
piiaH, kohto 3aBi>pinBa .mnrre ch npe3 
1406 r., h rpMropMii U,aivi6jiaK, jthtobckh 

MHTpOnOJIHT H KHH)KOBHHK B PyCHfl, C^p- 

6hh, MojmoBa h JlHTBa. LJaiviGjiaK yMHpa 
npe3 1420 r. b mojiaobckha MaHacrap 
Hamij, K^eTO ce npmoTHJiH MHoro GtJira- 
pCKH flyxoBHHU,H cjiefl naaaHeTO Ha BejiHKO 
TbpHOBO h c BpeMe ro npeBtpHajiH b cpe- 
flHme Ha cpeAHoGtJirapcKaTa khpdkobhoct 
- bi>b (J)OHfloxpaHHJiHmaTa My h flo flHec ce 
na3HT aeceTKH TOMOBe, ponncaHH Ha Ebth- 
MHeBHH GtJirapcKH e3HK. 

Btpxy H3ne3HajiaTa flHec enHTa(J)H^ Ha 
rpo6a Ha TpHropHH U,aM6jiaK b MaHacTHpa 
CToejra flyMHTe „TbpHOBO ro poflH, Atoh 
ro otkt>pmh, Knee ro npne 3a iiacTHp, a 
TyK Harviepn noKoii". 

HMaji e ocHOBaHHe OTeu; IlaHCHH #a hc- 
Ka ot CLHapoflHHitHTe ch noBeaeHne etc 
caMonyBCTBHe! Ha TOBa ocHOBaHHe toh e 
omacHJi h TexHHH H#eaji - ^a SvjaT cbo- 

5o^HH B CB06o;UIHH CBHT. 



of saints, canonized by society for their de- 
nial to adopt a foreign religion. Known and 
unknown masters, who preserved their 
skills in closed artisan guilds, painted 
churches and monasteries, erected clock 
towers in city squares, built underground 
temples and made gold and silver jewelry. 

The literary historical memory, visual- 
ized for the pilgrims of the Rila, Bachkovo 
and other smaller monasteries, is not fatal- 
ly destroyed, for towards the end of the 
15th c, because new gospels and prayer 
books were printed abroad. This fragile lit- 
erary activity, to which also belong short 
notes in the margins of the sacred church 
books and which, after Paisiy, flourished 
into literary production, had its roots in the 
Turnovo school of wise and talented 
monastic writers, lead by St. Teodosiy of 
Turnovo and Patriarch Euthymius. 

This school gave the Orthodox world 
two missionaries - the Bishop of Kiev and 
the whole of Russia, Kiprian, who died in 
1406, and Grigoriy Tzamblak, the Bishop 
of Lithuania and educationist in Russia, 
Serbia, Moldova and Lithuania. Tzamblak 
died in 1420 in the Moldovian monastery 
Nyamtz, where many Bulgarian priests 
found refuge after the fall of Veliko 
Turnovo. They turned it into a center of 
Bulgarian writing and education. Its 
archives still keep scores of volumes, writ- 
ten in the Bulgarian language of 
Euthymius. 

In the epitaph on the tombstone of 
Grigoriy Tzamblak, now lost, stood the 
words "Turnovo gave him life, Athos 
raised him, Kiev had him for a spiritual 
leader, and here he found peace". 

Paisiy had all the right to require self- 
confident acts from his compatriots! On the 
same grounds he formulated their Ideal - 
to be free in a free world. 
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Mhchhtc Ha cbctluitc TpHropHH U,aM6jiaK H CB. Krni- 
pnaH (XIV-XV b.). KoraTO A^p^aBaTa He ci>inecTBy- 
Ba, naMerra, no3HaHHeTO h BnpaTa craBaT no-CHJiHH, 
3amoTO hoc«t h YnoBaHMe. 



The missions of St, Grigoriy Tzamblak and St. Kiprian 
(14 th — 15 ,h a). When the state does not exist, Memory, 
Knowledge and Faith become stronger because they 
bring Reliance. 
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HflEAJILT 



THE IDEAL 



KaKBo ce cjiy^Ba c T03H H^eaji? 
1829 r. - PycKo-TypcKa BOHHa Ha 
TepHTOpHiiTa Ha Eixjirappra h njiaxa 
Haae>K#a 3a ocBoGo^emie. 

1 824 r. - B BpauioB H3JiH3a npocjiOBy- 
thht „Pn6eH 6yKBap" Ha fl-p rieTtp BepoH 
- eflHO yHHKajiHO yneGHO noMarano, ct>c- 

peflOTOHHJIO Ha CTpaHHIJHTe CH HH(J)OpMa- 
IJHfl OT BCHHKH C(|)epH Ha HOBeiUKOTO II03- 

HdHne. 

1835 r. - B TaGpoBo ce CT>3^aBa ntpBO- 
to GtJirapcKo cbctcko y^HJiHine, npepac- 
Hajio b 1874 r. b H3BecTHaTa AnpnjiOBCKa 
rHMHa3H5i. HapoflHHTe 6yflHTejiH BacHji 
AnpHJioB, Heo(J)HT Phjickh, Heo(J)HT B03- 
BejiH h ap. npi,cKaT HCKpHTe Ha no3HaHHe- 
to, npeBptmafiKH ce bt>b (J)aKeji Ha Henpec- 
TaHHo 6yAHHH 6i>jTrapcKH cTpeMOK klm 
KyjiTypHo Bi>3flHraHe h yc^B^pmeHCTBaHe. 

1839 r. - OGiiBiiBaHe Ha TiojixaHCKira 

XaTHUiepH(J), C KOHTO BCHHKH nOAaHHIJH Ha 

OcMaHCKaTa HMnepHii ncmy^aBaT (J)opMaji- 
ho paBHH npaBa. 

1853 r. - Hanaro Ha KpuMcxaTa bohm 
h npeMHHaBaHe Ha pycKH bohckh Ha lor ot 
flyHaB. 

1858 r. - n^pBH^T njiaH Ha Teoprn 

C. PaKOBCKH 3a „BT>TpeiIIHO 0CB0605Kfle- 

trae". B-LJirapcKaTa HHTejieicryajiHa eMHr- 
paijiui b c^ceflHHTe, Bee onje BacajiHH Ha 
Typipra, CTpaHH 3anoTOa m ce peBOJiioiiH- 

OHH3Hpa. 

1860 r. - Bi>jirapHTe b HcTaH6yji otx- 
BT>pjMT K>pHCAHKi^H5iTa Ha rpi>ijKaTa Kohc- 
TaHTHHonojicKa naTpHapniHH Ha cB05rra 
BejiHKfleHCKa jiHTyprra h HaneBaT GHTKaTa 
3a caMOCTO^TejiHa LjtpKBa. 



What happened to that ideal? 
1 829 - The Russian-Turkish War 
on the territory of Bulgaria and a 
timid hope for liberation. 

1824 - The famous "Fish Primer" was 
published in Brashov, written by Dr. Peter 
Beron, a unique educative manual that ac- 
cumulated on its pages information from 
all spheres of human knowledge. 

1835 - The first secular school was 
founded in Gabrovo, later transformed into 
the famous Aprilov High School. The lead- 
ers of the Bulgarian National Revival 
Vassil Aprilov, Neofit Rilsky, Neofit 
Bozvely and others spread the fire of 
knowledge, turning themselves into a torch 
of the everlasting Bulgarian battle for cul- 
tural development and perfection. 

1839 - Declaration of the Gyulhan 
hatisherif, by which all citizens of the 
Ottoman Empire received, formally, equal 
rights. 

1853 - Beginning of the Crimean War 
and the march of the Russian army south of 
the Danube. 

1858 - The first plan of Georgi S. 
Rakovsky for "internal liberation". 
Bulgarian emigre intellectuals in the neigh- 
bouring countries, still vassals to Turkey, 
were overwhelmed by the revolutionary 
ideas. 



3a6ejie>KHTejiHH5iT HKOHOCTac Ha irtpicBaTa 
„Cb. EoropoflHija" b Phjickh^ MaHacrap 

The remarkable iconostasis in the Holy Mother 
of God Church at Rila Monastery. 
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U,T>pKBaTa „Cb. Eoropo^Hua" b Phjickhh MaHacTnp. Ctcho- 
nHCHTe Ha Kynojia, uempajiHaTa nacT Ha u>pKBaia h hko- 
HOCTaca ca actio Ha 3axapn 3orpa4> w xvao>khhuh h pe36a- 
pn ot CaMOKOBCKaTa uiKOJia, 40-Te toahhh Ha XIX b. 

The Church of the Holly Mother in the Rila Monastery. The 
mural paintings on the dome of the central part of the 
church and the iconostasis are the work of Zakhari Zograf 
and painters from the Samokov School; the 1840 s. 



1862 r. - HeyiviopwviMHT Y. C. PaKOBCKH 
CT>3flaBa b Bejirpaa T.Hap. IlpMBpeMeHHO 
6i»jirapcKO HanajicTBO m;im npaBHTejicTBO b 
H3rHaHHe. EuirapcicaTa Boeima Jierafl, op- 
raHH3HpaHa ot eMurpauHHTa, Binivia ynac- 
THe b 6«TKaTa Ha CbpGnTe cpcmy TypcKHfl 
6ejirpaflCKH rapHM30n. 

1866 r. - 06uiMpnaTa Mpe>Ka ot HHTajiH- 
uj,a b BtJirapMH, cpcAHiua na npocBeTa m 
KyjiTypa, e yBeHnaHa ot OTKpHBaHero Ha 
Gturapcico HHTajiume b McTanGyji. Bt>ji- 
rapcKaTa eMHrpauHH b Eyicypem, cpe,a ko- 
hto jiHflepcTBa HMemrnwT niicaicji JlioGeH 
KapaBejioB, MaficTop w Ha pycKaTa, w Ha 
cptGcicaTa H3HiuHa cjiobcchoct, cb3flaBa 
TaeH L],eHTpaneH GtJirapcKH komhtct 3a 
ocBo6o)KfleHHe. 



1860 - The Bulgarians in Istanbul re- 
jected the jurisdiction of the Greek 
Patriarchate in Constantinople at the Easter 
liturgy and set the beginning of a struggle 
for independent church. 

1862 - The untiring G. S. Rakovsky cre- 
ated in Belgrade the so-called Provisional 
Bulgarian Rule or Emigre Government. 
The Bulgarian Military Legion, organized 
by the emigration, took active part in the 
battle of the Serbs against the Turkish 
Belgrade garrison. 

1866 - The wide network of community 
centres in Bulgaria, places of education and 
culture, was crowned by the opening of the 
Bulgarian community centre in Istanbul. 
The Bulgarian emigrants in Bucharest, 
among whom was the eminent writer L. 
Karavelov, also master of Russian and 
Serbian literature organized a Secret 
Central Bulgarian Committee for 
Liberation. 

1867 - Beginning of organized revolu- 
tionary detachments in Bulgaria, armed in 
Romania. A second Bulgarian Military 
Legion was organized in Belgrade. 



rHMHa3Hfl b Ta6poBo - ITbp- 
BOTO CBeTCKO yHMJIHllje OT 

XIX b., M3rpaAeHa no n^ea 
h ct>c cpeflCTBaia Ha BT>3- 
po>K^eHeua Bacnn AnpunoB 

The Gabrovo Secondary 
School (Gymnazia) built 
with funds and on the initia- 
tive of Vasil Aprilov, 19 ,h c. 
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HHTepHOp OT XHHHJWHOBaTa KT>ma B CTapHfl lljIOBflHB, XIX B. 



Interior of a house in the Old Town in Plovdiv, 19 th c. 
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Teoprn C. PaKOBCKH (1821-1867 v.) ciparei na peBO- 
jnouHOHHO-ocBoGo^HTejiHOTO ABM>Keiiue iia bi>jirapnrc 

Georgi S. Rakovski (1821-1867) - the strategist of the 
revolutionary national liberation movement of the 
Bulgarians. 

1867 r. - Hanajio Ha opraHH3npaHO neT- 
HHHecKo flBH^ceHHe b EixJirapMH, KoeTO ce 
Btopi^aBa b PyivrbHHfl. Biopa BoeHHa 
6i>jirapcKa jiernn e CT>3AaAeHa b EejirpaA. 

1868 r. - MeTaTa Ha jiereiiAapiiHTe boh- 
BOflH Xaa^CH ^hmhti»p m CreobaH Kapaa^ca 
npeMHHaBa JJynaB, 3a Aa ociaBH repoHHHa- 
Ta ch raGeji noA BpT>x By3JiyA^a b IJ,eHT- 
pajiHa CTapa njiaHHHa KaTO chmboji Ha Hec- 

JIOMHMa BOJIfl 3a OTXBT>pjIflHe Ha HyHCflOTO 

rocnoACTBO. IIpe3 AeKeMBpw CT>maTa toah- 
Ha ahkoht>t lli iiiii mi ot KapjioBO, Hape- 
neH ot 6i>jirapcKHTe jiernoHepH b BejirpaA 
JleecKH, 3apaAH „jrbBCKHTe" ch KanecTBa, 
npeAnpneMa ntpBaTa ch o6HKOJiKa Ha 
CTpaHaia 3a ynpeA^BaHe Ha TaftHH peBOJiio- 

IJHOHHH KOMHTeTH. 

1869 r. - TpaAHiiiraTa Ha HHTanHinaTa h 
Ha cseTCKHTe y^HjiHina, kohto ce ci>3AaBaT 
h noAAtp^caT ot caMOTO HacejieHHe, e ko- 




BacHJi JleBCKH (1837-1873 r.) 
CBoGoAaTa Ha Bi>jirapHTe 



AnOCTOJTBT Ha 



Vasil Levski (1837-1873) - The Apostle of Freedom 
of the Bulgarians. 



1868 - The detachment of the legendary 
commanders Hadzi Dimiter and Stefan 
Karadzha crossed the Danube to die a hero- 
ic death under peak Buzludza in the Central 
Balkans, a symbol of unbreakable will for 
overthrowing the foreign oppression. In 
December the same year dean Ignatiy from 
Karlovo, called Levsky by the Bulgarian 
legion members in Belgrade for his quali- 
ties "of a lion", made his first tour of the 
country to organize clandestine revolution- 
ary committees. 

1869 - The tradition of community cen- 
tres and secular schools, founded and sup- 
ported by the citizens, reached its peak in 
the foundation of the "Bulgarian Literary 
Society" in Braila, Romania, to become the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences after the 
Liberation. 
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Jlio6eH KapaBenoB (1834-1879 r.) - iuicaTeji, ny6jiH- 
ijhct, >KypHajiHCT h p-bKOBOAHreji Ha B^^rapcKHH peBO- 
jnouwoHeH ueHTpaneH kommtct b Byicypem 

Lyuben Karavelov (1834-1879) a writer, publicist, 
journalist and leader of the Bulgarian Revolutionary 
Central Committee in Bucarest 




XpncTO BoTeB ( 1 848-1 876 r. ) - reHHajiHHAT 6-bJirapc- 
kh noeT-peBOJiioijHOHep, 3araHaji b GHTKa c TypuHre 
KaTO BOAan Ha BtcTaHHnecKa MeTa 

Hristo Botev (1848-1876) - the genius Bulgarian poet 
and revolutionary, who perished fighting the Turks as 
a commander of a revolutionary brigade. 



pOH5icaHa ot „EuirapcKo khh>kobho jipy- 
)KecTBo" b Bpamia, PyjvrtHHii, npeycTpoe- 
ho b B-bjirapcKa aicaAeMHfl Ha HayKHTe cjiea 
OcBo6o^CAeHMeTo. 

1870 r. - CyjiTaHCKaTa Kamjejiapiifl H3- 
aaBa 4>epMaH 3a caMOCTOflTejma 6i>jirapcKa 
ijtpKBa m 3a B^jirapcKa eoapxHH. 

Bi>jirapcKaTa eMHrpauH^ b EyKypein, 
OKOHnaTejiHo npH3HaBa JlioGeH KapaBenoB 
3a cboh BOAan h yntjiHOMomaBa Bacuji 
JleBCKH fla H3BT>piUH BTopaTa CH oGmcojiKa 



TpHyivicj) Ha G'bJirapcKaTa bojlh 3a AyxoBHa CBoGoAa 

H U,-bpKOBHa He3aBMCHM0CT no BpeMeTO Ha OCMaHCKOTO 

BjiaAHHecTBO. Jlumoapagjim om H. IlaeAoem (1872 a.). 

The triumph of Bulgarian will for spiritual freedom 
and church independence in the time of Ottoman dom- 
ination. A litogmph by artist N. Pavlovich (1872). 



1870 - The administration of the Sultan 
issued a firman for an independent 
Bulgarian Church and a Bulgarian 
Exarchate. 

Bulgarian emigrants in Bucharest finally 
recognized Lyuben Karavelov as their 
leader and authorized Vassil Levsky to 
make his second tour of the country. He 
formulated the goal of the revolutionary 
committees - to prepare a general uprising 
without waiting for external help, to fight, 
as their organizer, already named "The 
Apostle of Freedom", put it, "for a pure 
and sacred republic 95 . Levsky proclaimed 
that the human rights and liberties of all 
ethnic groups in this republic would be 
guaranteed. His is the thought: "Time is 
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Ha BT>jirapH5i. Ton (J)opMyjiHpa ijejrra Ha 

peBOJlK)IJ,HOHHHTe KOMHTeTH - fla noflroT- 

bht Bceo6mo Bi>CTaHHe 9 6e3 aa HCKaT hjih 
naKaT Bwnima HaMeca, KaTO ce SopnT, no 
AyMHTe Ha opraHH3aTopa ch, Bene Ha30Ba- 
BaH „AnocTOJia Ha CsoSoaaTa", 3a 
„HHCTa h CBHTa penySjiHica". JIcbckh 
npoKJiaMHpa, ne HOBeuiKHTe npasa h cbo- 
6oflH Ha bchhkh eraHHecKH oGhjhocth b Ta- 
3H penyGjiHKa me 6tflaT rapaHrapaHH. He- 
roBH ca AyMHTe: „BpeMemo e e nac u Hue 
CAte ebs epeMemo. " 

1871 r. - HapoAHHHT c^Gop b McTaH6yji 
npneivia ycraBa Ha EijirapcKaTa eK3apxHH; 
Ha cjieAHaTa roAHHa 3a m>pBH 6 r bJirapcKH 
eK3apx e H36paH Ahthm Bh^hhckh. 

1 873 r. - 3ajiOBeH npe3 fleiceMBpH npe- 
AHiuHaTa ro^HHa, AnocmrrKr Ha CBo6oAa- 
Ta e o6eceH b CocJ)Hfl cjieA ci>fle6eH npo- 
ijec, Ha kohto npo3ByHaBaT AyMHTe - Kpe- 
3,0 Ha npH30BaHHH 3a caMo^cepTBa - „Cum 

CbM, dpyZU HHMd". 

1875 r. - E-bjirapcKMHT peBOJiioijHOHeH 
ijempajieH kommtct b HopreBO, PyMtmra, 
HacneAHHK Ha npeAHiuHHTe h Bi>pxoBeH op- 
raH Ha AewcTBamHTe komhtcth, B3HMa pe- 
ineHHe 3a Bceo6mo B-bCTamie. 

1 876 r. BiDCTaHHeTO e oGabcho Ha 20 
anpHji b rpaA KonpHBmnija h e noTyineHO c 
Kpi^BTa Ha noBene ot 30 000 wwkq h c pen- 
pecHH HaA HenoKopHOTO HacejieHHe. 

XpncTO BoTee, reHHOT Ha 6T>jirapcKaTa 
noe3HH, noBe>KAa 6jtm30 200 neTHHijH ot 
PyM-bHMH, ho 3arwBa npn cpa^Kemie c pe- 
AOBHa TypcKa BOHCKa b CTapa roiaHHHa Han 
rpaA Bpaua, CeBepo3anaAHa Bi>jirapH5i. 
HeroB e cthxt^t: „ T03, Koumo nadne e 6ou 
3a ceododa, moii He yjnupa. . . u 

1 877/1 878 r. - CjieA nojiHTHHecKH Aoro- 

BOpeHOCTH, PyCHH 06«BHBa BOHHa Ha Oc- 

MaHCKaTa HMnepHA h ocBo6o>KflaBa Etjira- 

naMeTHMKtT Ha Bacnn JIcbckh b Co(J)hh (1880 r.) 
The monument to Vasil Levski in Sofia (1880). 



within us and we are within Time. " 

1871 - The Council in Istanbul adopted 
the codex of the Bulgarian Exarchate. In 
the next year the first Bulgarian Exarch, 
Antim of Vidin, was elected. 

1873 - Arrested in December of the pre- 
vious year, the Apostle of Freedom was 
hanged in Sofia after trial, at which he pro- 
nounced the words, expressing the credo of 
a person who was ready to sacrifice himself 
- "I am alone, there is no one else. " 

1875 - The Bulgarian Revolutionary 
Central Committee in Giurgiu, Romania, a 
successor of the previous ones and a 
supreme organ of the acting committees, 
took its decision for a general uprising. 

1876 - The uprising was declared on 
April 20 in the town of Koprivshtitza and 
was crushed with the death of more than 
30 000 men and repression against the re- 
bellious population. 

Hristo Botev, the genius of Bulgarian 
poetry, lead about 200 brigands from 
Romania, but perished in battle with the 
regular Turkish army in the Balkans by the 
town of Vratza, Northwestern Bulgaria. His 
is the verse: "He, who perishes fighting 
for freedom, he does not die..." 

1877/1878 - After political negotiations 
Russia declared war on the Ottoman 
Empire and liberated Bulgaria. The modem 
Bulgarian army was born from the so- 
called Volunteer Corps, under the com- 
mand of Russian officers, winning its im- 
mortal glory in the battle at peak Shipka, 
Central Balkans. 

On March 3, 1878, Bulgaria's National 
Holiday, a peace treaty was signed in the 
small town of San Stefano near Istanbul, 
which secured the independence of 
Romania, Monte Negro, Serbia and granted 
Bulgaria an autonomous status within its 
ethnic and cultural boundaries - from the 
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AnpHJICKOTO BTjCTaHHe OT 1876 r. BoeHHHflT p^KOBO/THTeJI 

Ha BtcTaHHeTo Teopni BemcoBCKH Hanejio Ha CBoaia 
XBT>pKOBaTa neTa. XydowcnuK flemtp Mopo3oe (1909 e.) 



The April Uprising of 1876. The military leader of the 
uprising, Georgi Benkovski at the head of his "Flying 
Brigade". A painting by P. Morozov (1909). 



pira. B^jirapcKaTa MoaepHa apMHH ce paac- 
fla ot T.Hap. Om>jraeHHe, KOMamjBaHO ot 
pycKH ocJMmepH, KoeTO ce o6e3CMi>pT5iBa 
npn GoeBeTe Ha Bptx IIInnKa, LJeinpajiHa 
CTapa njiaHHHa. 

Ha 3 MapT 1878 r., HaijHOHajieH npa3HHK 
Ha BtjirapHH, b cejmmeTo CaH GrecJraHO 
Kpafi HcTaHGyji ce no,nnHCBa mhphhat j\o- 

TOBOp, KOHTO OCHTyp^Ba He3aBHCHMOCTTa 

Ha PyMiHHfl, MepHa ropa, Ct^pGhh h npe- 
flocTaBH Ha B^jirapHH aBTOHOMeH CTaTyT b 
HeiiHHTe eTHo-KyjuypHH rpaHHijH, c npyrw 

flyMH - OT flOJIHOTO TCHCHHe Ha flyHaB flO 

EreiicKO Mope h ot MepHO Mope «o Maice- 

flOHHfl BKJTKDHHTeJIHO. Flo TepMHHOJIOrHflTa 

Ha BacHJi JleBCKH, y3aKOHHJia TpajjHijHOH- 
HHTe reorpa(J)CKH Ha3BaHH5i Ha 6i>jirapcKH- 
Te 3eMH, CBoGo^aTa H3rpnjia Ha# Mh3H5i 5 
TpaKHH h MaKeaoHHH. 

ripe3 k)jih 1878 r. EepjiHHCKHOT KOHr- 
pec peBH3Hpa CaHCTe(J)aHCKH5i MHpeH no- 



lower reaches of the Danube to the Aegean 
sea, and from the Black sea to Macedonia 
included. According to the terminology of 
Vassil Levsky, which established the tradi- 
tional geographic names on Bulgarian land, 
freedom shone on Moesia, Thrace and 
Macedonia. 

In July 1878 the Berlin Congress revised 
the San Stefano Peace Treaty and in the 
style of the so-called Great Powers divided 
the downcast Bulgarian people. An au- 
tonomous but subjugated to the Sultan 
Principality of Bulgaria was established to 



Ejtho ot cpe/jHiuaTa Ha 6op6aTa 3a ocBo6o>K,aeHHe - 
KonpHBiuHija. PojiHaTa Ki>ma Ha Toaop KaGjieiiiKOB, 
HHTejieKTyaneir>T, kohto oGflBirea Ha^anoTO 
Ha AnpHJICKOTO BtcraHHe. 

One of the centres of the fight for liberation - the town of 
Koprivshtitza. Todor Kableshkov's house, the intellectual 
who declared the beginning of the April Uprising. 
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MaB30JieHT b rp. TLneBeH, b naMd h 3a npocjiaBa Ha pycKH- 
Te, pyM-LHCKMTe h (J)HHjiaHACKHTe bohckh, B3ejiH yHacrae 
b PycKO-TypcKaTa ocBo6oflHTejiHa BOHHa (1877-1878 r.) 

The Mausoleum in the town of Pleven, dedicated to the 
memory and glory of the Russian, Romanian and 
Finnish soldiers who took part in the Russian-Turkish 
Liberation War (1877-1878). 



EuirapHfl cnopefl CaHCTe(j)aHCKH5i MHpeH aoroBop ot 
1878 r. b CBOirre ecTecTBeHH ToraBa eTHoaeMorpa(j)CKH h 
eTHOKyjiTypHH rpamniH c o6jiacTHTe fl,o6pyA>Ka, Mh3ha 
(CeBepHa EtjirapHa), Tpaiaw (K)>KHa EuirapHa no 
ErewcKo Mope) h MaKeaoHUii. 



Bulgaria under the provisions of the San Stefano Peace 
Treaty of 1878 in its then natural ethnic, demographic 
and cultural boundaries with its regions of Dobrudza, 
Moesia (North Bulgaria), Thrace (South Bulgaria to 
the Aegean Sea) and Macedonia. 
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TOBOp H B CTHJia Ha T.Hap. BeJIHKH CHJIH 

pa3noicLCBa noMpT>KHajiH5i GtJirapcKH Ha- 
pofl. Ha ceBep ot CTapa roiaHHHa (Mjoidi) 
ce ci>3flaBa aBTOHOMHo, ho BacajiHO Ha cyn- 
TaHa KHH^cecTBo ET>jirapiifl, b kocto e 
BKJiiOHeHa h Co4)HHCKa o6jiacT. K)^Ha 
EtJirapra (TpaKHH) ce npeBptma b H3- 
TOHHa PyMejiHH itoa nojiHTHMecicaTa h bo- 
eHHa BJiacT Ha BncoKaTa nopia, Maicap h c 

aAMHHHCTpaTHBHa aBTOHOMHH. MaKeflOHHfl 

h OflpHHCKa TpaKHa ocTaBaT nofl TypcKa 
BJiacT, PyMT^HMH nojiynaBa CeBepHa fl[o6- 
pyA^a, a Ct>p6hh - rioMopaBHeTO. 

ToBa H3Jio^ceHHe c xapaKTep Ha cnpaBKa 
e npeflHaMepeHO cyxo h c6hto. B to3h 
cjiynan npeflHaMepeHocira e H3pa3 Ha 
Mi^ApocTTa Ha enHH ApeBeH HapoA, kohto 
npneMa ^cpe6HH Ha CBOHTe H3nHTaHHfl c 
Heo6peMeHeHa cbsecT, noHOKe He TBopn 
3Jio. TaKi>B Hapofl 3Hae, Me eHepraaTa Ha 
HeroBOTO noBeaeHHe, HeMHCJiHMo 6e3 HAe- 
aji, He MOKe #a Gt^e yHHino>KeHa, B^npeKH 
^e peajiHOCTTa nonapBa Me^ra. 

AnocTOJi'bT Ha CBoSo^aTa 6e npoHMKHO- 
BeHO c r b3pHJi h TaxaBa peajiHocT. TanepaH- 
THOCTTa Ha BT>jirapHTe, Bt3iiHTaHa ome b 
HanajiOTo Ha HCTopHHTa hh, toh bhaa b 
flpymn, a He b HenpHjrrejifl. Ta3H H3CTpa- 
aaHa Mi>flpocT BHyuiaBa h nacT ot yKpaca- 
Ta Ha HeroBH^ naMeTHHK b Cocj)Hfl. Bi>b 
(J)pH3, nojio^ceH noA pejie(J)a, oceM bojickh 
maBH h iuecTHafleceT 3mhh KOAHpaT no 
flpeBHo6T>jirapcKH5i Kajieimap nepnoAH ot 
^cHBOTa Ha BacHJi JleBCKH h naToca Ha xy- 

MaHHOTO My A^JIO. HaA^KHBeJTH^T ro c Tpw 

toahhh XpHCTO BoTeB bhah, npeAH Aa 3a- 
rHHe - a MO)Ke jih IToeTT^T Aa He 3arHHe b 
HMeTO Ha CBOH HapoA! - ne eAHHCTBeHaTa 
cxBaTKa, b kohto BceKH Irene™, e AyxoB- 
hoto CMepmraecTBo. 

Bcbiiihoct Heoc^mecTBeHHTe nopMBii 
npeo6pa3HBaT CBeTa. 



the north of the Balkans (Moesia), which al- 
so included the Sofia region. Southern 
Bulgaria (Thrace) became Eastern Rumelia, 
under the political and military rule of the 
Supreme Porte, though administratively au- 
tonomous. Macedonia and South-Eastern 
Thrace remained under Turkish dominance, 
Romania got Northern Dobrudza, and Serbia 
got the Morava region. 

This description, bearing the form of 
concise information, is deliberately dry and 
short. In this case deliberation is an expres- 
sion of the wisdom of an ancient people, 
who accepts the lot of its trial with pure 
conscience, since they never bred evil. 
Such people know that the energy of their 
behaviour, unthinkable without an ideal, 
cannot be destroyed, though reality may 
mar their dreams. 

The Apostle of Freedom was farsighted 
enough to foresee such a situation too. The 
tolerance of Bulgarians, educated in the 
very beginning of their history, he found in 
the Other, and not in the Enemy. This ex- 
perienced wisdom is also contained in part 
of the ornament on his monument in Sofia. 
In a frieze, under the relief, eight ox heads 
and sixteen snakes encode, by the ancient 
Bulgarian calendar, periods in the life of 
Vassil Levsky and the pathos of his humane 
deeds. Hristo Botev, who perished three 
years later, realized before his death - and 
is it possible for a Poet not to die in the 
name of his people! - that the only battle, 
in which everybody is a winner is spiritual 
rivalry. 

As a matter of fact, unrealized dreams 
transform the World, 



naMeTHHKKr Ha pycKHfl HMnepaTop AjieKcamrtp II 
(1855-1881 n), HapeneH „Ijap OcboGoottcji", noerpoeH 
npe3 1908 r. b Ccxjmfl 

The monument to the Russian Emperor Alexander II 
(1855-1881) called "Liberator King", Sofia (1908). 
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Te3H Bi)3meflH ce noTB^p^aaBaT 
cjiefl 3 MapT 1878 r. ro AHec, Btn- 
peKH 6ypHaTa nojiHTHHecica hcto- 
pira Ha ocBoGo^eHa EtjirapHfl. BpeMeH- 
hoto pycKO ynpaBJieHHe npoctmecTByBa 
kbco BpeMe cjiejj BoeHHHfl ycnex h nojiH- 
THHecKHH npoBajr. AjieKcaH^T>p I [Ea- 
TeHSepr] ( 1 879-1 886 r.) e macTjiHBei^T, 
kohto ynpaBJi^Ba HapOA, oci>mecTBHJi 
caM CijeAHHeHHeTO Ha flBeTe pa3AejieHH 
TepHTopHH Ha EtJirapHfl npe3 1885 r. 
cpemy BOJiHTa Ha bch^kh T.Hap. Bcjihkh 

CHJ1H B OH3H MOMeHT. IlpH CTe^aH 

CTaiviSojioB (1887-1894 r.), noeT peBO- 
jnoijHOHep h 3a6ejie^cHTejieH A^p^aBo- 
CTpowTeji, HapeneH G^jirapciowT Ehc- 
MapK, BT>jirapHH ce cflo6HBa c ntpBira ch 
MOKflyHapo^eH aBTopHTeT Ha eBponeiic- 
Ka CTpaHa, noACHJieH h ot B r L3CTaHOBeHa- 
Ta uapcKa HHCTHTyijHfl (1908 r.). <DepAH- 
Han/j Ko6ypr-roTCKH (1887-1918 r.) h 
cuwhT My Bopuc III (1918-1943 r.) ca 

MOHapCHTe, C 4HHTO HMeHa Ca CBT>p3aHH 

cnenejieHHTe cpaaceHHH h H3ry6eHHTe 
bohhh npe3 irbpeaTa nojiOBHHa Ha XX b., 
CMauMJiH BwirapMH b AneiiiHHTe h rpaHH- 
UH, ho cbmo TaKa h ycHJiHOTa aa ce mo- 

flepHH3npaT BCMHKH OTpaoriH Ha CTOnaHC- 

tboto, aa ce noAKpenaT HayHHOTO AHpe- 
He, o6pa30BaHMeTo h H3KycTBaTa, KaKTO 
h Aa ce B r b3poAHT yMeHrarra 3a AHiuiOMa- 

THHeCKO IiapTHbOpCTBO. 

CTpajuuiMHTa ot Hanpa3HHH reporotM 



Ci pa;una na ynpcjui tcjihoto cb6paHHe btjB Bejinico Ttp- 
iioiu), kocio inpaCnvma ii imacyBa ntpBaTa kohctmtyuh^ 
Ha 0€Bo6oaeHa BuirapHSi ( 1879 r.) 

The building oi' the Constitution Assembly in Veliko 
TaniOVO which prepared and passed the first constitution 
of the newly liberated Bulgaria (1879). 



From March 3, 1878 till today these 
maxims proved to be true despite 
the tumultuous political history of 
liberated Bulgaria. The provisional 
Turkish government lasted for a short 
time after the military success and the po- 
litical failure. The first prince of the 
Principality of Bulgaria Alexander I 
[Batenberg] (1879-1886) was the happy 
one to rule over a people, who made real 
the unification of the two divided territo- 
ries in 1885, against the will of the so- 
called Great Powers. Under Stefan 
Stambolov (1887-1894), a revolutionary 
poet and great statesman, called the 
Bulgarian Bismark, Bulgaria for the first 
time acquired international prestige of an 
European country, strengthened also by 
the restored royal institution (1908). 
Ferdinand Coburg Gotha (1887-1918) 
and his son Boris III (1918-1943) are the 
monarchs, whose names are connected 
with won battles and lost wars in the first 
half of the 20th c, who brought Bulgaria 
down to its present territory, but also took 
pains to modernize the country in all 
branches of economy, to boost science, 
education and art, and revive diplomatic 
skill of partnership. 

The suffering of pointless heroism on 
the battlefield is preceded and sharpened 
by the painful failure of all attempts to 
liberate Macedonia and add it back to the 
Kingdom of Bulgaria, and by the humili- 
ations contained in the Neuilly Peace 
Treaty of 1919, signed by the Prime 
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CTe(j)aH CTaM6ojiOB, MHHHcn>p-npeAceAaTeji 
(1887-1894 r.) - CTpoHTeji Ha cbBpeMeHHa 
BT>jirapHii 

Stefan Stambolov, Prime Minister 
(1887-1894) - builder of modern Bulgaria. 



no 6oHHHTe nojieia ca npeflinecTBaHH h 
3a,u r bJi6oHeHH ot 6ojie3HeHH^ pa3rp0M Ha 
bchhkh omrra #a ce ocBoGoflH MaKe^o- 
hhh h jxa ce npHCbeflHHH th kt>m U,apcT- 
bo EtJirapufl, KaKTO h ot yHH5KeHH5rra, 

KOHTO Ca BnHCaHH B MHpHHfl flOTOBOp OT 

napH^CKOTO npearpaflHe Hbohh npe3 
1919 r., noflnncaH ot MHHHCTtp-npeflce- 
naTejiH AjieKcaH^iip CTaiviSojiHHCKH 

(1919-1923 r.). Hfleojior h Bo^an Ha 
EuirapcKHH 3eMeaejiCKH Hapo^eH ci>k)3, 
6jmct>kt>t My Ha fltp^caBHHK npojinnaBa 
cjiefl BOHHaTa, KoraTO c pec|)opMH H3npa- 

B5I HKOHOMHKaTa H apMHHTa OTHOBO Ha 

KpaKa. 

BHHarH Ha CTpaHaTa Ha rySeuprre, 
BtjirapHH e B^BJieneHa h b ci>BeTCKaTa 
c(J)epa Ha rocno^CTBO h BJiiraHHe npH no- 



Minister Alexander Stamboliyski 

(1919-1923). Ideologist and leader of the 
Bulgarian Agrarian Union, he shone as a 
statesman after the war, when he imple- 
mented reforms in economy and the 
army. 

Always on the losing side, Bulgaria 
was also involved in the Soviet sphere of 
supremacy in the division of the world 
between USA, USSR and Great Britain 
after World War II. The Republic dis- 
placed the monarchy, but in a Stalinist 
variant. 

In the 40s of the 20th c. all visible and 
invisible tendencies in the modern history 
of the Bulgarian people were tightly in- 
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ET>jirapHfl cnopefl HbOMCKMa AoroBop ot 1919 roAHHa, 

nO^nHCaH OT AjieKCaHAtp OraMGOJIHHCKH, MHHHCTtp- 

npeAceAaTeji (1919-1923 r.), ct>c cTpaHHTe-no6eAHrejiKH 

OT FlT>pBaTa CBeTOBHa BOHHa. 



Bulgaria according to the Neuilly Peace Treaty of 
1919, signed by Alexander Stamboliyski, Prime 
Minister (1919-1923) with the states victorious in 
the First World War. 
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AHJi6aTa Ha CBeTa cjiea Biopaia CBeTOBHa 
BOHHa Meacay CAIH,, CCCP h Ahdihh. 
PenyGjiHKaia H3MecTBa MOHapxnirra, ho b 

CTaJIHHHCTKHfl CH BapHaHT. 

Ilpe3 40-Te roflHHH Ha XX b. bchhkh 

HBHH H nOflMOJIHH TCHfleHIJHH B HOBaTa 

HCTOpHii Ha 6T>jirapCKH5i Hapofl ce npen- 
jiHTaT. B npeflHyBCTBaHHH Kpafi Ha xHTjie- 
pncTKa TepMamra, HKOHOMHHecKHflT no- 
fleM Ha CTpaHaTa npe3 30-Te ro^mm 3a- 
noHBa 6aBHO aa craxBa, a o6pa3HTe Ha 
H36nTHTe npe3 1 923 r. ffbpacaBmmH, hh- 
TejieKTyajiijH h BtCTaramn ce BpT>maT Ha- 
hobo, 3a m pa3,aejwT nojiHTmjH w Hapofl 
no napTHH h HfleojiorHH. He3aBHCHMO ot 

flljJlGoKOTO H Bene BT>OpT>}KeHO npOTHBO- 

nocTaBHHe, npejpoBHKaHO ot HejierajiHa- 
Ta KOMyHHCTHHecKa naprafl w ot opraHH- 
3HpaHHTe ot Hen napTPoami, pa3AejieHH- 
Te ce oGeflHHHBaT BeflHtac, w to 3apaAH 
TOJiepaHTHOCTTa kt>m ,U,pyrHH. TaKa ce 
CTHra flo 6e3npeiiefleHTH0T0 cnacaBaHe 
Ha 6T>jirapcKHTe EBpeH ot hcmckhtc koh- 
i^eHTpauHOHHH jrarepH. 50 000 He Hanyc- 
KaT poflHHaTa ch c euienoHHTe Ha cmt>pt- 

Ta ? HO Hafl 1 1 000 Ca H3M r bKHaTH ot TepH- 

TopHHTe Ha „CaHCTecj)aHCKa" B^jirapwH, 
npHc^eflHHeHH cera npe3 opi>>KHeTO Ha 
BepMaxTa. 

npaBHTejicTBOTo Ha OTenecTBeHHH 

(})pOHT 06eflHH5IBa ACMOKpaTHHHH H JieBH 
CHJIH, HO Ce flOMHHHpa OT KOMyHHCTMHeC- 

KaTa napTHH. To iranpama 280-xHJiH f n;Ha 
6i>jirapcKa apMH5i cpemy OTCTbnBamnTe 
repMaHCKH bohckh b nepnofla 1944/ 
1945 r. HoBHTe ^cepTBH o6ane 6T>p30 ca 
3a6paBeHH h iuiaHtT no tax ce CMecBa c 
BoraiHTe 3a hcbhhho octflemi Ha cMtpT h 
3aToneHHe ot T.Hap. Hapo^eH ct>a. ripe3 
1945 ot MocKBa ce 3aBpi>ma reopm /Jii- 
MHTpoe ? „no6eflHTejiHT b npoijeca Ha Be- 
Ka" b JlaiimjHr, HHCijemipaH ot XHTJie- 
pHCTHTe cpemy KOMymicTHHecKH Jin^e- 
pH-ny)KfleH]^H 9 TpHMa EtJirapn, oGbhhc- 
hh b noanajiBaHeTO Ha PanxcTara. Ton 



terwoven. In the foreseeable disaster of 
fascist Germany the economic upheaval 
of the country in the 30s began to subside. 
The faces of all the statesmen, intellectu- 
als and rebellions, killed in 1923 recur 
again and again to divide politicians and 
the people into parties and ideologies. In 
spite of the deep and already military op- 
position, provoked by the underground 
Communist Party and the guerilla move- 
ment organized by it, the divided are unit- 
ed on a single occasion and this is moti- 
vated by the tolerance towards the Other. 

This leads to the unprecedented rescue 
of Bulgarian Jews from German concen- 
tration camps. 50 000 Jews did not leave 
the country with the echelons of death, 
but more than 1 1 000 were taken out from 
the territories on the map of San Stefano 
Bulgaria, this time annexed by means of 
the armies of the Wehrmacht. 

The government of the Fatherland 
Front united the democratic and leftist 
forces, but was dominated by the 
Communist party. It sent more than 
280 000 Bulgarian soldiers against the re- 
treating German forces in the period 
1944/1945. The new victims, however, 
were soon forgotten and the sorrow for 
them mixed with the lamentations for the 
innocent victims, who died or were sent 
in exile by the so-called People's Court. 
In 1945 from Moscow returned Georgi 
Dimitrov, "the victor in the Trial of the 
Century" in Leipzig, faked by the fascists 
against foreign communist leaders, three 



LJeHTpajiHaTa crpaaa Ha Coc^hhckhh yHHBepcHTeT 

„CB. KjlHMeHT OxpH^CKH" 

The central building of Sofia University 
"St. Kliment Ohridski." 
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LJtpKBaTa „Cb. Co(J)hh" (IV-VI b.) b CckJhw, Ha lo^cHaTa 
CTpaHa Ha kohto e o(J)opMeH IlaMeTHHKbT Ha He3HaHHH*i 
bohh — ropn BeHHHAT on>H Ha cjiaBaTa h Ha ApeBHaTa bh- 
coKa Kyjnypa 



St. Sofia Church (4 ,h - 6 th c). The Monument to the 
Unknown Soldier stands by its southern side with its 
everlasting fire of glory and ancient great culture. 
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HapoflHHHT Tean>p „HBaH Ba30B" b Ccxjmfl. 



The National Theatre "Ivan Vazov" in Sofia. 
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KpHmaTa Ha xpaM-naMeTHHK „Cb. AneKcmjxhp HeBCKH" - 
Haii-npeACTaBHTejiHaTa cGnpica c o6pa3UM Ha GtjirapcicaTa 

HKOHOIIHC. 



The Crypt of St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral in Sofia 
the most representative collection with paragons of 
icon-painting in Bulgarian lands. 
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np^B pa3o6jiHHaBa (J)aniH3Ma 9 Koeio My 
cnenejiBa CHMnaTHHTe Ha fleMOKpaTHHHHH 
cbht. M36paH ot HapoflHOTO CLGpaHHe 3a 
MHHHcrtp-npeflceflaTeji (1946-1949 r.), 
cbmeBpeMeHHO h reHepajieH ceKpeTap Ha 
Bi>jirapcKaTa KOMyHHCTHHeciea napTHfl, 
TeoprH ^HMHTpoB HeH36eKHO ce noflHH- 
H^Ba Ha ycjioBHHTa, flHKTyBaHH ot da- 
jihh, 3a caTejiHTHaia no3imH5i Ha Etjira- 

pHH CnpHMO Cl>BeTCKHfl CbK>3. BpeMeTO 

Ha HeroBHH npaic npneMHHK Bi>jiko Hep- 
Ben kob (1950-1956 r.) e oGpeMeHeHO ot 

T.Hap. KyjIT KT>M JIHHHOCTTa, kohto e flpy- 

toto HMe Ha KyjiTa iclm flHKTaTypaia. 
^tp^aBa h napTHH, napi™ h a^p^caBa 
OKOHMaTejiHO ce cjiHBaT npe3 fltjinra ne- 
pwofl Ha TOTajiHTapHOTO ynpaBJieHHe Ha 
To^op /Ktibkob (1956- 1989 r.), KoeTO 
nocTHra HKOHOMHHecica CTa6HjiH3aijH5i 
npe3 70-Te toahhh, ho nopa>Kfla h npefl- 
nocTaBKHTe 3a ynafltKa Ha H3HepnajiH5i 

Ce COUHajlH3 r bM OT KOMyHHCTHHeCKH THn. 

EIpe3 nocjieAHOTO fleceratteTHe ot cbocto 
ynpaBJieHHe Toflop >Khbkob ce onHTBa «a 
noT-bpcH Apyrn pememw 3a pa3BHrae Ha 
6yKcyBamaTa nojiHTHHeciea h hkohomh- 
necKa CHcreMa, ho Te ch ocTaBaT 6e3pe- 
3yjiTaTUM b xojia Ha o6iijH5i Kpax Ha CBeTa 
Ha h3tok ot BepjiHHCKaTa CTeHa. /JoHaica- 
hoto Bpeivie Ha npoM$maTa e H3CTpa,n,aHO- 
to Hanajio Ha MOAepHaia 6tJirapCKa ae- 

MOKpaHMH. 

Th ce xapaKTepH3Hpa KaTO AeMOKpara- 
necKa h c mwmo ocHOBaHne. HeHHHTe ot- 
jihkm b B-bjirapwH ce cbCTOHT b He3a6pa- 
BeHara u b ycniara, h b jiHTepaTypHaTa 
naMCT TpaAMiuni na ci»>KMTejicTBOTO mok- 
ay pa3JiHMHH KyjiTypn-noBeaeHHH. B no- 

jihtmmcckhh JKHBOT Ta*n rpaAHIJHfl e flO- 
Kyiviciiinpaiia or aKiinflTa b 3amirra Ha 

EBpemre, b oGiuecmenHfl - ot B3anMoy- 
Ba>KcimcK) na xopa e pa3JiHHHH eTHHHec- 
kh npoH3XO i ii pe maun, a b AyxoBHHfl - 
ot hi, iiipncMaiicro m aAanTaunaTa Ha 
BCMKa Kyjnypiia uchhoct, HC3aBHCHMO ot 



Bulgarians, accused of putting the 
Reichstag on fire. He was the first to un- 
mask Fascism, and attracted the sympa- 
thy of the democratic world. Elected 
Prime Minister by the National Assembly 
(1946-1949), in the same time also 
Secretary General of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party, Georgi Dimitrov in- 
evitably followed the instructions of 
Stalin for a satellite role of Bulgaria in re- 
lation to the Soviet Union. The time of his 
successor Vulko Chervenkov (1950— 
1956) was burdened with the personality 
cult, which was the other name of the dic- 
tatorship cult. State and Party, Party and 
State were irrevocably blended during the 
long period of the totalitarian rule of 
Todor Zhivkov (1956-1989), which 
brought economic stability in the 70s, but 
created the prerequisites for the decline of 
the socialism of communist type, which 
had spent itself. In the last decade of his 
rule Todor Zhivkov tried to find other so- 
lutions for the development of the stag- 
nated economic and political system, but 
his effort bore no result in line with the 
general downfall of the world east of the 
Berlin Wall. The long-awaited time of 
change is the painful beginning of mod- 
ern Bulgarian democracy. 

It is characterized as democratic and 
there is good reason for that. Its charac- 
teristic in Bulgaria consists in the still 
preserved tradition, in oral and written 
memory, of the co-existence of different 
cultural behaviour. In political life this 
tradition is documented in the action for 
the defense of the Jews, in social life - in 
the mutual respect of people of different 
ethnic origin and religion, in spiritual life 
- in the adaptation of various cultural val- 
ues, no matter of what origin. This way of 
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HaijHOHajiHa xyao^cecTBeHa ranepira b Co(j)Hfl. 



The National Gallery of Art in Sofia. 
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EKcno3Hu,HH b HauMOHajiHHH HCTopHMecKH My3ew b Qxjma. The exposition of the National Museum of History in Sofia. 
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KT>Ae HflBa T5L T03H HaHHH Ha MHCJieHe, 

flHec Haii-HecTO onpeaejwH KaTO HHTep- 
KyjiTypeH, e 3ajio^ceH b GtJirapcKOTo 
no3HaHHe 3a CBeTa. 3a TOBa no3HaHHe 
CBeTi>T He e Heno3HaBaeM, toh e HHTerpa- 
THBeH. „Ci>eAHHeHHeTO npaen cajiaTa" 

- HaAnHCtT Hafl 0<|)HIIHaJIHH5I BXOfl Ha 

6i>jirapcKiM napjiaivreHT - He e caMO jih- 
KyBaHe ot ycnexa Ha oGeflHHHBaHexo Ha 
pa3flejieHH5i cjiefl EepjiHHCiara KOHrpec 
Hapofl, toh e h paHO ocMHCJieHa Haae^aa 
3a CBeTOBHO G^fleme. 

Cjiefl Meceu; HoeMBpH 1989 r. 
EtJirapira Tptraa kt>m TOBa 6i>,qeme KaTO 
Hepa3flejiHa ^acT ot EBpona h ot 

DloSaJlHH^ CB5TT. 

B ycjiOBHATa Ha peajiHO (JtyHKLpioHH- 
pama napjiaMeHTapHa peny6jiHKa T5i H36- 
pa no fleMOKpaTHMeH m>T CBOHTe jiHflepn 
- npe3HfleHTHTe )Kejno )KejieB h lleT^p 
Ctohhob, h MHHHCTT^p-npeflceflaTejiHTe 
AHflpeii JlyicaHOB, ^hmhtt^p IIonoB, Oh- 
jinn /jHMHTpOB, JTio6eH BepoB, >KaH Bh- 
fleHOB. Ot 1997 r. MHHHCTtp-npeAcefla- 
Ten Ha PenyGjiHKa EtJirapHfl e HBaH Koc- 

TOB. 

JlnflepHTe Ha 6i>jirapcKaTa #eMOKpa- 

IJH5I HMaT HCTOpHHeCKHTe H IJHBHJIH3aUH- 

ohhh onopH fla nocpeujHaT c ^octohh- 

CTBO H IVTBflpOCT npeflH3BHKaTejICTBaTa Ha 

G^emeTO. 

H KoraTO Ibije /JejineB, Bj^xHOBHTe- 
jiat Ha 6op6aTa 3a ocBoGo^cfleHHe Ha Ma- 
KeflOHHH, 3arHHaji npes #ajieHHaTa 
1903 r., 3aHBHBa 5 ne cxBama CBeTa caMO 
KaTO nojie 3a KyjuypHO CT>CTe3amie 
Me^cfly HapoflHTe, toh npeflsemaBa 30- 
paxa Ha TpeTOTO xmumojieTHe. 

Koii 6h ce ociviejiHJi #a Kaace, ne 
Bi>jirapHH He e roTOBa 3a oCeAHHeHa- 
Ta cseTOBHa oSiijhoct? 



thinking, defined today as intercultural, is 
primeval to Bulgarian knowledge of the 
world. For this knowledge the world is 
cognizable, it is integrative. "Union 
makes strength" - the inscription above 
the main entrance of the Bulgarian 
Parliament - is not only a sign of jubila- 
tion for the unification of a people, divid- 
ed after the Berlin Congress. It is primary 
awareness of the hope of a world future. 

Bulgaria has been on the road to this 
future as an inseparable part of Europe 
and the global world since November 
1989. 

Being an actually functioning parlia- 
mentary republic Bulgaria has elected its 
leaders - presidents Zhelyo Zhelev and 
Peter Stoyanov, prime-ministers Andrei 
Lukanov, Dimiter Popov, Philip 
Dimitrov, Lyuben Berov, Jean Videnov. 
Since 1997 prime-minister of the 
Republic of Bulgaria is Ivan Kostov. 

The leaders of Bulgarian democracy 
have the historic and civilizational main- 
stay to meet with dignity and wisdom the 
challenges of the future. 

When Gotze Delchev, the ideologist of 
the struggle for liberation of Macedonia, 
who perished in the distant 1903, pro- 
claimed that he conceived of the world 
only as a field of cultural competition 
among nations, he forecasted the dawn 
of the third millennium. 

Who dare say that Bulgaria is not 
ready for the united world community? 
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HapOAHOTO CT>6paHHe. „Ci>eOTHeHHeTo npaBH ciuiaTa" - 
AeBH3i)T Ha cbBpeMeHHa B^jirapua, H3BjieneH ot 
ropHMBHTe ypouM Ha HcTopuHTa Ha EtjirapHTe - 
CBeTOBHa napojia 3a TpeTOTO xmraflOJieTHe. 



The National Assembly. "Unity Makes Power", 
the motto of modern Bulgaria drawn from the bitter les- 
sons of Bulgarian History, is a world slogan for the 
third millenium. 
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TAHrPA TaHHaKPa OEIIJOE'BJirAPCKA <DOHAALJHiI 

h IJEHTbP 3A M3CJIEflBAHHiI HA E^JirAPHTE 

HMaT 3a ueji Aa H3AHpBaT, ny6jimcyBaT h pa3npocTpaH5iBaT HayHHH 3Hamui, XMnoTe3H, MHTOBe h jiereHAH, 

CBT>p3aHH c HCTopHHTa Ha 6-bJirapcKaia HapoAHOCT. KHHrrrre ot nopeAHijaTa „Ei>jirapcKa bchhoct" tipcat 

OTroBop Ha Bi>npocHTe 3a npoH3xoAa h 6oraTOTO KyjiTypHO HacjieACTBO Ha EuirapnTe 

b oSjiacTTa Ha <J)hjioco(])ckoto ocmhcjmhc Ha CBeTa, Atp^aBHOTO ynpaBjieHne, bochhoto Aeno, 

nHCMeHOCTTa, e3HKOBaTa Kyjrrypa, ctpohtcjictboto, acTpoHOMHATa h MaTeMaTHKaia, 3a thxhoto BjiHHHHe 

h npHHOC b cBeTOBHaTa KyjiTypa. HaniHHT erpeMeac e Aa AaAeM HOBeimco h HCTopHHecieo caMonyBCTBHe Ha 

Aeijaia Ha 6i>jirapcKH5i poA, 3amoTO B-bJirapHTe MoraT Aa HMaT MHoro 
no-3HaHHMO npHci>CTBHe b CBBpeMeHHHii HHTeprHpam ce cbat. 
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